The  Journal  of  the  Society  for  US.  Commemorative  Coins 
P.O.  Box  302,  Huntington  Beach ,  CA  92648-0302 
Membership:  $20  per  year  includes  journal  subscription. 


SPRING/SUMMER  -  1992  (A  Double  issue)  VOLUME  8  -  #1 


IN  THIS  ISSUE  .  . . 


The  Flying  Tigers:  Member  in  the  Spotlight,  Raymond  L.  Hastey 


SOCIETY  FOR  U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


A  Not-for-Profit  Corporation 

Society  Mailing  Address:  Helen  L.  Carmody  (714)  960-2925 

SUSCC 

(General  correspondence,  P.0.  Box  302 

dues,  donations,  etc. )  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648-0302 

Journal  Mailing  Address:  Randall  Jack  Moore  (619)  452-1971 

Numismatic  Directory 

(Letters  to  the  Editor,  8368  Via  Sonoma,  Unit  E 

articles,  photos,  etc. )  La  Jolla,  CA  92037-2833 

Address  of  Incorporation:  c/o  Charles  E.  Cataldo,  Jr.  (205)  536-0262 

Alabama  Coin  &  Silver 

(Corporate  matters)  912  Bob  Wallace  Avenue  SW 

Huntsville,  AL  35801 

Society  Officers*.  August,  1991  to  August,  1992 

President  .  Michael  K.  Garofalo 

P.0.  Box  325,  North  Salem,  NH  03073 

Vice  President  .  Helen  L.  Carmody 

Secretary .  Jane  E.  Benson 

Treasurer  .  Barbara  L.  Garofalo 

YN  Rep  .  Neil  C.  Watson 

Historian,  Librarian,  &  Program  Chairperson  .  Anthony  Swiatek 

Publicity  Chairperson  .  Roy  T.  Iwata 

Communications  Chairperson  .  Leslie  D.  Watson 

ANA  Club  Reps  .  Frank  W.  DuVal  1  & 

Helen  L.  Carmody 

Journal  Editor  .  Randall  Jack  Moore 


2 


Welcome  to  The  Commemorative  Trail  Spring/Summer  Issue  -  1992 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

Cover  Photo:  .  Page  4 

Jim's  Whims:  A  Commemorative  Quiz,  by  James  J.  Dooley  .  Page  4 

NEWS  FLASH:  Iowa  Commem  Sale  (Read  this  First)  .  Page  5 

Special  Series:  Name  That  Commem!,  by  Bill  Fivaz  .  Page  6 

A  Very  Special  "Thank  You"  to  Bill  Fivaz  .  Page  6 

Tips  for  Trail  Contributors  .  Page  7 

Basic  Page  Layout  for  the  Trail  .  Page  8 

Editorial:  Easier  Said  than  Done  .  Page  9 

A  Very  Special  "Thank  You"  to  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  .  Page  10 

Presidential  Department:  It's  Time  for  a  New  Trailmaster  .  Page  11 

Treasurer's  Report  .  Page  12 

Vice  President's  Office:  Will  We  See  the  End  of  the  Trail?  .  Page  13 

Young  Numismatist's  Report:  Sharing  is  the  Key .  Page  14 

Society  Announcement:  Dues  are  Due!  .  Page  14 

Secretary's  Report:  .  Page  15 

Secretary's  Letter  to  All  Society  Members  .  Page  16 

Letters  to  the  Editor .  Page  17 

Announcement:  Helen  L.  Carmody  to  Run  for  ANA  Board  of  Governors  ....  Page  19 

Die  Breaks  on  the  Columbia,  SC,  Half  Dollar,  by  John  Flitter .  Page  20 

Columbian  Exposition  Memorabilia:  A  Columbian  Blowout  .  Page  21 

Lafayette  Dollar  Varieties,  by  William  Van  Duzer  .  Page  22 

Lafayette  Dollar  Exhibit  at  the  ANA  Convention,  by  Frank  W.  DuVal 1  . . .  Page  24 

Special  Feature:  Proposals  for  Modem  Coinage,  by  Randall  J.  Doty  ...  Page  25 

Memorabilia:  Commem- related  First  Day  Covers,  by  John  Flitter  .  Page  30 

Delaware  Mystery  Partially  Solved:  The  Skeleton  Key  .  Page  38 

Delaware  Model  Photos,  by  Cathy  Dumont-Deyat  of  Bowers  &  Merena  .  Page  39 

Delaware  Model  Sold  at  Auction,  an  Editorial  Note  .  Page  41 

Israel  State  Medal:  500  Years  Since  the  Expulsion  of  Jews  from  Spain  .  Page  42 

Washington-Carver  or  Carver-Washington? :  It's  Time  for  a  Change  .  Page  44 

Show  Reports:  by  Helen  L.  Carmody .  Page  45 

Long  Beach  Expo  —  February .  Page  45 

ANA/PNG  Convention  —  February  .  Page  46 

Central  States  Convention  —  May .  Page  47 

Long  Beach  Expo  —  June  .  Page  48 

Special  Feature:  You're  the  Boss,  by  Diane  Augustyne-Piret  .  Page  50 

Special  Feature:  How  do  you  Catch  A  Congressman?  .  Page  51 

Staff  Correspondence  .  Page  53 

Photograph:  Congressman  Esteban  E.  Torres  .  Page  57 

Memorabilia:  Invitation  to  Mount  Rushmore  Anniversary  Ceremony  .  Page  58 

Geography  and  Coins:  It's  Time  for  a  New  Atlas  .  Page  61 

In  Special  Recognition  of  Jane  Benson  .  Page  62 

Memorabilia:  Invitation  to  First  Strike  Ceremony  for  Korean  Commem  . .  Page  63 

Iowa  Sale:  Letter  to  Governor  Erbe  from  Helen  &  Don  Carmody .  Page  65 

Iowa  Sale:  News  Items  .  Page  66 

Memorabilia:  Tatham's  Bargain  Lists  of  1934  and  1935  .  Page  67 

Jim's  Whims:  Quiz  Answers  .  Page  69 

An  Excerpt  from  Rare  Coin  Review:  "Helen  Carmody  Writes"  .  Page  69 

Introduction  to  Feature  .  Page  70 

Feature:  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  Centennial,  by  Ray  Mercer  .  Page  71 

Recommended  Reading  .  Page  74 

New  Members  .  Page  76 


3 


Donations  .  Page  77 

Introduction  to  Feature,  by  Helen  L.  Carmody .  Page  78 

Feature:  An  Interview  with  Gloria  Rovelstad,  by  Q.  David  Bowers  .  Page  78 

Club  News,  by  Helen  L.  Carmody  .  Page  81 

Introduction  to  Feature,  by  Helen  L.  Carmody  .  Page  85 

Feature:  The  Iowa  Commem;  Parts  5  &  6,  by  Michael  S.  Turrini  .  Page  85 

Iowa  Centennial  Commemorative  Coin  Sale  Procedures,  by  Helen  Carmody  .  Page  96 

Letters  from  the  Officers,  by  Helen  L.  Carmody .  Page  99 

Society  Meetings,  by  Helen  L.  Carmody .  Page  104 

Long  Beach  —  February  (Congressman  Torres:  A  View  from  the  Top)  .  Page  104 

Central  States  —  May  .  Page  109 

Long  Beach  —  June  .  Page  109 

Member  in  the  Spotlight:  Raymond  L.  Hastey .  Page  110 

A  World  War  II  Commem;  Is  it  Time?  .  Page  117 

Crime  Report:  Society  Member  Robbed  .  Page  118 

A  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  Quiz,  by  James  J.  Dooley  .  Page  119 

Some  Thoughts  on  Improving  the  Trail,  by  the  Editor .  Page  120 

Feature:  The  Texas  Commem  (Part  1),  by  Randall  Jack  Moore  .  Page  122 

Memorabilia:  Texas  .  Page  128 

Photographs:  The  Alamo  and  the  Cenotaph  .  Page  130 

Homer's  Monroe  Half  is  Slabbed  at  Last!  .  Page  131 

Society  Membership  Application  Forms,  by  Richard  A.  Bacca  .  Page  132 


Cover  Photo:  Over  fifty  years  ago,  before  the  United  States  had  entered  World 

War  II,  young  Americans  were  serving  in  the  American  Volunteer 
Group  (AVG)  of  the  Chinese  Air  Force,  fighting  to  keep  open  the 
Burma  Road,  which  was  China's  lifeline.  The  AVG  was  later  to  be¬ 
come  known  as  "The  Flying  Tigers."  Our  cover  photo  shows  four  of 
those  Americans  in  the  air  over  the  mountainous  jungles  of  Burma, 
flying  their  P-40  Tomahawks.  In  this  issue  of  the  Trail,  we  are 
we  are  extremely  proud  to  feature  as  our  "Member  in  the  Spotlight" 
Society  member  Raymond  L.  Hastey,  a  survivor  of  the  Flying  Tigers. 
Our  cover  photo  is  shown  by  courtesy  of  R.  T.  Smith,  himself  one 
of  the  Flying  Tigers.  [Please  see  article  beginning  on  page  110] 


JIM'S  WHIMS  —  A  COMMEMORATIVE  QUIZ 

Society  member  James  J.  Dooley  (R-1809,  CA)  responded  to  our  request  for 
"fillers"  to  use  in  plugging  the  blank  spaces  in  the  Trail.  Below,  Jim  poses 
two  questions.  Can  you  answer  them?  You'll  find  the  answers  on  page  69. 

1.  Question:  The  firm  of  Wyckoff,  Seamans  &  Benedict  (Remington  Type¬ 
writers),  as  a  publicity  stunt,  agreed  to  pay  $10,000  for  the  first  Columbian 
half  dollar  struck.  What  they  bought,  and  paid  for,  was  actually  the  SECOND 
specimen  struck.  What  happened  to  the  FIRST  specimen  struck? 

2.  Question:  What  1925  commemorative  half  dollar  was  authorized  in  part 
"...  in  memory  of  Warren  G.  Harding,  president  of  the  United  States  of  America? 

[Thank  you,  Jim!  As  you  cam  see,  this  really  does  help!  Please  keep  up  your 
good  work.  Your  "fillers"  are  most  welcome!] 
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NEWS  FLASH 


From  time  to  time  the  Trail  staff  is  notified  of  some  special  offer,  event, 
appening,  occurrence,  or  fact,  which  may  be  of  special  and  immediate  interest 
to  our  readers.  In  the  future,  when  we  learn  of  such  an  "item,"  we  will  tell 
you  about  it  in  this  "News  Flash"  column.  It  isn't  possible  to  anticipate  the 
variety  of  jubjects  that  might  thus  be  reported  in  subsequent  issues;  however, 
the  criteria  are  that  they  should  be  special  and  of  immediate  interest. 

Please  let  us  know  of  any  items  you  feel  should  be  mentioned  in  this  "News 
Flash"  column.  Here  is  a  sample: 

Iowa  Commem  Sale 

Society  member  STEVEN  C.  ELLIOT  (R-1402,  IA)  sent  us  the  following  item 
which  appeared  in  the  Des  Moines  Sunday  Register  on  7/12/92: 


Half-dollars  to  mark 
Iowa  Centennial 

The  state  is  taking  orders  until 
Oct.  1 .  for  400  Iowa  Centennial  Com¬ 
memorative  half-dollars,  state  Trea¬ 
surer  Michael  Fitzgerald  announced. 

The  half-dollars  were  minted  in 
1946  and  are  part  of  an  original 
horde  to  be  sold  in  anticipation  of 
Iowa’s  Sesquicentennial  celebration 
in  1996. 

The  treasurer’s  office  is  taking  one 
order  for  one  coin  per  envelope. 
Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
U  S.  postal  money  order  or  a  cash¬ 
ier’s  check  for  $510  payable  to  the 
Iowa  Centennial  memorial  Founda¬ 
tion.  The  price  includes  $  10  for  post¬ 
age  and  handling. 

“The  coins  are  in  excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  They  have  been  professionally 
encased  in  a  numbered  holder  with  a 
drawing  of  the  current  State  Capitol 
and  message  relaying  the  history  of 
the  coin,"  Fitzgerald  added.  "The  are 
certainly  an  attractive  piece  of  our 
history." 

If  the  number  of  orders  exceed 
400,  a  drawing  will  be  conducted 
Oct.  1  to  determine  who  will  get  the 
coins.  Orders  should  be  mailed  to: 
Sesquicentennial  Coin  Sale,  State 
Treasurer  Michael  Fitzgerald,  State 
Capitol  Building,  First  Floor,  Des 
Moines,  la.  50319-0005. 
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For  additional  information  about  the  Iowa  half  dollars,  please  refer  to 
the  table  of  contents  in  this  issue  of  the  Trail.  In  particular,  please  see 
the  related  articles  about  Iowa  commems  on  pages  65,  66,  85,  and  96. 
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NAME  THAT  COMMEM! 


Above  is  shown  the  obserse  side  of  the  Connecticut  Tercentenary  half  dol- 
lor.  Outlined  on  the  coin  is  the  rectangular  area  depicted  in  the  XCU  (extreme 
close-up)  photo  we  left  you  to  ponder  in  the  previous  issue  of  the  Trail  (Fall/ 
Winter  Issue,  1991,  Vol.  7,  No.  3,  page  83).  Our  friend,  "Homer,"  identified 
the  coin  by  studying  the  pictures  in  his  new  "Redbook. "  Did  you  identity  it? 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 


For  our  new  members:  Scattered  through  the  pages  of  the  Trail,  you  will  be 
seeing  photos  from  Bill  Fivaz's  slide  series,  "Name  That  Commem."  The  photos 
come  in  sets  of  two,  with  the  first  being  an  XCU  (extreme  close-up)  photograph 
of  some  portion  of  a  U.S.  commemorative  coin  (or  medal)  and  the  second  showing 
the  entire  piece  with  the  XCU  area  outlined  on  it  (as  shown  above). 

The  object  of  this  series  is  for  the  viewer  to  look  first  at  the  XCU  and  to 
determine  from  what  coin  or  medal  it  is  taken.  Bill  notes,  "It's  fun,  and  it 
makes  people  realize  that  maybe  they  don't  look  at  their  coins  quite  as  closely 
as  they  think  they  do!"  We  hope  our  new  members  will  enjoy  Bill's  delightful 
series  as  much  as  our  "old-timers"  have.  It  really  is  a  lot  of  fun! 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  THANKS  TO  BILL  FIVAZ 

It  would  take  pages  and  pages  to  report  all  the  favorable  comments  we  have 
heard  about  the  photographic  work  of  Society  member  WILLIAM  F.  FIVAZ  (LM-25,  GA). 
Bill's  ongoing  photo-series,  "Name  That  Commem!"  represents  only  a  small  part  of 
his  many  contributions  to  the  numismatic  hobby,  however,  it's  an  important  part 
of  our  journal.  Everyone  who  has  met  this  warm,  gracious,  and  highly  talented 
gentleman  will  join  in  saying  THANK  YOU,  BILL!  [Homer  says  "Its  neat  stuff!"] 
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TIPS  FOR  TRAIL  CONTRIBUTORS 


by  the  Trail  Staff 

On  the  following  page  is  shown  the  basic  page-layout  format  we've  been  using 
as  a  general  standard  during  the  past  two  years  in  typesetting  the  Trail . 


As  you  will  note,  we  are  typesetting  our  journal  at  12  characters  per  hori¬ 
zontal  inch  and  6  lines  per  vertical  inch  (single-spaced).  The  change  from  10 
to  12  characters  per  inch  has  resulted  in  a  20%  increase  in  the  volume  of  text 
we  are  able  to  present  in  a  given  space.  The  change  from  double-spacing  to  sin¬ 
gle  spacing  nearly  doubled  our  capacity  by  compressing  the  text.  In  all,  those 
two  changes  alone  have  enabled  us  to  make  an  "order  of  magnitude"  improvement 
in  the  quantity  of  information  we  can  include  in  a  given  issue  of  the  Trail . 

Needless  to  say,  in  more  than  doubling  the  quantity  of  information  in  any 
given  quarterly  issue  (or,  quadrupling  it  in  our  double-issues),  we  have  also 
proportionally  increased  our  demand  for  typesetting  and  editorial  services. 

By  establishing  standards  for  vertical  and  horizontal  margins,  our  journal 
has  been  improved  in  the  sense  that  it  has  better  "eye  appeal."  However,  that 
does  not  mean  that  we  will  no  longer  publish  those  interesting  oddball  items  of 
non-standard  size.  This  basic  page  layout  is  included  here  just  to  remind  you 
that  it  would  be  very  helpful  to  our  future  editors  and  typesetters  to  receive 
submissions  (articles,  letters,  photos,  etc. )  in  a  standardized  format,  if  at 
all  possible.  If  not,  we'll  still  try  to  publish  it. 

Some  important  points  to  keep  in  mind  when  submitting  items  for  publication 
in  Trail  are: 

1)  Members  and  non-members  alike  are  welcome  to  submit  items. 

2)  Unless  you  specifically  request  us  to  do  so,  we  will  NOT  publish 
your  mailing  address  or  telephone  number. 

3)  When  submitting  any  material  for  publication,  please  be  sure  to 
include  your  mailing  address  and  a  telephone  number  (a  note  as  to  "best  time  to 
call"  is  also  helpful).  If  we  are  unable  to  contact  you  privately  to  clarify 
points  of  concern,  your  submission  might  go  unpublished.  From  our  point  of  view, 
long-distance  telephone  calls  are  less  time  consuming  and  less  expensive  than 
written  correspondence.  Additionally,  phone  calls  produce  immediate  results  (a 
decided  advantage  when  we  are  facing  publishing  deadlines  —  which  is  the  normal 
case ) . 


4)  When  submitting  any  previously  published  material,  please  include 
sufficient  details  so  that  we  can  contact  the  publisher,  should  we  deem  such  a 
course  of  action  to  be  prudent.  In  any  case,  we  always  want  to  be  able  to  give 
credit  where  credit  is  due;  publishers,  authors,  and  photographers  alike  all  do 
appreciate  (and  deserve)  acknowledgement  of  their  works. 

5)  Our  Society's  policy  on  allowing  other  publications  to  reprint 
what  we  have  published  is  very  liberal.  Our  only  requirement  is  that  requests 
for  such  authorization  be  made  in  writing.  We  cannot  authorize  reprinting  of 
some  materials  which  appear  in  the  pages  of  the  Trail  (cartoons,  for  example). 

If  you  are  concerned  about  copyright  matters,  please  let  us  know  at  the  outset! 
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EDITORIAL 


by  Randall  Jack  Moore  (R-1792,  CA),  NLG 
Easier  Said  Than  Done 

At  the  ANA  Convention  in  Seattle,  in  1990,  Ray  Mercer  and  Helen  L.  Carmody 
persuaded  me  to  undertake  the  "typesetting  function"  for  our  journal.  Ray  held 
up  a  sample  copy  of  the  Trail  and  asked  me  how  long  it  would  take  me  to  typeset 
it.  I  looked  at  it,  and  answered  that  I  could  probably  type  the  text  in  about 
a  week.  In  retrospect,  my  response  to  Ray's  question  was  worse  than  naive,  it 
was  based  upon  a  solid  foundation  of  ignorance!  At  the  time  I  had  had  no  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  typesetter  or  as  an  editor.  Rather,  my  thinking  was  that  I  could  type 
40  or  48  pages  of  double-spaced  text  (a  typical  issue  of  the  Trail  at  the  time) 
in  a  week  or  so. 

Since  that  time,  I've  learned  that  the  job  of  "typesetting"  involves  much 
more  than  merely  typing  out  the  words  others  have  written.  Often,  it  requires 
time-consuming  correspondence  or  personal  telephone  calls  in  order  to  clarify  a 
point.  Additionally,  when  "push  comes  to  shove,"  the  job  of  typesetting  demands 
a  measure  of  "attention  to  detail"  in  such  matters  as  spelling,  hyphenation,  lay¬ 
out,  pagination,  and  a  host  of  other  innocuous  matters  we  all  usually  take  for 
granted. 

My  own  academic  background  certainly  did  not  prepare  me  for  typesetting  or 
editing.  In  grammar  school,  I  won  a  giant  Hershey  bar  in  a  spelling  bee,  and, 
in  college,  I  received  "straight  A's"  in  my  English  classes  (not  bad,  I  suppose, 
for  an  electrical  engineer).  In  fact,  nothing  in  my  life  experience  prepared  me 
for  the  responsibilities  of  serving  first'  as  assistant  editor  and  then  as  editor 
for  an  important  journal.  There  has  been  a  lot  of  "on  the  job  training." 

I've  certainly  learned  that  winning  spelling  bees  or  earning  good  grades  in 
English  courses  have  very  little  to  do  with  the  realities  of  publishing  a  jour¬ 
nal  such  as  the  Trail.  Needless  to  say,  I've  had  my  nose  buried  in  reference 
books  such  as  Roqet's  Thesaurus,  several  different  dictionaries,  and  in  writing- 
style  guides  such  as  Strunk  &  White's  The  Elements  of  Style  or  The  Chicago  Manual 
of  Style.  When  all  else  fails,  I  simply  throw  myself  on  the  mercy  of  Helen  L. 
Carmody  and  have  her  "English  it  up  for  me!" 

Speaking  of  Helen  Carmody,  I  want  to  mention  that  without  her  help  in  pre¬ 
paring  this  issue  of  the  Trail ,  it  would  be  at  least  another  month  before  you 
would  have  it  in  hand.  My  editorial  in  the  previous  issue  included  these  words: 
"Mike  Garofalo  has  already  written  about  the  "joys"  of  typesetting  each  issue. 
Because  of  a  catastrophic  computer  failure,  I  have  had  the  "joy"  of  typesetting 
this  issue  twice  ..."  Unfortunately,  that  situation  was  only  the  tip  of  the  ice¬ 
berg.  Shortly  after  writing  those  words  my  second  computer  crashed.  While  pon¬ 
dering  my  alternatives  (sharp  razors  or  fresh  rope),  I  got  lucky.  After  about 
twenty  frantic  telephone  calls  to  data- recovery  specialists,  none  of  whom  could 
be  of  help,  I  learned  of  the  existence  of  a  computer-wizard  by  the  name  of  Don 
Maslin,  who,  by  a  stroke  of  good  fortune,  lives  within  a  few  miles  of  me.  He 
came  to  my  home  and,  within  a  few  hours,  was  able  to  restore  the  missing  files 
pertaining  to  that  issue  of  the  Trail  (and  I  lost  interest  in  razors  and  rope). 

In  rapid  sequence,  all  three  of  my  Kaypro  10  computers  suffered  a  series  of 
failures  of  involving  their  IBM/Winchester  hard-disks.  Compounding  these  major 
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problems  was  an  annoying  series  of  minor  failures  involving  a  fan  motor,  a  disk- 
controller,  a  floppy  disk-drive,  a  keyboard,  and,  just  a  few  days  ago,  either  a 
power-supply  01  the  cathode-ray  tube.  At  the  moment,  two  of  my  Kaypros  are  up 
and  running  ( knock  on  wood)  and,  hopefully,  one  or  the  other  will  see  me  through 
this  issue  of  the  Trail. 

My  Kaypro  computers  are,  by  today's  standards,  antique.  None  of  them  will 
accept  entry  of  a  date  later  than  1988  ("Number  too  large,  reenter").  During 
the  past  two  years,  while  struggling  to  typeset  issues  of  the  Trail ,  I've  often 
thought  about  our  former  editor,  Mike  Garofalo,  who  put  his  heart  and  soul  into 
this  same  chore  using  an  even  more  obsolete  computer,  a  Commodore  64.  I  don't 
know  how  he  did  it,  but  I  applaud  his  achievements. 

Clearly,  one  of  the  most  valuable  contributions  anyone  can  make  to  our  Soci¬ 
ety  is  to  serve  as  a  club  officer.  The  more  time-consuming  the  job,  the  fewer 
the  volunteers.  As  my  term  as  editor  of  the  Trail  draws  to  a  close,  I  want  to 
recommend  that  our  Society  invest  in  its  own  future  by  providing  certain  of  our 
future  officers  with  computer  equipment  which  would  allow  them  to  perform  their 
responsibilities  more  rapidly,  more  accurately,  and  more  efficiently.  Certainly 
any  future  editor  will  need  a  good  desk-top  publishing  system.  Similarly,  the 
jobs  of  our  vice  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer  would  be  made  far  easier  if 
each  had  a  modest  computer  system  (compatible  with  the  system  used  by  the  editor), 
which  would  enable  them  to  communicate  essential  information  by  floppy-disks, 
rather  than  by  the  tedious  format  of  typed  listings  (of  members  added  or  dropped, 
changes  of  address,  dues  collected,  membership  numbers  assigned,  etc.). 

Well,  it's  easier  said  than  done,  but  we  can  do  it! 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  THANK  YOU  TO  BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 


All  of  our  Society  members  are  very  familiar  with  the  name  Q.  David  Bowers, 
a  gentleman  who  is  unquestionably  the  world's  most  prolific  author  of  numismatic 
articles  and  books.  In  the  past,  the  Trail  has  frequently  published  materials 
submitted  by  Dave  Bowers,  or  about  him. 

Q.  David  Bowers  and  his  business  partner,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  have  created 
what  we  believe  to  be  the  world's  largest  and  most  important  privately  owned 
numismatic  archive.  That  achievement  alone  is  worthy  of  our  gratitude,  however, 
there  is  more!  Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena  have  graciously  opened  their  archives 
for  use  by  the  Trail  staff  and  have  already  (at  their  expense)  provided  us  with 
countless  pages  of  materials  not  elsewhere  available.  Wouldn't  it  be  nice  if  we 
could  repay  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  in  kind,  rather  than  merely  by  saying 
"Thanks?"  Let's  do  it! 

If  you  have  any  materials  which  might  be  of  interest  to  numismatic  scholars 
in  the  future,  don't  throw  them  away.  Instead,  send  them  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  P.0.  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894,  for  inclusion  in  their  archives. 
Items  of  interest  include  numismatic-related  memorabilia,  correspondence,  cover 
envelopes,  coin-packages,  promotional  items,  invitations  to  attend  Treasury  or 
Mint  ceremonies,  news  clippings,  photographs,  and  the  odd  or  curious.  Photo¬ 
graphs  or  photo-copies  of  scarce  or  unique  items  would  be  especially  useful.  By 
contributing  to  this  important  archive  (which,  although  privately  owned,  is  none¬ 
theless  a  national  treasure)  we  can  each  demonstrate  OUR  VERY  SPECIAL  THANKS!!! 
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THE  PRESIDENTIAL  DEPARTMENT 


by  Michael  K.  Garofalo  (LM-23,  NH) 


It ' s  Time  for  a  New  Trailmaster 

Hello  again!  Welcome  to  another  issue  of  the  Trail . 

I  would  like  to  take  a  few  moments  of  your  valuable  time 
to  talk  about  our  organization.  The  Society  for  U.S.  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  is  the  finest  numismatic  organization  of 
a  member.  Our  members  are  dedicated  to  this  hobby,  will¬ 
ing  to  share  their  knowledge,  concerned  about  each  other,  and  just  wonderful  peo¬ 
ple. 


which  I  have  ever  been 


For  the  past  four  years  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  be  an  officer  of  our  Soci¬ 
ety  --  first  as  Newsletter  Editor  for  three  years  and  the  as  President  for  the 
last  12  months.  I  have  met  a  number  of  people  who  I  certainly  feel  have  done 
a  great  deal  to  promote  numismatics  in  general  and  commemorative  coins  in  parti¬ 
cular.  Many  of  these  individuals  have  given  selflessly  of  their  time,  money,  and 
energy  for  many  years.  I  have  met  many  collectors  who  love  this  hobby  and  es¬ 
pecially  love  our  commemorative  coinage  series.  I  have  corresponded  with  some 
people  who  I  probably  will  never  meet,  but  I  feel  as  though  I  know  them  very 
well.  Our  members  have  given  me  a  great  deal  more  than  I  have  given  to  them.  I 
am  very  thankful  for  having  been  given  this  opportunity  to  serve. 

But  now,  as  many  others  have  done,  it  is  my  turn  to  pass  the  baton  on  to  a 
new  leader.  After  a  four  year  commitment,  I  need  to  take  a  break  from  Society 
duties  and  concentrate  on  my  family  and  career.  It  is  a  hard  thing  to  do,  since 
I  looked  at  serving  the  Society  as  a  very  noble  pursuit.  But  it  is  a  decision 
that  I  must  make.  Before  I  go,  I  would  like  to  thank  a  great  number  of  people 
who  have  made  this  journey  so  terrific.  Here  they  are,  in  no  particular  order: 

Ray  and  Jan  Mercer,  Dave  Bowers,  Les  and  Neil  Watson,  Mitch  Yee,  Ralph  Langham, 
Anthony  Swiatek,  Paul  Green,  Charlie  Cataldo,  Jane  Benson,  Bill  Fivaz,  Robert  L. 
Hall,  Dick  Bacca,  Larry  Shepherd,  Chip  Gambino,  Ed  Mulhausen,  David  Ganz,  Jim 
Halperin,  Kay  Lenker,  David  Lange,  Robert  Van  Ryzin,  Charlie  Ricard,  Maurice 
Rosen,  Bill  Atkinson,  Mary  Sauvain,  Mike  Fuljenz,  Sam  Lopresto,  Bill  Shamhart, 
Yitzchak  Gedalowitz,  Tom  and  Pat  Best,  Bob  Ball,  Tom  Culhane,  Tom  Dorsa,  Dr.  Bob 
Colby,  Patricia  Verani,  Ken  Hallenbeck,  Jim  Carr,  Steve  Szenay,  Dick  Pandolfo, 
David  Snider,  and  Arlie  Slabaugh  (I  know  that  I  have  missed  about  400  or  more 
additional  people  here)!  I  would  also  like  to  thank  personally  the  man  who  made 
it  easy  for  me  to  give  up  writing  The  Commemorative  Trail  —  Randall  Jack  Moore. 
Jack  it  was  great  working  with  you.  Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  two  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  given  more  to  the  Society  than  it  could  ever  repay  —  Helen  and  Don 
Carmody.  These  two  people  have  given  a  great  deal  of  the  last  10  years  of  their 
lives  to  building,  promoting,  maintaining,  and  sustaining  our  fine  organization. 

It  really  is  an  honor  to  know  and  to  have  served  with  these  two  outstanding  peo¬ 
ple.  Helen  and  Don  --  YOU  ARE  TERRIFIC! 

Well,  thank  you  for  the  great  memories  and  thank  you  for  putting  up  with  my 
ramblings  year  after  year.  I  expect  that  the  next  Society  president  will  build 
on  our  past  efforts  and  raise  our  organization  to  greater  heights.  I  would  like 
to  close  with  what  I  feel  is  an  appropriate  quote  from  a  great  American,  Robert 
F.  Kennedy:  "Few  will  have  the  greatness  to  bend  history  itself;  but  each  of  us 
can  work  to  change  a  small  portion  of  events,  and  in  the  total  of  all  those  acts 
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will  be  written  the  history  of  our  generation." 

Each  of  you  have  an  opportunity  to  affect  the  history  of  our  organization, 
but  in  order  to  do  so  you  must  get  involved.  Thank  you  for  this  platform  and 

goodbye ! 


THE  TREASURER'S  REPORT 


by  Barbara  L.  Garofalo  (R-1705,  NH) 

Fellow  Society  Members:  As  of  December  31,  1991,  our  Society  had  an  ac¬ 
count  balance  of  $11,201.47.  From  that  point  until  July  31,  1992,  we  issued 
disbursements  totalling  $7,507.41  for  our  printing  and  postage  costs,  received 
bank  interest  of  $204.73,  and  received  donations  and  dues  of  $10,717.50.  Our 
current  balance  is  $14,616.29. 

Respectfully  submitted,  [signed]  Barbara  Garofalo,  Treasurer 


NAME  THAT  COMMEM! 


Above  is  shown  an  XCU  (extreme  close  up)  photograph  of  a  U.S.  commemorative 
half  dollar.  Our  friend  "Homer"  has  often  griped  that  we  are  "sandbagging"  him 
by  not  always  showing  these  photos  in  their  proper  orientation.  We'll  give  you 
a  hint  on  this  one:  Turn  the  page  upside  down  and  look  at  it  again!  You'll  be 
amazed  at  the  optical  illusion.  If  you  don't  see  the  optical  illusion  on  the 
first  try,  repeat  the  process  a  few  times.  In  any  event,  rightside  up  or  upside 
down,  this  photo  is  not  a  horizontal  shot  --  it  was  taken  at  a  severe  angle  to 
the  horizontal.  Good  luck  on  this  one!  You'll  find  the  answer  on  page  15. 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 
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*****  THp  viCK  PRESIDENT'S  OFFICE  *  *  *  *  * 
by  Helen  I,.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA ) 

Will  We  See  the  End  of  the  Trail ? 

This  may  be  the  most  crucial  time  in  the 
Society  s  history — the  time  when  we  are  faced  with 
whether  our  club  continues  to  maintain  its  highly  re¬ 
spected  position  in  the  numismatic  field.  The  deci- 
our  shoulders! 

One  cannot  pick  up  a  numismatic  newspaper  or  magazine  or  chat  with  a 
dealer  or  collector  that  the  subjects  do  not  turn  to  what  can  we  do  to  assure 
that  our  hobby  continues  for  many  years  to  come  and  from  where  will  we  draw 
our  future  leaders  who  will  be  as  able  and  willing  as  their  predecessors  to 
work  on  behalf  of  numismatics. 

These  are  trying  times.  Discretionary  income  is  at  an  all-time  low. 

More  and  more  individuals  find  themselves  being  laid  off  from  work  or  retiring 
early  from  jobs  they  had  considered  secure  only  several  years  ago.  When  peri¬ 
ods  such  as  these  arrived  in  the  past,  the  collector  stood  strong.  He  held 
his  prized  coins  until  the  market  improved.  He  took  pleasure  in  further  study 
in  place  of  additional  acquisitions.  When  his  income  increased,  he  was  again 
able  to  feel  the  thrill  of  acquiring  that  long-anticipated  specimen  for  his 
collection . 

Do  we  have  the  same  commitment  to  our  Society  as  those  who  formed  it  in 
1983?  Are  our  vis  ions  for  furthering  education  and  enjoyment  of  the  series  of 
U.S.  commemorative  coins  as  strong  as  our  original  reasons  for  establishing 
this  club?  The  answers  to  these  questions  can  come  only  from  our  membership. 

During  recent  months  the  Society  has  experienced  the  most  extensive 
changes  in  its  history.  Since  most  people  are  cutting  expenses,  some  dealers 
and  collectors  have  chosen  to  drop  their  memberships.  [Will  $20  a  year  real 1 y 
make  such  a  great  difference  in  your  personal  budgets?  Multiplied  by  the 
total  of  our  members,  such  cuts  will  mean  the  difference  in  whether  our  jour¬ 
nal  will  be  published  as  well  as  the  quality  we  will  be  able  to  maintain.] 
However,  our  greatest  concern  is  that  people  are  moving  without  advising  us  of 
their  new  addresses;  many  of  these  people  are  still  members  in  good  standing 
and  are  due  issues  of  The  Commemorative  Trail .  We  have  tried  our  best  to 
locate  them  but  have  been  unsuccessful  in  some  instances.  All  these  attempts 
have  placed  an  additional  burden  on  our  treasury,  but  we  believe  the  extra 
expenditure  is  part  of  our  obligation  to  serve  members  as  fully  as  possible. 

What  we  need  from  YOU  are  members  to  replace  those  who  are  disappearing 
from  our  ranks.  Take  the  time  today  to  sign  up  a  friend  who  may  also  be  in¬ 
terested  in  our  favorite  numismatic  series.  Stress  the  advantages  of  becoming 
a  Society  member.  Our  journal  is  a  first-class  publication  containing  some  of 
the  finest  writing  in  the  hobby  today.  We  try  to  present  the  best  meetings 
possible  at  numerous  major  coin  shows  throughout  the  United  States.  We  reply 
to  members'  letters  (when  sent  to  the  proper  address)  in  a  most  timely  and 
thorough  manner.  The  officers  devote  their  time  and  energies  to  improving  our 
club  at  every  level.  We  need  YOUR  recruitments,  your  articles,  your  atten¬ 
dance  at  meetings,  and,  most  importantly,  your  full  support  of  our  club.  The 
rest,  dear  members,  is  up  to  you. 
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THE  YOUNG  NUMISMATIST'S  REPORT 


by  Neil  C.  Watson  (J-0063,  CA) 


father' 

loaned 


Sharing  is  the  Key 

Howdy  YNs: 

The  other  day  one  of  my  friends  at  school  came  up 
to  me  and  asked  for  some  information  regarding  his  grand- 
s  coin  collection  that  he  found.  Many  of  the  coins  were  foreign,  so  I 
him  my  world  coin  book,  and  gave  him  a  few  stock  pages  to  get  him  started 


This  experience  gave  me  a  sense  of  self-fulfillment  by  allowing  me  to  share 
my  knowledge  of  coins  with  a  friend.  Who  knows?  Maybe  he  will  pick  up  on  his 
grandfather's  collection  and  become  a  collector  himself. 


So,  how  many  people  have  you  introduced  coins  to  in  the  last  six  months? 
Summer  is  here,  and  there  will  be  a  lot  of  opportunities  to  talk  about  coins. 

If  you  want  to  get  someone  started  on  a  nice,  cheap  collection,  try  modem  U.S. 
clad  and  silver  commems.  Many  of  the  half  dollars  are  very  inexpensive  (about 
$5),  as  are  the  silver  dollars  (about  $15  to  $20).  If  the  trend  continues,  the 
commems  from  the  last  couple  of  years  will  be  well  below  issue  price  real  soon. 

Your  YN  Rep,  Neil 


SOCIETY  ANNOUNCEMENT 
Dues  are  Due 


Our  Society's  fiscal  year  runs  from  August  to  August,  so  "dues  are  due"  in 
August.  Dues  are  $20  per  year  for  adults  and  $8  per  year  for  juniors  (under  18 
years  of  age).  If  your  are  wondering,  ...  Yes  —  we  do  prorate  dues!  No  matter 
what  time  of  year  you  may  have  joined  our  Society,  your  membership  entitles  you 
to  a  year's  worth  of  our  journals,  which  are  published  nominally  on  a  quarterly 
basis.  For  one  reason  or  another,  we  sometimes  miss  publishing  an  issue  and  in 
other  instances  we  have  combined  two  quarterlies  into  a  single  fat  double-issue. 
Such  is  the  case  with  this  issue  of  the  Trail. 

We  don't  have  anyone  on  our  "payroll"  to  write  articles  or  to  typeset  them 
or  to  edit  them.  Other  than  the  very  modest  allowances  accorded  our  officers 
for  reimbursement  of  out-of-pocket  expenses  (which  rarely  come  close  to  cover¬ 
ing  their  actual  expenses),  most  of  our  Society's  revenues  go  toward  paying  the 
hard-money  costs  of  paper,  envelopes,  mailing- labels,  printing,  postage,  photo¬ 
graphy,  banking  fees,  etc.  Other  costs  involve  our  Society  meetings  at  major 
coin  shows  (space  rental,  fees  for  rental  of  slide-projectors  and  screens,  etc.) 
One  of  the  "secrets"  of  the  success  of  our  Society  is  that  many  of  our  officers 
not  only  donate  their  time  and  effort  without  charge,  they  also  frequently  do¬ 
nate  their  expense-allowances  back  to  our  Society. 

Beginning  with  the  efforts  of  our  founding  members,  in  1983,  this  Society 
has  steadily  worked  to  improve  the  lines  of  communications  between  individuals 
interested  in  commems,  and  to  build  an  infrastructure  of  sufficient  strength  to 


weather  t.he  good  times  and  the  bad.  Has  it  been  successful?  Yes!  Membership 
in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  is  widely  considered  to  be  "The  best 
bargain  in  numismatics,"  and  it  is! 

Our  membership  roster  is  virtually  a  listing  of  "Who's  Who?"  amongst  commem 
enthusiasts,  including  scholars,  archivists,  historians,  authors,  dealers,  col¬ 
lectors,  and  investors.  Together,  these  members  constitute  an  important  and  ir¬ 
replaceable  infrastructure  for  our  hobby  subspecialty. 

We  are  happy  that  you  are  a  member  of  our  Society  and  we  hope  that  you'll 
renew  your  membership  for  this  upcoming  year  (and  for  many  years  to  come). 


NAME  THAT  COMMEM ! 


Outlined  on  the  1923  Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial  half  dollar  shown  above  is 
the  outline  of  the  XCU  photograph  appearing  on  page  12  of  this  issue.  We  hope 
you  correctly  identified  this  one;  Homer  did,  but  then  he  owns  one  (see  p.  131) 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 


THE  SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


by  Jane  Benson  (R-1869,  VA) 

To  update  everyone  on  what  is  happening  with  membership:  As  of  June  8,  we 
have  654  paid  members.  All  members  were  sent  a  new  membership  card  and  a  letter 
at  the  end  of  May.  The  letter,  which  included  a  renewal  form  at  the  bottom,  is 
shown  on  the  following  page.  I  hope  we  will  have  a  fair  number  of  renewals  be- 
for  the  end  of  August.  Thanks,  [signed]  Jane  Benson,  Secretary 
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Society  for  u  S  Commemorative  Coins 

P.O.  BOX  302 

Huntington  Beach,  California  92648 


May  21,  1992 

Dear  Society  for  U  S  Commemorative  Coins  Member: 

Enclosed  is  your  membership  card  for  the  Society  for  U  S  Commemorative  Coins.  I 
apologize  for  the  delay  in  sending  out  your  card.  If  there  are  any  errors  in  your  name, 
address  or  membership  number  please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Society  for  U  S  Commemorative  Coins  membership  year  runs  from  August  to 
August  each  year.  The  Society’s  journal,  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL,  will  be  mailed 
to  you  until  the  August  expiration  date. 

I  am  enclosing  a  renewal  membership  form  at  the  bottom  of  this  letter.  Renewing  now 
will  lower  cost  of  printing  and  postage  to  send  out  renewal  notices.  Please  send  your 
check  made  payable  to  SUSCC  ($20  for  Adult,  $8  for  Junior,  and  $30  for  Foreign)  and 
mail  with  the  bottom  portion  of  this  letter  to  Helen  L.  Carmody,  SUSCC  at  the  address 
shown  below. 

Thank  you  for  your  past  support,  and  we  look  forward  to  serving  you  in  the  future. 
Sincerely, 


Jane  E.  Benson,  Secretary 
Society  for  US  Commemorative  Coins 
(703)  715-1032  FAX  (703)  715-8455 


Membership  Renewal  Year  ending  August  1 993 

(Dues:  $20  for  Adult;  $8  for  Junior  under  age  18;  $30  for  Foreign) 

Mail  to:  Helen  L.  Carmody, 

SUSCC 
PO  Box  302 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

NAME _ 

Address  _ _ 

City,  State  Zip _ 

Telephone  _ Birth  Date  (Junior) 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Some  of  you  may  have  been  wondering  why  your  letters  were  not  published  in 
the  issue  of  the  Trail  immediately  following  the  date  of  submission.  Often  the 
reason  has  been  that  we  didn't  receive  the  letter  until  after  we  had  completed 
the  job  of  typesetting  the  upcoming  issue.  Sometimes  we  have  received  so  many 
letters  that  the  limitations  of  space  precluded  publishing  all  of  them.  On  a 
few  occasions,  we  have  received  letters  containing  information  we  wain ted  to  pub¬ 
lish,  but  were  unable  to  contact  the  author  to  confirm  certain  details,  because 
we  didn  t  have  a  contact-telephone  number.  So,  please  remember  to  include  your 
telephone  number  (don't  worry  —  we  will  not  publish  it). 

Included  in  the  following  letters  are  some  which  missed  being  included  in 
the  previous  issue  of  the  Trail: 

Dear  Editor :  Just  a  short  note  to  say  how  appreciative  I  am  of  your  work  on  the 
Trail .  This  was  a  tremendous  issue  and  reinforces  my  belief  that  our  Society 
dues  represent  the  best  buy  of  the  year.  If  education  is  a  major  goal  of  our 
Society,  then  this  journal  does  that  and  more.  Keep  up  the  good  work.  Sincerely, 
JOHN  R.  NOEL  (R-0183,  NV) 

Editor's  Reply:  John,  its  always  pleasant  to  hear  an  encouraging  word.  However, 
much  of  the  credit  for  what  appears  in  our  pages  goes  to  other  members.  Helen 
L.  Carmody,  for  example,  writes  most  of  the  articles  on  coin  shows.  Society  meet¬ 
ings,  club  news,  recommended  reading,  new  members,  donations,  and  our  periodic 
auctions.  Additionally,  Helen  writes  her  regular  column  as  our  Society's  vice 
president.  Behind  the  scenes,  and  without  fanfare,  Helen  also  writes  countless 
letters  in  response  to  inquiries  from  members  and  non-members  alike;  writes  the 
articles  about  commems  and  our  Society  we  often  read  in  the  national  numismatic 
media;  arranges  many  of  the  details  for  our  Society  meetings;  and,  at  the  coin 
shows  she  and  her  husband,  Don,  attend,  can  be  counted  on  to  spend  many  hours  on 
the  Bourse  floor  gathering  dealer  comments  about  wholesale  transactions  and,  of 
course,  gently  twisting  arms  to  collect  dues.  Barbara  Garofalo,  our  treasurer, 
makes  a  quiet  but  critical  contribution  to  the  Trail ,  without  which  we  would  not 
have  a  journal;  she  maintains  our  Society  bank  account,  and  keeps  it  in  positive 
balance.  Barbara  and  her  husband,  Mike  (our  Society's  president),  also  arrange 
for  the  printing  and  distribution  of  our  journal.  Other  members  submit  articles, 
photographs,  memorabilia,  letters,  ideas,  and  suggestions.  In  all,  it's  a  group 
effort  by  many  people  —  all  of  whom  deserve  praise  and  recognition.  Thank  you, 
John,  for  your  letter.  Please  continue  your  support  of  our  Society. 

Dear  Editor:  Enclosed  are  two  items  for  possible  use  as  "fillers"  in  future  is¬ 
sues  of  the  Trail.  I  want  to  apologize  for  being  "a  day  late  and  a  dollar  short" 
in  sending  these  to  you.  I  hope  they  reach  you  in  time  to  be  of  use  in  the  near 
future.  I'm  currently  working  on  another  batch  of  fillers  of  various  lengths  on 
comment  subjects,  and  will  get  them  to  you,  hopefully  in  short  order.  Thanks  for 
the  opportunity  to  serve  our  Society  and  to  assist  in  this  small  way  your  work 
on  the  Trail.  Sincerely  yours,  JAMES  J.  DOOLEY  (R-1809,  CA) 

Editor's  Reply:  James,  thank  you  for  your  contributions.  Both  of  these  items 
are  interesting  and  informative.  They  will  appear  in  this  issue  (or  the  next, 
depending  upon  space  and  where  they  might  fit).  You  cannot  imagine  how  helpful 
it  is  to  any  editor  to  have  at  hand  a  variety  of  "fillers"  for  use  in  plugging 
up  those  inevitable  blank  spots  in  a  publication.  Keep  'em  coming! 
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Dear  Editor :  I  had  planned  to  write  to  you  earlier,  but  just  didn't  have  the 
time.  So,  I  decided  to  make  this  letter  my  priority  activity  and  to  postpone 
the  trimming  of  our  back  yard  tree  until  next  weekend. 

Your  earlier  letter  to  me  was  appreciated.  The  latest  journal  sure  was  a 
winner!"  My  main  thought  about  that  double-issue  is  that  perhaps  you  should 
consider  issuing  only  three  journals  per  year.  That  would  make  it  easier  on  you 
and  would  reduce  the  overall  costs. 

I'm  planning  to  attend  the  ANA  Convention  in  Orlando,  this  August.  I  will 
be  there  Friday  and  will  stay  over  to  attend  our  Society  meeting  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing.  I'm  hoping  Helen  and  Don  Carmody  will  be  there.  Yours  truly,  RICK  WILCOX 
(R-1325,  TX) 

Editor ' s  Reply:  Rick,  thank  you  for  your  continuing  interest  in  our  Society. 
Regarding  your  suggestion  for  publishing  three  journals  each  year,  it  certainly 
would  break  up  the  logjam  I  face  continually  as  a  result  of  the  concurrence  of 
deadlines  of  the  Trail  and  other  (normally)  quarterly  publications  I'm  involved 
with  in  the  course  of  my  business.  Under  the  present  schedule,  it's  as  though 
I  have  to  survive  four  "tidal  waves”  each  year  with  the  demands  on  my  time  from 
each  of  several  projects  peaking  simultaneously.  Actually,  quarterly  schedules 
became  academic  this  past  year  because  of  a  series  of  catastrophic  failures  of 
my  various  computers  (five,  in  all).  Needless  to  say,  I  am  many  months  behind 
in  both  my  business  work  and  my  volunteer  work.  Hence,  another  double-issue  of 
the  Trail.  With  luck,  maybe  we  can  get  things  back  on  track  soon.  Now,  as  to 
your  trip  to  the  ANA  Convention,  Helen  and  Don  Carmody  will  be  there,  but  they 
will  not  have  a  bourse  table.  If  you  can't  locate  them  Friday  (try  the  message 
board),  you'll  get  to  see  them  at  our  Society  meeting  (Saturday,  9  a.m.).  Have 
fun  at  the  convention!  I  hope  you  get  to  meet  many  of  our  members.  Thank  you 
again  for  your  interest  in  our  Society  and  for  your  personal  friendship.  P.S. 

I  really  enjoyed  our  recent  telephone  conversation. 

Dear  Editor:  Enclosed  is  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  7/12/92  issue  of  the 
Des  Moines  Sunday  Register  referring  to  the  upcoming  sale  of  Iowa  commems.  FYI, 
from  the  "Two-Rivers  State."  Sincerely,  STEVEN  C.  ELLIOTT  (R-1402,  IA) 

Editor's  Reply:  Steven,  thank  you  for  taking  time  to  share  this  news-clipping 
with  our  members.  You'll  find  the  clipping  reproduced  in  this  issue  (see  "News 
Flash").  Also,  there  is  a  lot  more  information  about  the  Iowa  commem  in  this 
issue  of  the  Trail .  This  upcoming  sale  provides  commem  enthusiasts  with  a  very 
rare  opportunity  to  acquire  old  commems  in  pristine  condition,  coins  which  have 
never  been  owned  by  another  human  being.  Thank's  again! 

Dear  Editor:  Frank  DuVall's  article  in  the  Trail  [Volume  7,  No.  2,  page  53, 

"The  Lafayette  Dollar  Varieties"]  was  really  interesting.  I  am  sure  Frank  knows 
everything  I  am  about  to  say  here,  but  I  thought  I  might  put  together  some  re¬ 
search  I  have  done  over  the  years,  together  with  Frank's  latest  addition.  [See 
Table  of  Contents  for  articles  on  this  subject] 

It  would  really  be  nice  to  know  the  die  variety  of  the  PCGS  MS-67  Lafayette 
dollar  from  the  Larry  Shepherd  Collection  which  appeared  on  the  front  cover  of 
the  Trail.  It  would  also  be  nice  if  we  could  take  a  population  census  of  the 
various  die  varieties  owned  by  our  Society  members. 

Love  the  journal!  All  of  our  officers  are  to  be  congratulated  for  bringing 
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the  club  along  this  far.  I  am  the  proud  possessor  of  every  issue  of  the  Tra 1 1 . 
Fraternally,  BILL  VAN  DUZER  (R-0468,  FL) 

Editor — s  Reply:  Bill,  thank  you  for  your  letter  and  for  taking  time  to  share 
your  knowledge  about  Lafayette  dollar  varieties  with  our  members.  The  informa¬ 
tion  you  submitted  appears  as  an  article  in  this  issue  of  the  Trail .  As  to  the 
Shepherd  specimen  of  the  Lafayette  dollar,  Frank  DuVall  believes  it  to  be  vari¬ 
ety  2-C.  I  agree  with  you  that  it  would  be  interesting  to  develop  a  population 
census  of  die  varieties  for  the  Lafayette  dollar.  Obviously,  everyone  who  is 
interested  in  these  splendid  coins  would  like  to  have  at  hand  accurate  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  relative  rarity  of  each  of  the  various  varieties.  However,  the 
same  could  probably  be  said  about  all  issues  of  commemorative  coins;  there  are 
those  of  us  who  "love"  this  one  or  that  one,  and  who  would  dearly  like  to  have 
more  information  about  our  respective  favorite  coins.  At  present,  our  Society 
is  not  geared  up  to  handle  development  of  standardized  listings  of  the  relative 
rarity  of  commems.  Instead,  we  depend  upon  our  members  to  be  the  experts,  to  be 
the  scholars,  and  to  be  the  authors  of  articles  in  our  journal  and  the  national 
numismatic  media. 

What  our  Society  can  do,  right  now,  is  to  serve  as  a  forum  for  our  members 
in  the  pages  of  the  Trail.  Additionally,  we  can  serve  as  a  neutral  point  of  com¬ 
munications  and  put  one  member  in  touch  with  others  who  share  a  common  interest. 
In  this  regard,  I  recently  spoke  on  the  telephone  with  Frank  DuVall  about  your 
mutual  interests  in  Lafayette  die-varieties.  Frank  is  very  interested  in  this 
subject  and  asked  me  to  invite  you  to  g^t  together  with  him  at  the  forthcoming 
ANA  convention  in  Orlando.  I  have  mailed  Frank  a  copy  of  your  letter  so  that 
he  will  be  all  the  better  prepared  to  sit  down  with  you  and  discuss  details  of 
the  diagnostics  of  the  Lafayette  die-varieties  and  the  relative  scarcity  of  the 
various  obverse/reverse  die  combinations.  Bill,  thanks  again  for  your  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  Trail.  I  hope  you  and  Frank  (and  any  other  Lafayette  specialists 
at  the  show)  can  share  your  thoughts  and  work  together  to  enhance  our  knowledge 
of  the  splendid  Lafayette  dollar.  BILL,  WE  EXPECT  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  ABOUT  THIS  ! 

[A  note  for  the  reader:  Frank  DuVall  won't  be  hard  to  find  at  the  ANA  conven¬ 
tion  —  He'll  be  giving  a  presentation  at  our  Society  meeting  9  a.m.  Saturday, 
so  you  can  find  him  at  the  podium!  Frank's  talk  is  entitled  "A  Bizarre  Trans¬ 
action"  regarding  a  purchase  he  made  of  commemorative  coins  and  memorabilia  in¬ 
volving  ...  but  why  spoil  it?  Be  there  --  it  will  be  a  talk  you  won't  want  to 
miss.  Also,  Frank  is  planning  to  exhibit  at  the  ANA  convention  a  display  of  ten 
Lafayette  dollars  including  most  of  the  known  obverse  and  reverse  die-varieties. 

A  brief  description  of  Frank's  exhibit  is  included  in  this  issue  of  the  Trail 
(for  more  information  about  this  exhibit,  please  see  the  Table  of  Contents).] 


A  SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT 

Helen  Carmody  will  run  for  the  ANA  Board  in  1993 

It  took  years  of  "arm-twisting"  by  her  fellow  numismatists,  but  they  have 
finally  convinced  Helen  L.  Carmody  to  run  for  a  seat  on  the  Board  of  Governors 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  We  wish  Helen  success  and  hope  that  our 
Society  members  will  dig-in  and  support  her  candidacy.  Financial  contributions 
and  other  offers  of  help  should  be  sent  to  Dorothy  Baber,  Committee  to  Elect 
Helen  L.  Carmody,  611  Oakwood  Way,  El  Cajon,  CA  92021-5452.  GO  FOR  IT,  HELEN! 
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DIE  BREAKS  ON  THE  COLUMBIA,  SOUTH  CAROLINA  COMMEM 


Society  member,  John  Flitter  (R-0522,  SC)  submitted  the  following  photos  of 
the  reverse  side  of  a  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  Sesquicentennial  commemorative 
half  dollar  struck  at  the  Denver  Mint.  In  a  letter  to  Society  Vice  President 
Helen  L.  Carmody,  John  wrote:  "You  may  remember  my  earlier  finding  about  the 
Denver  coins  being  shipped  in  two  parts  (i.e.,  7,300  then  700).  Coins  were  held 
up  because  the  reverse  die  broke.  These  seem  to  be  pretty  scarce.  Look  at  all 
of  your  Denver  Columbias!  If  this  is  run  in  the  Trail ,  please  be  sure  to  credit 
Bill  Fivaz  for  the  photos.  Note  the  die  breaks  in  two  locations." 


Above  are  shown  XCU  photos  of  the  reverse  of  a  1936-D  Columbia  half  dollar 
showing  die  breaks.  (Photos  by  Bill  Fivaz;  submitted  by  John  Flitter) 
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Above  is  shown  a  "blow  out"  of  Miss  Liberty  created  from  an  1892  Columbian 
half  dollar  and  made  into  a  lapel  pin.  The  pin  and  latch  are  on  the  reverse. 
The  "blow  out"  protrudes  approximately  1/2  inch  above  the  plane  of  the  obverse. 
(Photo  taken  by  Bill  Fivaz  and  submitted  by  John  Flitter) 


NAME  THAT  COMMEM! 


Above  is  shown  another  XCU  photo  from  a  U.S.  commem.  Homer  couldn't  find 
this  one  in  his  Redbook,  so  we'll  give  you  a  couple  of  clues.  First,  the  photo 
is  properly  oriented  horizontally;  second,  it  shows  the  designers  initials. 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 
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IAFAYETTE  DOLLAR  VARIETIES 


by  William  Van  Duzer  (R-0468,  FL) 

[Please  see  Bill  Van  Duzer's  letter  to  the  editor  in  this  issue  of  the  Trail.] 

I  have  done  some  research  over  the  years  regarding  die-varieties  of  the 
Lafayette  dollar  and  was  thus  very  interested  in  Frank  DuVall's  article  on  the 
subject  which  appeared  in  the  Trail  [see  Volume  7,  #2,  page  53]. 

Frank  has  given  us  a  system  for  quick  identification,  however,  I  thought 
others  would  like  to  know  some  more  specifics  in  the  identification  of  Lafayette 
dollars  and  have  therefore  listed  these  diagnostics  below.  Also,  as  I  am  very 
interested  in  learning  more  about  the  relative  scarcity  of  the  various  obverse/ 
reverse  die  combinations,  I've  included  a  tentative  "Rarity  Scale"  for  these 
commems.  My  rarity  guage  is  really  not  accurate.  Rather,  because  I've  not  yet 
had  the  opportunity  to  observe  each  of  the  reported  die  varieties,  this  rarity 
scale  is  proposed  merely  as  a  starting  point,  but  one  which  is  the  product  of 
intensive  research  in  this  area.  [OK,  Bill,  we'll  "run  it  up  the  flagpole  and 
see  who  shoots  at  it."  RJM] 

For  the  purposes  of  this  article,  I  will  use  the  following  nomenclature  for 
the  six  reported  Lafayette  die  varieties: 


Recoqnized 

Name 

DuVall  Nomenclature 

Suggested  Raritv 

Clapp-Wood 

1 

Lafayette 

1-A 

Scarce 

Clapp-Wood 

2 

Lafayette 

1-B 

Least  Scarce 

Clapp-Wood 

3 

Lafayette 

2-C 

Rare 

Clapp- Wood 

4 

Lafayette 

3-D 

Very  Rare 

DuVall  4-E 

Lafayette 

4-E 

Very  Rare  [Note  1] 

Swiatek  5 

Lafayette 

1-C 

Very  Rare  [Note  2] 

[Editorial  Notes: 

Note  1:  The  DuVall  specimen  of  this  die  variety  will  be  on  exhibit  at  the 
ANA  convention  in  Orlando,  Florida  (please  see  adjoining  article  concerning  this 
exhibit) . 

Note  2:  The  Swiatek  5/Lafayette  1-C  variety  may  in  fact  be  the  rarest  of 
all  of  these  elusive  die  varieties.  Both  Frank  DuVall  and  William  Van  Duzer 
have,  in  recent  telephone  conversations  with  your  editor,  stated  that  they  have 
not  yet  observed  a  single  example  of  this  Lafayette  variety.  Accordingly,  until 
proven  otherwise,  your  editor  would  suggest  that  this  variety  ought  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  "Extremely  Rare."  We  would  like  to  ask  all  of  our  Society  members  to  be 
on  the  lookout  for  this  reported  variety.  If  you  happen  to  find  a  specimen,  we 
hope  that  you  will  report  it  to  the  Trail,  hopefully  with  photographs  for  our 
archives  or  with  sufficient  details  so  that  we  can  contact  the  owner  (We  will 
reimburse  you  for  the  costs  involved).] 

Diagnostics  of  Lafayette  dollar  die  varieties: 

Clapp-Wood  1: 

Obverse  1  -  "S"  not  doubled 
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Clapp  Wood  1,  Obverse  1  (continued) 


Obverse  1 

Reverse  A 

Clapp- Wood  2: 
Obverse  1 
Reverse  B 

Clapp- Wood  3: 
Obverse  2 

Reverse  C 

Clapp-Wood  4s 
Obverse  3 

Reverse  D 

DuVal 1  4-Es 

Obverse  4 


-  Dot  is  centered 

-  "C"  is  not  cut 

-  "AT"  in  word  "STATES"  is  high 

-  Point  of  Lafayette's  bust  is  above  top  of  ”L" 

-  Small  point  on  bust  of  Washington 

-  Point  of  first  lower  leaf  is  above  the  "1"  of  1900 

-  Palm  branch  with  14  long  leaves  and  long  stem 

-  "B"  below  "Y"  in  word  "BY” 


-  Same  as  above 

-  Point  of  first  lower  leaf  is  between  "1"  an  "9"  in  1900 

-  Palm  branch  with  14  short  leaves  and  long  stem 


-  "S"  is  doubled 

-  Dot  is  centered 

-  "A"  in  "STATES"  is  high 

-  Final  "A"  in  "AMERICA"  is  double-punched  at  left  foot  of 
the  "A" 

-  Point  of  first  lower  leaf  is  above  the  "9"  of  1900 

-  14  leaves,  short  stubby  stem  end  turned  downward 


-  "S"  not  doubled 

-  Dot  closer  to  "A" 

-  Final  "S"  in  "STATES"  is  low 

-  "AT”  in  "STATES"  is  repunched 

-  Both  "F's"  are  defective 

-  Letters  in  "AMERICA"  poorly  spaced 

-  "RI"  in  "AMERICA"  are  close 

-  Point  of  Lafayette's  bust  is  beyond  right  top  of  "L"  in 
"DOLLAR" 

-  Point  of  first  lower  leaf  is  above  the  "9"  of  1900 
-15  leaves,  long  thin  stem  end  turned  upward 


-  "E"  is  recut 

-  "S"  is  not  doubled 

-  Top  of  "C"  is  recut 

-  Wide  spacing  between  "C"  and  "A" 

-  Top  of  "U"  is  recut 

-  Star  is  recut 

-  Separation  between  "C"  and  "A"  in  "AMERICA"  is  different 
than  other  varieties 
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DuVall  4-E  (continued) 


Reverse  E  -  Point  of  first  lower  leaf  is  above  the  space  to  the  left 
of  the  "1"  in  1900 

-  13  leaves,  long  thin  stem  end  turned  downward 

Swiatek  5: 

Obverse  1  -  Same  as  above 

Reverse  C  -  [Please  note  that  the  diagnostics  reported  here  by  the 
author  differ  slightly  from  those  shown  above  for  Reverse  "C."  In  my  capacity 
as  editor,  I  have  to  ask  if  this  implies  the  existence  of  two  varieties  of  this 
reverse  die  "C"  or  simply  two  variant  descriptions  of  the  same  reverse  die?] 

-  Point  of  first  lower  leaf  is  above  the  center  of  the  "9" 
in  1900  [Note:  The  word  "center"  is  used  here. ] 

-  Palm  branch  with  14  medium  leaves  and  short  stem  bent  down¬ 
ward  [Note:  The  words  "Palm  branch"  and  "medium"  are  in¬ 
troduced  here,  and  the  word  "stubby"  is  omitted  from  the 
above  definition  of  reverse  "C."] 

[OK,  so  your  editor  is  being  "picky-picky-picky"  on  this  subject.  That  is  one 
of  the  jobs  of  any  editor.  I  can  promise  you  that  if  the  editor  doesn't  catch 
the  inconsistencies  in  an  article,  the  readers  will  —  especially  ours!  Bill, 
when  you  and  Frank  DuVall  sit  down  to  discuss  standarized  definitions  for  the 
various  obverse  and  reverse  dies  used  in  producing  the  Lafayette  dollars,  I  hope 
you'll  both  pay  even  greater  attention  to  detail  than  ever  before.  The  rest  of 
us  in  this  Society  depend  upon  folks  like  you  and  Frank,  who  are  experts  in  your 
areas  of  specialty,  to  provide  us  with  unequivocably  accurate  information  about 
the  various  subjects  in  which  you  specialize.  My  thinking  is  that,  if  you  and 
Frank  DuVall  (and,  perhaps,  Anthony  Swiatek)  can  work  together  to  develop  an  ac¬ 
curate  listing  of  Lafayette  die  varieties  and  also  a  scale  of  comparative  rari¬ 
ties  for  these  coins,  it  might  also  be  possible  for  our  Society  to  accomplish 
the  same  goals  with  respect  to  other  commemorative  issues.  Wouldn't  that  be 
nice?  Thank  you.  Bill,  for  your  article;  please  keep  up  the  good  work!  RJM. ] 


LAFAYETTE  DOLLAR  EXHIBIT 

During  a  recent  telephone  conversation  with  Society  founding-member  FRANK 
W.  DuVALL  (LM-0001,  AL),  the  Trail  staff  learned  of  Frank's  plans  to  exhibit  at 
the  ANA  convention  in  Orlando,  Florida,  a  display  of  ten  Lafayette  dollars,  in¬ 
cluding  obverse  varieties  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  and  reverse  varieties  A,  B,  C,  D,  and 
E.  The  tenth  coin,  a  variety  1-B,  will  be  included  in  the  display  simply  as  a 
matter  of  symmetry.  The  most  interesting  die  combination,  the  4-E,  will  likely 
be  displayed  with  the  reverse  side  (the  "E"  variety)  facing  upward.  Frank  plans 
to  display  these  coins  mounted  on  pedestals  which  will  raise  them  upward  so  the 
coin  surfaces  will  be  as  near  as  possible  to  the  glass  surface  of  the  display 
case,  thereby  enabling  viewers  to  get  a  close  look  at  these  unusual  commems. 

Frank  DuVall  will  also  be  the  featured  speaker  at  our  Society  meeting  at 
the  ANA  convention  (Saturday,  9  a.m.).  If  you  have  an  interest  in  Lafayette 
dollar  varieties,  or  the  Pilgrim  half  dollars  (Frank's  next  planned  article  for 
publication  in  the  Trail),  please  plan  to  attend  this  Society  meeting. 
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PROPOSALS  FOR  MODERN  COINAGE 


by  Randall  J.  Doty 

If  you  don  t  like  it,  don't  buy  it!  Remember  that  statement  while  you  read 
t  e  following  proposals,  which  are  merely  my  own  personal  opinions. 

Our  circulating  coins  should  be  redesigned  completely.  We  should  put  our 
American  wildlife,  plants  and  animals,  or  personifications  of  "Liberty"  on  our 
coins  no  people.  The  designs  should  be  changed  every  25  years. 

If  we  as  a  country  want  to  honor  famous  people  on  our  coinage,  why  not  be¬ 
gin  a  circulating  half  dollar  commemorative  series  in  addition  to  the  coinage 
described  above.  These  comment  half  dollars  should  have  a  common  reverse,  per¬ 
haps  the  same  as  the  regular  issues;  the  obverse  would  depict  the  individual  to 
be  honored. 

The  mintage  for  all  such  coins  in  the  series  would  be  6,000,000  and  would 
be  divided  equally  between  the  Philadelphia  and  Denver  Mints.  Each  of  the  12 
Federal  Reserve  Banks  would  receive  500,000.  The  only  way  to  ge  uncirculated 
specimens  would  be  from  circulation:  The  Mint  should  not  sell  them.  A  "gem" 
specimen  would  mean  something  because  it  would  be  scarce,  if  not  rare.  Proof 
versions  should  be  limited  to  a  maximum  of  100,000.  The  order  period  should 
last  for  about  two  months,  with  order  forms  being  mailed  on  November  1  and  the 
order  deadline  being  December  31.  At  that  time  all  unsold  coins  should  be  re¬ 
moved  from  sale  and  destroyed.  The  price  should  be  no  more  than  $5  with  a  limit 
of  one  per  customer. 

Commemorative  issues  should  be  limited  by  Congress  to  no  more  than  six  per 
year.  The  uncirculated  strikes  alone  would  earn  the  government  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars.  It  would  add  spice  to  collecting  by  having  to  get  them  from  the  bank,  and 
probably  would  start  more  people  collecting  as  they  found  them.  The  coins  could 
be  advertised  in  the  banks  with  posters,  the  way  the  Postal  Service  does  for  its 
commemorative  stamps. 

To  absorb  all  these  new  halves,  we  collectors  need  to  get  in  the  habit  of 
spending  them.  It's  not  hard.  I've  found  that  a  roll  can  usually  be  spent  in 
a  week.  If  just  100,000  collectors  spent  one  roll  a  week,  that  would  be  104 
million  halves  a  year.  People  would  get  used  to  them  again  by  simply  seeing 
them  all  the  time,  and  more  banks  would  start  carrying  them. 

If  the  Mint  can  break  even  or  turn  a  profit  on  the  silver  Eagles  by  sell¬ 
ing  them  at  $1  over  bullion  prices,  why  not  do  the  same  with  commemoratives? 
Congress  should  look  at  commems  as  a  back  door  way  to  help  the  silver  miners. 
Once  the  silver  stockpile  is  gone,  the  Mint  would  have  to  it  on  the  open  market 
at  a  rate  of  several  million  ounces  a  year.  Formerly  unemployed  miners  would 
pay  taxes  and  the  Mint  would  be  selling  silver  Eagles  and  commems  at  a  profit. 
The  government  couldn't  lose! 

At  this  writing  silver  is  about  $4  per  ounce  and  gold  is  $360.  The  silver 
in  the  Treasury  stockpile  cost  about  $1.29  per  ounce.  This  means  that  a  silver 
dollar  has  eighty-six  cents  worth  of  silver  —  $3  at  today's  prices;  a  $2.14 
profit  per  ounce  to  the  government.  A  half  Eagle  has  about  $90  worth  of  gold. 

Commemorative  silver  dollars  should  be  priced  at  $10  for  uncirculated  coins 
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and  $15  for  proof  coins.  The  half  Eagles  should  be  $110  and  $120  respectively. 
This  would  generate  a  substantial  profit.  All  surcharges  should  be  eliminated 
and  a  tax  deductible  donation  instated.  A  separate  check  made  out  to  the  entity 
(Bureau  of  The  Public  Debt,  etc.)  receiving  the  money  would  ensure  the  collector's 
anonymity. 

The  customer  should  have  the  option  on  whether  or  not  he  wants  a  deluxe  dis¬ 
play  box.  If  he  does,  he  pays  another  $5.  If  not,  his  coin  comes  in  a  sealed 
flip  holder.  This  way,  the  collector  could  put  the  coins  in  a  album  which  cam 
hold  more  coins  per  volume  of  space.  Why  pay  for  a  box  you  don't  want  and  which 
adds  nothing  to  the  coin's  value? 

Congress  should  try  some  one-time  authorizations  for  entire  programs  (and 
save  taxpayer  money).  For  example,  every  state  should  have  a  commemorative  sil¬ 
ver  dollar,  no  more,  no  less,  and  priced  as  above.  If  no  state  has  an  anniver¬ 
sary,  say  every  50  years,  no  coins  are  struck.  If  four  have  one,  four  commems 
are  struck.  Mintages  should  be  held  to  a  maximum  of  1,000,000  with  order  periods 
like  the  half  dollar.  A  set  of  two  coins  (unc  and  proof)  would  cost  only  $25 
without  cases.  The  Mint  would  know  what  was  expected  of  it  10  years  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  and  could  strike  coins  in  slow  years,  but  hold  them  for  the  anniversary 
year.  The  numismatic  press  would  keep  collectors  informed. 

The  Mint  should  ask  collectors  on  their  mailing  list  what  types  of  designs 
they  like  on  coins  —  and  heed  them.  After  all,  we  are  the  ones  who  ultimately 
make  or  break  a  commemorative  program. 

How  about  a  1992  commemorative  for  the  Bicentennial  of  the  Mint?  The  1792 
half  dime  [disme]  was  America's  first  coin.  George  Washington  called  them  ”a 
small  beginning."  The  obverse  of  the  silver  dollar  should  have  a  bust  of  David 
Rittenhous,  first  Director  of  the  Mint.  The  reverse  should  have  a  depiction  of 
the  first  coin  press  used  by  the  Mint. 

Accompanying  this  silver  dollar,  and  sold  ONLY  with  the  dollar,  should  be 
a  silver  half  dime  identical  to  the  original  but  with  a  dual  date,  1792-1992. 

As  silver  is  now  about  $4  per  ounce,  the  Mint  should  be  able  to  sell  these  coin 
sets  at  $10  and  make  a  profit.  The  coins  would  have  only  about  $3  worth  of  sil¬ 
ver.  A  fellow  collector  wrote  in  the  September  24th  issue  of  Numismatic  News 
that  surcharges  should  be  eliminated  and  a  voluntary  contribution  be  instated. 

I  agree.  The  money  should  go  to  the  National  Coin  Collection  in  the  Smithsonian. 
Why  not  experiment?  The  government  wouldn't  lose  a  thing.  At  $10  they  would 
still  make  a  profit,  and  get  rid  of  more  of  their  silver. 

Does  this  sound  expensive?  Go  back  and  read  the  first  sentence  again.  The 
coin  designs  I  don't  like  have  no  place  in  my  collection.  My  modem  commemora¬ 
tive  collection  is  complete  when  I  have  the  ones  I  like.  You  don't  HAVE  to  have 
one  of  everything.  It's  YOUR  collection. 


Editor's  Response:  Randall,  you  certainly  covered  a  lot  of  ground  on  a  variety 
of  extremely  controversial  subjects;  regular  coinage,  commera  coinage,  redesign 
of  circulating  coinage,  distribution  of  coinage  via  the  Federal  Reserve  baulking 
system,  long-range  coinage  prograuras,  Mint  profits.  Mint  surcharges,  time  periods 
for  ordering  coins  from  the  Mint,  tax  deductions,  optional  display-boxes.  Mint 
product-pricing  versus  gold  and  silver  bullion  market  prices,  limiting  mintages. 
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selling  the  government-owned  silver  stockpile,  and  helping  the  mining  industry. 
In  your  letter  you  wrote  that  you  thought  I  would  be  interested  in  your  ideas 
and  asked  What  do  you  think?"  I'm  always  interested  in  ideas,  whether  or  not 
I  happen  to  agree  with  them.  Agreeing  or  disagreeing  with  ideas  is  not  the  job 
of  any  editor.  Presenting  those  ideas  to  the  readership  is!  However,  because 
you  specifically  asked  fcr  my  thoughts.  I'll  comment  on  your  article,  but  only 
in  my  capacity  as  a  member  of  our  Society,  not  in  my  capacity  as  editor  of  the 
Trail. 


Our  journal  exists  to  serve  both  our  Society's  members  and  all  others  who 
are  interested  in  U.S.  commemorative  coins.  Although  most  of  the  material  we 
publish  in  the  Trail  is  submitted  by  members,  non-members  are  also  welcome  to 
contribute  to  our  journal.  Now  with  these  editoral  remarks  out  of  the  way,  here 
are  my  personal  thoughts  on  some  of  your  proposals: 

I  doubt  that  we  could  find  any  two  commem  enthusiasts  who  would  agree  with 
of  your  proposals,  or,  for  that  matter,  all  of  the  ideas  any  one  of  us  might 
come  up  with.  In  my  own  case,  I  agree  with  some  of  your  ideas,  disagree  with 
some,  and  reserve  my  opinion  on  others  (either  because  I  didn't  understand  the 
idea  or  because  I  don't  have  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  facts  to  reach  a  deci¬ 
sion)  . 


"If  you  don't  like  it,  don't  buy  it!  Your  opening  remark  in  this  article 
is  a  powerful  statement  advocating  the  philosophy  of  a  free  market,  at  least  on 
the  side  of  buyers  (the  "demand"  side,  in  terms  of  economics).  Unfortunately, 
the  "supply"  side  of  this  market  is  the  U.S.  Mint,  which  is  not  constrained  to 
operate  on  the  same  set  of  standards  required  of  businesses.  For  example,  the 
Mint  is  free  to  price  its  products  quite  without  regard  to  fair  market  value  and 
to  advertise  (hype?)  its  products  as  being  good  "investments."  Some  coin  dealers 
have  been  dragged  into  court  by  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  (FTC)  and  charged 
with  offenses  such  as  selling  coins  at  prices  far  above  "fair  market  value"  and 
for  suggesting  to  their  customers  that  the  coins  would  be  good  "investments." 

In  recent  years.  Mint  products  have  reached  the  secondary  market  only  to  trade 
at  levels  well  below  the  Mint's  original  selling  prices.  So,  why  should  anyone 
buy  directly  from  the  Mint  at  its  artificially  inflated  prices? 

Should  our  circulating  coins  be  redesigned  periodically?  Yes,  provided  the 
changes  come  one  by  one,  not  all  at  once.  Should  we  depict  human  portraits  on 
our  coinage?  No!  In  my  view,  some  of  the  subjects  worthy  of  consideration  for 
inclusion  on  our  coinage  and  paper  money  are:  Noble  ideas  and  concepts  such  as 
liberty,  freedom,  equality,  and  justice;  great  achievements;  important  events; 
native  American  plants  and  animals.  Australia  did  a  magnificent  job  in  creat¬ 
ing  circulating  coinage  depicting  uniquely  Australian  animals.  We  could  do  the 
same.  As  to  the  periodicity  of  such  changes,  I  remain  open-minded;  however,  if 
such  periodicity  were  to  be  established  by  law,  I  would  oppose  premature  termi¬ 
nation  of  any  coinage  series  (such  as  was  the  case  with  the  Franklin  half  dol¬ 
lar,  which  was  terminated  illegally  by  the  Congress  in  direct  violation  of  fed¬ 
eral  law  requiring  a  minimum  run  for  the  issue  of  25  years). 

As  to  your  suggestion  for  specific  mintage  numbers  for  various  issues.  I'll 
pass.  That  is  a  matter  which  I  believe  is  best  left  to  the  free  market  to  de- 
determine,  especially  in  the  case  of  circulating  coinage,  which  exists  primarily 
to  serve  the  needs  of  commerce .  In  the  case  of  commemorative  coinage,  perhaps 
we  need  a  "Benito  Mussolini"  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  someone  who  would  be 
authorized  to  execute  any  Congressman  who  had  proposed  or  voted  for  unsuccessful 
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commemorative  coinage  programs  (Wouldn't  that  thin  the  ranks  of  Congress!). 

We  wouldn't  really  have  to  shoot  Congressmen;  we'd  just  have  to  persuade 
them  to  pass  a  law  which  would  prohibit  Congress  from  mandating  mintage  figures 
for  any  coinage  issue.  When  not  fettered  by  the  Congress,  the  Hint  has  proven 
itself  quite  capable  of  meeting  our  nation's  needs  for  circulating  coinage.  In 
just  the  same  way,  I  believe,  the  Mint  ought  to  be  the  decision-maker  in  setting 
the  numerical  figures  regarding  production  of  commemorative  coins.  I  like  your 
idea  about  establishing  a  regular  time  period  for  ordering  Mint  products.  A  two- 
month  ordering  period  seems  reasonable  to  me.  The  Mint  could  easily  accept  all 
orders  postmarked,  say,  from  November  1  through  December  31,  and  then  make  the 
decision  as  to  the  numbers  of  an  issue  to  be  struck.  Once  all  the  checks  have 
cleared  the  bank,  the  Mint  could  set  about  striking  the  coins  (perhaps  with  an 
authorization  to  strike  ten  or  fifteen  percent  more  coins  than  were  ordered,  so 
as  to  have  in  reserve  a  sufficient  quantity  of  coins  for  the  purposes  of  replac¬ 
ing  any  which  may  have  been  badly  struck,  mishandled,  or  undelivered,  etc.).  I 
think  this  procedure  would  cut  down  on  the  mega-tonnage  of  commemorative  coins 
having  to  be  melted. 

In  reading  between  the  lines  of  your  article,  I  sense  that  your  frustrations 
with  our  nation's  coinage  programs  seem  to  be  that  we  have  far  too  many  different 
issues,  excessive  mintage  levels  for  each  issue,  and,  that  we  lack  a  coherent  and 
comprehensive  long-range  plan  (or,  for  that  matter,  any  plain  at  all).  Assuming 
I  have  correctly  interpreted  your  thoughts  here,  I  am  in  complete  agreement  on 
all  three  points. 

Concerning  your  suggestion  for  a  1992  commemorative  program  to  honor  the 
Mint's  bicentennial,  many  dealers,  collectors,  and  clubs  were  strong  advocates 
of  such  a  program.  Unfortunately,  the  Congress  has  passed  so  many  laws  over  the 
years  mandating  that  our  coinage  must  bear  this  or  that  motto  that  the  Mint  can 
not  legally  strike  any  coinage  accurately  replicating  the  early  issues  of  Ameri¬ 
can  coins  (or,  for  that  matter,  later  coinage  such  as  the  1907  Saint-Gaudens 
double  eagle  or  the  1921  Missouri  Centennial  half  dollar). 

Regarding  your  comments  about  the  Mint's  pricing  of  its  products  in  compari¬ 
son  to  free-raarket  prices  of  precious  metals,  obviously  the  Mint  is  calling  for 
very  heavy  surcharges  over  the  prevailing  bullion  levels.  I  believe  this  prac¬ 
tice  is  unwarranted,  unethical,  and,  perhaps,  illegal.  Certainly,  the  Mint  is 
allowed  to  operate  under  standards  much  more  liberal  than  those  accorded  to  you 
and  I. 

As  to  your  remarks  about  our  government  selling  off  its  bullion  reserves 
and  subsequently  becoming  a  major  buyer  so  as  to  help  our  mining  industry,  the 
facts  are  that  is  has  not  been  our  national  policy  to  eliminate  the  government 
stockpile  of  precious  metals.  There  have  been  major  adjustments  in  the  levels 
deemed  appropriate  to  be  held  for  war-reserves,  and,  as  a  result,  some  reserves 
have  been  drawn  down  through  government  sales.  In  the  case  of  silver  bullion, 
America  has  for  many  decades  maintained  enormous  stockpiles  of  silver,  albeit 
through  a  combination  of  political  chicanery,  chance  good  luck,  and  a  measure 
of  true  foresight  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  decision  makers.  In  my  view,  it 
is  perfectly  rational  for  our  government  to  draw  down  on  our  silver  reserves, 
which  far  exceed  our  current  and  predicted  strategic- reserve  requirements.  Why? 
Simply  because  the  metal  iron  is  rapidly  replacing  silver  in  the  photographic 
and  visual  recording  industries.  Cameras,  as  we  used  to  know  them,  required 
light-sensitive  film,  which  involved  the  use  of  silver.  Today's  video  cameras 
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employ  a  permanent  light-sensitive  element  which  converts  incoming  light  into 
digital  electric  impulses  which  are  then  stored  magnetically  on  an  iron-oxide 
medium  (that  reddish-brown  stuff  on  the  surface  of  reel-to-reel  tapes,  cassette 
tapes,  and  computer  floppy-disks). 

By  the  end  of  this  century,  it  is  highly  likely  that  there  will  remain  no 
major  manufacturer  in  the  world  producing  either  cameras  or  film  dependent  upon 
the  technology  of  the  light-sensitive  properties  of  silver.  Accordingly,  unless 
some  unforeseeable  new  use  for  silver  arises  during  the  next  several  years,  the 
world's  supply  of  this  metal  seems  destined  to  exceed  the  demand  for  it.  As  is 
the  case  with  any  commodity,  when  supply  exceeds  demand,  prices  fall.  With  this 
background  in  mind,  it  would  seem  prudent  for  our  goverment  to  sell-off  its  ex¬ 
cessive  reserves  of  silver  bullion  at  today's  market  prices. 

I  was  curious  as  to  your  proposal  that  certain  coinage  should  be  "divided 
equally  between  the  Philadelphia  and  Denver  Mints."  What  about  the  West  Point 
and  San  Francisco  Mints?  A  lot  of  collectors  "love"  those  mint-marks! 

Wouldn't  it  be  wonderful  if  the  Mint  would  develop  a  system  for  distribu¬ 
tion  of  its  products  comparable  to  the  Postal  Service's  system?  Instead  of  the 
branch  post  offices,  the  Mint  might  distribute  its  products  via  the  12  Federal 
Reserve  Banks  (as  you  proposed)  to  all  federally-chartered  banks  and  savings  & 
loan  institutions.  Given  some  national  advertising,  and  with  posters  in  each  of 
the  local  branch  offices,  our  hobby  might  someday  rival  that  of  our  philatelic 
cousins.  In  closing,  I  want  to  thank  you  again  for  your  letter  and  article. 

NAME  THAT  COMMEM! 


Above  is  shown  a  1922  Grant  Memorial  half  dollar.  Outlined  on  the  photo 
is  the  XCU  shown  on  page  21.  Shown  on  that  XCU  was  the  stylized  signature  of 
designer  Laura  Gardin  Fraser,  who  also  designed  the  Grant  gold  dollar. 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 
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COMMEM- RELATED  MEMORABILIA 


Below,  and  on  the  following  pages,  are  shown  a  number  of  "First-Day  Covers" 
that  tie-in  with  various  commemorative  coins.  Society  member,  John  Flitter,  who 
submitted  these  photocopies  wrote*.  "They  are  very  colorful  for  the  most  part." 
Thank  you,  John,  for  sharing  this  interesting  memorabilia  with  our  readership. 


William  Banks 

727  Sims  Vve . 
Columbia  S.O. 
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Honolulu,  Hawaii 


\.0 


KCAIAKoKuA  ,  EAtAI  f-  'There  Copt.  Cook 
landed  and  was  killed  by  the  natives- 
Feb.  14,  1779. 
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FIRST  DAY  OF  ISSUE 


*  SCIENTIST 

A«Gi f.  OIRECTOR  OF  RESEARCH 

TUSKECEE  INSTITUTE 


Judge  Harry  J.  Lemley 
Federal  Building 
Texarkana,  Arkansas. 
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RHODE  ISLAND 
TERCENTENARY 


1636  -  1936 


MAKE  THAT  COWBII 


We  showed  the  above  XCU  to  Homer,  who  became  very  excited,  thinking  that 
Bill  Fivaz  had  followed  up  on  his  suggestion  to  create  a  new  series  "Name  that 
Nose!"  "Wow!,"  Homer  said,  "Double  honkers!"  Homer  once  told  us,  "A  nose  by 
any  other  name  is  still  a  nose!"  (Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 


37 


DELAWARE  MYSTERY  PARTIALLY  RESOLVED 
The  Skeleton  Key 


On  the  cover  of  our  previous  issue  was  a  photograph  of  a  newly  discovered 
plaster-of-paris  casting  of  a  negative  of  the  reverse  of  the  Delaware  Tercen¬ 
tenary  half  dollar.  Appearing  on  pages  19  and  20  of  that  issue  (Fall/Winter 
1991 ,  Volume  7 ,  No.  3)  was  an  article  by  one  of  our  Society's  youngest  members, 
John  Kraljevich,  Jr.,  entitled  "A  Delaware  Discovery."  John's  article  included 
two  additional  photos  of  the  plaster  model,  and  asked  for  help  from  our  members 
in  resolving  two  important  questions >  First,  what  is  the  significance  of  the 
key  which  appears  at  the  six  o'clock  position  on  the  plaster  cast;  Second,  who 
really  designed  this  coin?  Was  it  Adam  Pietz  or  Carl  L.  Schmitz? 

Society  member  Anthony  Swiatek  was  the  first  to  respond  to  our  query  about 
the  key.  Anthony  suggested  a  relationship  between  the  key  and  the  name  of  the 
ship  depicted  on  the  coin,  KAU4AR  NYCKEL,  which  translates  into  English  as  KEY 
OF  KA124AR.  Kalmar  is  a  port  city  in  the  southeastern  region  of  Sweden. 

In  the  absence  of  reports  of  similar  keys  appearing  on  any  other  castings 
by  Adam  Pietz  or  Carl  L.  Schmitz,  we  are  left  to  surmise  that  Anthony  Swiatek' s 
explanation  is  correct.  Apparently,  the  sculptor  added  the  key  to  the  plaster 
model  as  an  "extra  touch. " 

Some  of  our  Society  members  asked  if  there  really  was  a  "key"  on  the  plas¬ 
ter  model,  or  if  we  were  all  seeing  things?  There  no  longer  remains  any  doubt. 
John  Kraljevich  told  us  that  he  had  consigned  his  plaster  cast  of  the  Delaware 
for  sale  at  auction  (March,  1992)  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  We  contacted 
Bowers  and  Merena  and  asked  for  their  help  in  obtaining  XCU  (Extreme  Close  Up) 
photographs  of  the  model,  and  especially  of  the  area  involving  the  skeleton  key. 

Cathy  Dumont-Deyak,  photographer  for  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  responded 
Immediately.  Cathy  sent  us  a  nice  letter  and  three  magnificent  photographs;  one 
of  the  whole  cast,  and  two  XCU  "moonscape"  closeups  of  the  skeleton  key  which 
appears  on  that  casting.  Cathy's  letter  and  all  three  of  her  photographs  are 
included  on  the  following  pages. 

As  you  examine  Cathy's  two  XCU  photos  of  the  "skeleton  key,"  you'll  note  a 
serious  deterioration  of  the  surface,  especially  on  the  high-relief  areas  of  the 
thumb  loop  and  the  key-shaft;  the  four  key-dentils  appear  less  affected.  In  any 
case,  there  is  simply  no  question  that  the  key  appears  on  the  plaster  model  and 
that  it  was  deliberately  placed  there  by  the  sculptor.  There  is  no  evidence  of 
tool-marking  which  might  suggest  the  shaving  away  of  a  flat  field  surface  so  as 
leave  the  skeleton  key  in  high-relief.  Furthermore,  the  physical  deterioration 
of  the  surfaces  seems  consistent  with  what  we  should  expect  from  the  acid-rich 
airborne  moisture  of  the  region  in  combination  with  non-waterproof  corrugated 
cardboard  packaging  and  the  acid-sensitivity  of  plaster-of -paris.  Sulfuric  acid 
is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cardboard  and  traces  of  it  are  residual;  cardboard 
is  simply  not  an  acceptable  medium  in  which  to  store  either  plaster  or  metals. 

We  hope  the  new  owner  of  this  unique  Delaware  model  will  take  steps  to  reduce 
the  rate  of  deterioration  by  providing  for  separate,  airtight,  storage  of  both 
the  model  and  the  original  packaging. 

Now,  as  to  the  second  part  of  this  "Delaware  Mystery,"  nobody  has  answered 
the  question  as  to  whether  it  was  Adam  Pietz  or  Carl  L.  Schmitz  who  was  truly 
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3^bl?  tor^  design  of  the  ship-side  of  the  Delaware  comae®.  Schmitz  is 

"«ran^'<bUt  Wh°  really  did  it?  John  Kraljevich  reported  finding  this  model 
wrappetj  in  a  corrugated  cardboard  cover"  including  a  label:  "Design  Submitted 

lar  "  •  Min5  ®n9raver  Ada“  Pietz  for  the  obverse  of  the  1938  Delaware  half  dol¬ 
lar.  So,  Who  Dunnit?"  We  await  the  wisdoa  of  our  Society's  scholars! 


Above  is  shown  the  plaster  aodel  of  the  Delaware  Tercentenary  half  dollar 
discovered  by  John  Krai  jevich,  Jr. ,  and  photographed  by  Cathy  Dumont-Deyak,  of 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.  The  aodel  is  portrayed  resting  upon  the  cor¬ 
rugated  cardboard  packaging  in  which  it  was  found.  The  arrow  at  bottoa  points 
to  the  "skeleton  key."  (Photo  courtesy  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.) 
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Above  and  below  are  shown  XCU  photos  of  the  skeleton  key  appearing  on  the 
plaster  »odel  of  the  Delaware  Tercentenary  half  dollar.  Photos  taken  by  Cathy 
Duaont-Deyak  and  presented  here  courtesy  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 
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Bovvers  and  Merena 

GALLERIES,  INC. 


VVS our  mends  m  bus  rare  coin  business 


March  11,  1992 


Randall  Jack  Moore 
Numismatic  Directory 
8368-E  Via  Sonoma 
La  Jolla,  CA  92037 


Dear  Mr.  Moore: 

Enclosed  please  find  the  photograph  of  lot  2664  from  our  March  1992  auction. 

I  have  also  enclosed  two  exposures  of  the  skeleton  key  found  at  the  bottom. 

I  hope  they  are  helpful. 

If  we  can  be  of  any  assistance  in  the  future,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact 
us . 


Sincerely, 


c  C 


Cathy  Dumont-Deyak 
Photographer 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 


&  frUtQrtfrj  Mate 

Enclosures:  as  stated  ^°t  ^  2664,  in  the  Bowers  &  Merena 

Galleries  Auction  of  March,  1992 
sold  for  $715. 


BOX  12  2  4  •  WOLFEBORO.  \  H  03894  •  '800)  222-5993  •  (603)  569-5095  •  FAX  (603)  569-5319 
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ISRAEL  STATE  MEDAL  —  A  COLUMBIAN  TIE -IK 


by  Randall  Jack  Moore  (R-1792,  CA) ,  MLG 

In  the  previous  issue  of  the  Trail  (Volume  7,  #3)  there  appeared  two  very 
interesting  articles  by  Rodger  W.  Bridwell  (R-1982,  OR).  The  first  of  these  was 
entitled  "California  at  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  of  1893."  The  second 
was  entitled  "Isabella  and  Columbus."  Additionally,  Rodger  was  featured  in  that 
issue  as  "Meaber  in  the  Spotlight."  You'll  remember  that  Rodger  not  only  spent 
years  in  Spain,  studying  the  history  of  the  Coluabian  era,  but  that  he  also,  by 
his  own  hands,  built  and  sailed  a  boat  across  the  Atlantic,  "In  the  Wake  of  Col- 
uabus."  [Rodger  is  working  on  an  article  describing  his  voyage  for  publication 
in  a  future  issue  of  the  Trail. J 

In  Rodger's  article,  "Isabella  and  Coluabus,"  he  explained  that  Spain  had 
finally  defeated  the  last  Moorish  stronghold  in  Spain  (Granada)  on  January  2, 
1492.  Subsequently,  Isabella  sent  for  Columbus  and  they  planned  his  first  voy¬ 
age.  Isabella  was  spared  the  embarrassment  of  having  to  pawn  her  Royal  Jewels 
to  finance  the  voyage  when  several  private  investors  —  all  cf  then  Jews  —  put 
up  the  money.  Their  reward?  On  March  31,  1492,  in  Granada,  Queen  Isabella  and 
King  Ferdinand  signed  the  decree  banishing  all  Jews  fro*  the  United  Kingdoms  of 
Castille  and  Aragon.  Jews  were  given  only  three  months  to  terminate  all  their 
affairs,  sell  their  businesses  and  property,  and  were  forbidden  fro*  taking  with 
the*  any  gold,  silver,  or  minted  coins  (among  other  items  of  value). 

The  Israeli  government  has  memorialized  the  500th  anniversary  of  this  event 
on  official  state  medals  (in  varying  sizes  and  metals,  including  gold,  silver, 
and  bronze  tombac).  Below  is  shown  the  cover  of  a  flyer  concerning  this  issue 
distributed  by  the  Israel  Government  Coins  and  Medals  Corp. ,  Ltd. ,  Jerusalem, 
Israel.  This  Israel  medal  will  be  of  interest  to  all  Columbus  "buffs"  and  to 
every  serious  student  of  Columbian  era  history. 


ff/WA 


State 

Medal 
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Thus  it  was  that  the  year  1492  saw  the  ending  of  seven  centuries  of  Moorish 
rule  over  the  kingdoms  of  Spain;  the  forcible  expulsion  of  Jews;  the  beginning 
of  the  Spanish  Inquisition  (a  horror  which  was  to  endure  until  1818);  the  start 
of  a  series  of  voyages  of  discovery  by  Columbus  and  other  European  explorers; 
and  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  the  estimated  37  millions  of  people  who  then 
populated  the  continents  which  were  to  become  known  by  their  European  names  as 
North  and  South  America. 


It  is  estimated  that  200,000  Jews  were  expelled  by  that  banishment  decree, 
which  brought  to  an  end  fifteen  centuries  of  Jewish  life  in  Spain.  During  those 
fifteen  hundred  years,  Spanish  Jewry,  under  Roman,  Moslem,  and  Christian  rule 
had  flourished.  The  Jews  of  Spain  had  been  an  integral  part  of  local  politics, 
commerce,  and  culture  in  that  country.  So  long  as  they  were  granted  religious 
freedom,  Spanish  Jews  deferred  to  their  political  masters,  and  served  in  every 
imaginable  capacity,  from  agriculture  to  philosophy,  from  poetry  to  medicine, 
and  from  commerce  to  the  Royal  Court. 


Above  is  depicted  the  obverse  of  the  1992  Israel  medal  issued  in  commemora 
tion  of  the  500th  anniversary  of  the  Expulsion  of  the  Jews  from  Spain.  Arrows 
on  the  nedal  show  the  many  paths  of  exodus  followed  by  Jews  fleeing  Spain;  they 
fled  to  Portugal,  Havarre,  Italy,  north  Africa,  and  to  the  Orient,  Dost  notably 
to  the  OttODan  Empire  and  Erez  Israel.  {Photo  courtesy  of  Israel  Government) 

This  author  speculates  that  the  expulsion  of  Jews  fron  Spain,  and  the  at¬ 
tending  loss  of  the  state's  most  tolerant  and  even-handed  intellectuals,  contri¬ 
buted  directly  to  the  duration  and  madness  of  the  Spanish  Inquisition. 
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IT'S  TIME  FOR  A  CHANGE 


Washlnqton-Carver  or  Carver-Washington? 
an  Editorial  Comment 

In  the  spring,  1991,  issue  of  the  Trail  (Vol.  7,  #1,  pp  18-21)  we  published 
an  article  by  Society  member  Q.  David  Bowers  entitled  "A  Commemorative  Book  is 
Created."  The  article  dealt  with  the  creation  of  a  new  encyclopedia  on  coramems, 
and  provided  the  reader  with  interesting  background  information  about  the  author 
and  his  extensive  research  into  the  subject.  It  included  previously  unpublished 
information  and  was  a  splendid  treat  for  our  readers.  While  it  is  always  fun  to 
to  read  about  new  revelations,  there  comes  a  time  when  such  revelations  must  be 
acted  upon;  and  this  is  the  case  here. 

In  the  aforementioned  issue  of  the  Trail.  David  Bowers'  article  included 
the  following  important  paragraph  regarding  the  correct  nomenclature  for  one  of 
our  U.S.  commemorative  coins.  He  wrote; 

"I  learned  that  what  we  cadi  the  Washington-Carver  half  dollar  (first  minted 
in  1951)  should  in  fact  be  called  the  Carver-Washington  half  dollar.  Indeed, 
these  were  specifically  issued  by  the  Carver-Washington  Coin  Commission  (of  Rocky 
Mount,  Virginia;  under  direction  of  Dr.  S.  J.  Phillips,  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
earlier  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollars).  Early  advertisements  published  in 
The  Numismatist  by  the  Bebee  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  (later,  Bebee's)  and  R.  Green 
specifically  referred  to  these  as  Carver-Washington  half  dollars,  as  indeed  was 
correct.  However,  when  these  new  coins  were  first  listed  in  A  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins,  they  were  simply  added  on  to  the  existing  listing  of  the 
Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollars,  with  no  new  illustration  or  explanation  of 
the  design,  with  a  notation  that  these  were  "Washington-Carver”  pieces  —  that 
is,  were  simply  another  variety  of  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollars  (which  in 
actuality  was  not  the  case  with  the  coins).  Over  a  period  of  time  this  error 
has  been  compounded,  with  the  result  that  today  virtually  everyone  calls  them 
Washington-Carver  half  dollars.  Perhaps  the  new  book  will  cause  a  rethinking 
of  the  situation." 

In  his  new  book.  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States;  A  Complete  Ency¬ 
clopedia.  the  author  lists  the  "Carver-Washington"  half  dollar  in  its  correct 
position,  near  the  top  of  the  alphabetical  listing  of  commems,  rather  than  near 
the  bottom  (as  "Washington-Carver" ) .  It  is  time  for  other  publishers  of  informa¬ 
tion  about  commemorative  coins  to  do  the  same.  However,  before  our  Society  can 
point  the  finger  at  other  publishers,  we  must  first  put  our  own  house  in  order. 
Accordingly,  beginning  with  this  issue  of  the  Trail,  our  alphabetical  listing  of 
commems,  as  included  in  our  regular  column  "Show  Reports,"  will  follow  the  lead 
taken  by  Society  scholar  and  author,  Q.  David  Bowers. 

We  call  upon  all  compilers  and  publishers  of  information  pertaining  to  U.S. 
commemorative  coins  to  join  with  us  in  "rethinking  the  situation"  and  in  giving 
proper  alphabetical  placement  to  the  "Carver-Washington"  half  dollar,  and  proper 
recognition  to  the  fact  that  the  coin  is  not  merely  a  variant  of  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  series,  but  a  unique  issue  in  its  own  right. 

We  recognize  that  complying  with  this  request  will  involve  a  measure  of  in¬ 
convenience  on  the  part  of  publishers.  However,  it  is  a  job  that  needs  doing, 
and  one  that  is  long  overdue. 
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SHOW  REPORTS 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

Long  Beach  Expo  —  February  1992 

The  activity  for  the  February  Expo  was  considered  by  many  to  be  very  good. 
As  usual,  the  complaints  were  "not  enough  fresh  material,"  and  that  want  lists 
could  not  be  filled.  Dealers  seemed  quite  optimistic  about  the  market;  some  of 
their  comments  were: 


"I  bought  a  couple  of  NGC  MS-66  coins  and  paid  approximately  30%  over 
bid.  When  they  have  gorgeous  color,  full  strike,  and  are  all  there  with  tremen¬ 
dous  eye  appeal,  the  sheet  has  little  bearing  on  the  wholesale  purchase  price." 


"I  did  buy  an  MS-64  Stone  Mountain  that  had  color  and  was  much  better 
than  low  65s  I  saw  on  the  floor;  I  sold  it  as  a  64PQ  at  almost  twice  bid." 

"Generally,  the  coins  on  the  floor  were  nil.  They  were  ugly,  plain, 
the  kind  that  are  absolutely  low-end.  The  ones  I  choose  to  buy  are  those  that 
are  very  high  for  the  grade,  and  they  carry  a  premium  that  more  accurately  re¬ 
flects  the  value  of  the  grade  instead  of  the  sheet. " 


"Raw,  slabbed,  everthing  was  selling.  There  were  collectors  buying 
and  dealers  buying.  It  was  probably  the  strongest  selling  show  I  have  had  in  a 
year  and  a  half." 

"There  was  a  lot  of  activity  on  63-65  material;  I  sold  a  lot  of  coins." 

"The  lower-level  commems  I  bought  were  going  to  German  buyers.  For 
high-end  commems  at  current  levels,  for  10%-20%  over  bid  constitutes  'wholesale. ' 
Generally,  this  was  a  very  active  show. " 


Some  examples  of  wholesale  trading  are  as  follows: 


Bay  Bridge  .  (PCGS  MS-63) 

Bay  Bridge  .  (PCGS  MS-66) 

Bay  Bridge  .  (PCGS  MS-68) 

Carver- Washington  (1952)  .  (PCGS  MS-66) 

Columbian  Expo  (1893)  .  (PCGS  MS-65) 

Columbian  Expo  (1892)  .  (PCGS  MS-66) 

Columbia,  S.C.  (1936-D)  .  (PCGS  MS-68) 

Columbia,  S.C.  (1936-D)  .  (PCGS  MS-67) 

Elgin  .  (PCGS  MS-66) 

Huguenot  .  (PCGS  MS-66) 

Lexington  .  (PCGS  MS-62) 

Hew  Rochelle  P/L .  (HGC  MS-65) 

Norfolk  .  (PCGS  MS-67) 

Oregon  Trail  (1926-S)  .  (PCGS  MS-67) 

Oregon  Trail  (1936-S)  .  (PCGS  MS-67) 

Pilgrim  (1920)  . .  (PCGS  MS-64) 

Pilgrim  (1920)  .  (pCGS  MS-66) 

Pilgrim  (1921)  .  (PCGS  MS-66) 

Rhode  Island  (1936-D)  .  (PCGS  MS-66) 

Roanoke  .  (PCGS  MS-67) 


$  115 
$  950 
$11,000 
$  475 
$  1,750 
$  5,000 
$  5,000 
$  2,200 
$  1,450 
$  2,850 
$  55 
$  1,200 
$  975 
$  1,450 
$  1,400 
$  130 
$2,700 
$  3,100 
$  2,250 
$2,200 
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(Long  Beach  Expo  -  Continued) 


Robinson-Arkansas  . 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

1,750 

San  Diego  (1935-S)  P/L  . 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

1,500 

Sesqui  . 

MS-64)  . 

.  $ 

1,000 

Texas  (1934)  . 

MS-67)  . 

.  $ 

1,500 

Booker  T.  Washington  (1946)  . 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

180 

York  . 

MS-67)  . 

.  $ 

1,100 

AHA /PNG  Early  Spring  Convention  —  February  1992 

The  AHA/PNG  Early  Spring  Convention  was  again  held  in  Dallas,  Texas.  The 
activity  was  relatively  slow.  Fresh  material  was  seldom  encountered,  and  high- 
end  coins  were  being  quoted  at  excessive  prices  in  relation  to  sheet  levels. 
Generally,  dealers  were  not  overly  optimistic  about  the  show  and  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  statements? 


"For  the  'ordinary'  nice  issues  I  was  paying  10%  over  Bluesheet,  but 
the  coins  had  to  be  properly  graded  and  attractive." 


"I  thought  the  show  was  relatively  strong  compared  to  recent  shows, 
which  have  been  poor.  The  mood  was  generally  somewhat  positive.  Most  people 
felt  that  the  market  had  turned  and  was  on  the  upside  —  a  good  time  to  be  get¬ 
ting  into  the  market.  It  was  apparent  that  the  sight-unseen  market  had  risen 
above  the  Bluesheet." 


"There  was  very  sparse  material  —  very  little!  Several  dealers  have 
indicated  that  they  did  more  business  in  the  first  two  months  of  this  year  than 
than  they  did  in  the  last  six  months  of  last  year. " 

"I  found  only  about  four  coins  for  customers  at  home.  That  is  not 
enough  to  pay  wages,  let  alone  expenses.  I  sold  a  few,  but  they  were  at  today's 
prices  in  order  to  do  business." 


Some  examples  of  wholesale 

trading  are  as 

follows: 

Isabella  Quarter  . 

.  (NGC 

MS-64)  . 

.  $ 

1,850 

Lafayette  Dollar  . 

.  (NGC 

MS-64  PQ)  . 

.  $ 

3,750 

Alabama  . 

.  (HALMK 

MS-63)  . 

.  $ 

725 

California  Jubilee  . 

.  . .  (PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

.  $ 

1,350 

Connecticut  . 

.  (NGC 

MS-65)  . 

.  $ 

650 

Delaware  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-67)  . 

.  $ 

7,500 

Lincoln  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

.  $ 

800 

Maine  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

.  $ 

260 

Maine  . 

.  (NGC 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

2,700 

Missouri  2x4  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-64)  . 

.  $ 

1,850 

New  Rochelle  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

.  $ 

270 

Norfolk  . 

.  (NGC 

MS-65)  . 

.  $ 

440 

Oregon  Trail  (1936-S)  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-67)  . 

.  $ 

1,250 

Pan-Pac  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-64)  . 

.  $ 

1,400 

Pan-Pac  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-67)  . 

.  $13,000 

Robinson-Arkansas  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

1,850 

Sesqui  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

.  $ 

200 

Sesqui  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-64)  . 

.  $ 

700 

Texas  (1934)  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-67)  . 

.  $ 

1,500 
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Central  States  Numismatic  Society  Convention  --  May  1992 


Dealers  and  collectors  were  both  trying  to  transact  business.  The  market 
was  their  primary  concern,  but  news  of  the  riots  in  California  and  the  mugging 
of  two  dealers  attending  the  show  in  Minneapolis  brought  everyone  back  to  sub¬ 
jects  of  far  greater  importance.  Business,  of  course,  continued,  but  there  was 
a  certain  amount  of  uneasiness  felt  in  the  bourse  room.  Security  is  always  a 
constant  concern,  but  demonstrations  outside  the  hall  in  which  a  convention  is 
is  being  held  do  put  a  damper  on  the  activity  inside  it. 

Dealers  and  collectors  came  with  long  want-lists,  and  both  met  with  lowered 
results  than  expected  in  acquiring  coins  needed.  In  recent  months  the  general 
economy  has  had  its  impact  on  our  hobby;  the  coins  that  are  being  purchased  are 
largely  ones  that  are  "sold"  to  customers;  no  one  is  stocking  too  much  inventory 
unless  it  is  especially  attractive  or  rare. 

We  queried  dealers  on  their  reactions  to  the  show.  Some  of  their  comments 
are  as  follows: 

"I  found  it  hard  to  buy.  It  was  very  difficult  to  find  'on-grade'  com- 
mems  at  anything  close  to  current  levels." 

"This  show  had  the  biggest  disparity  in  years  between  the  number  of 
coins  I  bought  and  the  number  of  coins  I  sold.  I  was  not  trying  to  sell  coins; 
they  sold  themselves.  Prices  were  20%-40%  higher  than  they  were  in  Tampa,  and 
easy  to  sell  at  those  levels." 

"It  seems  to  me  that  there  was  strong  demand  for  commems  in  all  grades, 
as  opposed  to  some  of  the  recent  shows  where  65s,  66s.  and  67s  were  hot.  I  had 
interest  in  the  63-67  range,  and  even  68s  were  sold." 

"There  were  hardly  any  eye-appealing,  quality  coins,  and  those  that 
were  sold  at  huge  premiums.  It  was  the  first  time  in  three  years  that  I  was 
able  to  sell  coins  at  double-bid,  or  more,  for  the  really  premium  material." 

"I  came  to  the  show  expecting  to  sell  $15,000-$20,000,  and  I  sold  over 
$100,000  worth  of  commems." 

Some  examples  of  wholesale  trading  are  as  follows: 


Isabella  Quarter  . 

Alabama  2x2  . 

Albany  . 

Bay  Bridge  . 

Boone  (1937-D)  . 

Boone  (1937-S)  . 

Carve r-Washington  (1951-S)  . 

Carver- Washington  (1952)  . 

Carve r-Washington  (1954  PDS  Set) 

Columbian  Expo  (1892)  . 

Connecticut  . 

Delaware  . 

Delaware  . 

Elgin  . 

Gettysburg  . 


(NGC  MS-64)  .  $  2,000 

(NGC  MS-65)  .  $  4,100 

(NGC  MS-67)  .  $  4,000 

(PCGS  MS-66)  .  $  1,100 

(PCGS  MS-67)  .  $  2,750 

(NGC  MS-66)  .  $  1,100 

(NGC  MS-66)  .  $  900 

(NGC  MS-66)  .  $  675 

(NGC  MS-66)  .  $  4,000 

(PCGS  MS-66)  .  $  4,200 

(PCGS  MS-67)  .  $  7,000 

(PCGS  MS-65)  .  $  850 

(NGC  MS-66)  .  $  1,700 

(NGC  MS-65)  .  $  500 

(PCGS  MS-65)  .  $  770 
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(CSNS  Convention  -  Continued) 


Gettysburg  .  (PCGS  MS-65) 

Grant  .  (NGC  MS-66) 

Iowa  .  (PCGS  MS-68) 

Lexington  .  (NGC  MS-65) 

Lynchburg  .  (PCGS  MS-65) 

Maine  .  (PCGS  MS-65) 

Maine  .  (PCGS  MS-65) 

Maryland  .  (NGC  MS-65) 

Oregon  Trail  (1926-S)  .  (NGC  MS-67) 

Oregon  Trail  (1938  PDS  Set)  .  (PCGS  MS-65) 

Robinson- Arkansas  .  (NGC  MS-66) 

Vancouver  .  (ANACS  MS-65) 

York  .  (PCGS  MS-67) 


$  860 
$  3,150 
$  4,000 
$  1,000 
$  750 

$  1,080 
$  1,250 
$  675 

$1,600 
$  1,100 
$1,700 
$  1,200 
$  1,500 


Long  Beach  Expo  —  June  1992 

The  mid-year  Long  Beach  Expo  is  regarded  by  all  as  the  least  active  of  this 
three -times -a- year  show.  This  is  not  meant  to  say  that  business  is  slow  at  the 
June  Long  Beach  Expo;  rather,  if  there  is  one  place  in  the  nation  where  trans¬ 
actions  do  take  place  at  this  time  of  year,  it  is  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo.  For 
the  most  part,  dealers  seemed  quite  positive  about  the  results.  Some  of  their 
comments  are  as  follows: 


"I  thought  the  show  started  off  slowly,  but  ended  up  fairly  strong. 
Prices  were  stable  after  having  recovered  the  losses  that  were  incurred  after 
the  Central  States  Show.  There  were  a  lot  of  people  looking  for  nice  coins  with 
color,  but  there  wasn't  much  available.  Not  much  fresh,  new,  material  was  evi¬ 
dent  throughout  the  show. " 

"I  spent  almost  the  entire  day,  each  day,  searching  for  want-list  mate¬ 
rial.  At  times,  I  felt  it  was  quite  futile,  but  I  did  locate  several  nice  items. 
The  trouble  is  that  there  is  no  quantity  of  coins  available  that  are  of  the  grade 
and  eye-appeal  required  by  clients.  It  is  impossible  to  cover  expenses!" 

"Basically,  I  didn't  have  a  good  show.  I  did  not  put  out  many  col¬ 
lector  coins.  The  dealers  who  were  buying  on  the  floor  were  paying  less  money 
than  I  wanted  for  my  material . " 

Some  examples  of  wholesale  trading  are  as  follows: 


Arkansas  (1939)  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-64)  . 

.  $ 

325 

Bridgeport  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

2,750 

Carver- Washington  (1953)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

.  $ 

275 

Carver- Washington  (1953)  . . 

.  (NGC 

MS-65)  . 

.  $ 

350 

Carver-Washington  (1953-D)  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

.  $ 

500 

Columbian  Expo  (1992)  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

.  $ 

300 

Columbian  Expo  (1993)  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

9,000 

Delaware  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

1,850 

Grant  . 

.  (NGC 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

425 

Lexington  . 

.  (ANACS 

MS-65)  . 

.  $ 

1,100 

Lincoln  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-64)  . 

.  $ 

200 

Lincoln  . . 

.  (NGC 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

2,100 

Long  Island  . . 

.  (NGC 

MS-64)  . 

.  $ 

110 
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(Long  Beach  Expo  -  Continued) 


Lynchburg  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

.  $ 

750 

Monroe  . . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

7,200 

New  Rochelle  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-64)  . 

.  $ 

385 

New  Rochelle  (with  tab- toning)  . . . .  , 

.  (NCG 

MS-67)  . 

.  $ 

2,150 

Norfolk  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-68)  . 

.  $ 

5,000 

Oregon  Trail  (1937-D)  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

600 

Sesqui  . 

MS-64)  . 

.  $ 

810 

Texas  (1934)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

.  $ 

600 

Texas  ( 1936 )  . .  . 

.  (NGC 

MS-67)  . 

.  $ 

1,800 

Texas  (1937-S)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-67)  . 

.  $ 

1,400 

Vancouver  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

.  $ 

1,375 

Booker  T.  Washington  (1946-D)  . 

. ....  (PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

.  $ 

190 

[Please  note  that  all  prices  for  coimnems  listed  in  "Show  Reports"  are  whole¬ 
sale  prices  unless  otherwise  noted.  When  this  material  is  offered  for  resale  at 
the  retail  level,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  substantial  markups,  especially  for 
rare  or  esoteric  items. ] 


NAME  THAT  C0MMEM1 


Above  is  shown  the  beautifully  balanced  obverse  design  of  a  commemorative 
half  dollar  formerly  known  as  the  Washington-Carver,  a  misnomer.  Thanks  to  the 
efforts  of  Society  scholar  Q.  David  Bowers,  this  coin  is  going  to  be  recognized 
in  the  future  by  its  correct  name,  the  Carver-Washington  half  dollar.  It  may 
take  some  time  for  the  rest  of  the  "world"  to  catch  up  with  our  Society,  but  we 
have  "put  our  house  in  order"  with  regard  to  the  proper  name  of  this  important 
American  commemorative.  The  XCU  shown  on  page  37  is  outlined  on  the  photo  above. 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 
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YOU'RE  THE  BOSS 


by  Diane  Augustyne-Piret  (R-0413,  LA) 

Perhaps  lost  among  the  many  interesting  comments  Representative  Esteban  E. 
Torres  made  at  our  Society  meeting  at  Long  Beach  on  February  8  was  his  reminder 
that  YOUR  opinion  very  much  matters  to  your  elected  representatives! 

We  are  usually  quick  to  criticize  The  Congress;  however,  we  often  forget 
our  roll  in  the  phrase  "by  the  people,  for  the  people."  Yes,  not  just  FOR  the 
the  people,  but  BY  the  people.  You  and  I  are  "the  people." 

We  decide,  by  our  votes,  whether  or  not  our  elected  representatives  have  a 
job  in  the  next  term.  We  are  a  vital  part  of  the  system  of  checks  and  balances 
of  our  government.  We  are  also  obligated  to  make  our  opinions  (and,  where  war¬ 
ranted,  our  expertise)  known  to  those  whom  we  pay  to  represent  us. 

In  the  world  of  computer  terminology  there  is  an  interesting  acronym,  GIGO. 
It  stands  for  "Garbage  In,  Garbage  Out."  It  applies  equally  to  our  government. 
Just  like  a  computer  that  has  incorrect  or  incomplete  data,  our  government  is 
sure  to  spew  out  "garbage"  unless  provided  with  accurate  information  upon  which 
it  can  make  informed  decisions.  Having  good  data  available  will  not  guarantee 
that  Congressional  decisions  will  be  in  line  with  our  own  individual  thoughts; 
but  NOT  having  the  facts  will  boost  the  odds  of  having  "Garbage  Out." 

No  legislator  can  be  expert  in  all  the  different  areas  he  or  she  is  con¬ 
fronted  with  constantly.  How  many  of  us  are  fully  knowledgeable  on  problems  of 
toxic  waste,  economic  policies,  foreign  affairs,  the  IRS  (including  corporate 
and  individual  taxation),  environmental  protection,  etc.?  These  are  just  a  few 
of  the  issues  demanding  the  attention  of  our  representatives.  How,  then,  can  we 
expect  them  to  be  expert  on  the  issues  pertaining  to  the  coin  &  bullion  industry 
and  the  numismatic  hobby  unless  we,  the  experts,  provide  them  with  the  knowledge 
they  need? 

We  are  sometimes  lulled  into  believing  that  no  one  person  can  make  a  dif¬ 
ference.  We  vastly  underestimate  our  own  powers  —  and  individual  importance  — 
in  the  government  process.  You  may  be  surprised  to  learn  that  it  takes  only  a 
few  letters  or  telephone  calls  to  a  Congressman's  office  for  that  representative 
to  become  alerted  to  a  problem.  They  realize  that  for  every  letter  or  telephone 
call  received  by  their  office,  there  are  many  more  constituents  who,  although 
they  feel  the  same  way,  will  not  go  to  the  trouble  of  writing  or  calling. 

In  Poor  Richard's  Almanac,  Benjamin  Franklin  illustrated  the  importance  of 
each  of  us  as  an  individual  "unit."  He  wrote: 

For  want  of  a  nail,  a  shoe  was  lost. 

For  want  of  a  shoe,  a  horse  was  lost. 

For  want  of  a  horse,  a  rider  was  lost. 

For  want  of  a  rider,  a  battle  was  lost. 

For  want  of  a  battle,  a  war  was  lost. 

And  all  for  the  want  of  a  two-penny  nail. 

Perhaps  if  each  of  us  had  written  a  brief  note  to  our  respective  members 
of  Congress,  the  recent  coinage  redesign  bill  might  not  have  been  defeated. 
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Those  of  us  who  were  able  to  attend  our  Society  meeting  featuring  Repre¬ 
sentative  Torres  learned  first-hand  how  we  can  help  to  educate  our  legislators. 

Mr.  Torres  made  a  very  strong  plea  for  each  of  us  in  the  audience  to  communicate 
with  our  respective  Members  of  Congress.  While  he  gave  out  information  from  his 
perspective,  we  were  able  to  share  ours  as  well.  You  may  share  my  surprise  that, 
as  Chairman  of  the  House  Subcommittee  on  Coinage,  this  was  the  Congressman's  first 
visit  to  a  coin  show!  We  can  all  take  pride  in  his  reaction,  "I'm  impressed!" 


HOW  DO  YOU  CATCH  A  CONGRESSMAN? 
by  the  Trail  Staff 

There  are  probably  very  few  coin  clubs,  large  or  small,  able  to  boast  of 
having  had  a  United  States  Congressman  as  the  main  speaker  at  one  of  the  club's 
meetings.  So,  how  do  you  go  about  "catching  a  Congressman?"  The  Trail  staff 
inquired,  and  learned  some  interesting  facts. 

First,  as  anyone  could  guess,  a  Congressman  just  doesn't  magically  appear 
at  one  event  or  another.  Rather,  it  takes  a  lot  of  behind-the-scenes  effort  by 
many  individuals  to  schedule  and  to  coordinate  the  appearances  of  a  Congressman. 

We  thought  our  readers  would  be  interested  in  learning  about  some  of  the 
steps  involved,  so  we  asked  Diane  Piret,  of  ICTA  (Industry  Council  for  Tangible 
Assets)  to  write  the  foregoing  article  and  also  to  set  forth  some  of  the  primary 
steps  she  took  in  arranging  for  Congressman  Esteban  E.  Torres  to  speak  at  our 
Society  meeting.  Diane  wrote: 

"Following  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  steps  it  took  to  get  Congressman 
Torres  to  attend  the  February  (1992)  Long  Beach  Expo. 

"At  the  October  (1991)  Long  Beach  Expo,  I  asked  Helen  L.  Carmody  and 
Anthony  Swiatek  if  our  Society  would  like  for  us  to  try  to  get  the  Congressman 
to  address  on  of  the  Society's  meetings.  Both  said  yes. 

"We  (ICTA)  then  contacted  the  Congressman's  office  in  Washington,  DC, 
to  see  whether  or  not  this  would  be  possible.  Since  Congress  is  basically  not 
in  session  between  the  Thanksgiving  and  New  Year's  holidays,  it  wasn't  until 
early  January  that  his  office  contacted  us  with  a  positive  response. 

"Since  time  was  so  short,  we  had  to  phone  in  press  releases  to  both 
Numismatic  News  and  Coin  World,  as  well  as  coordinate  matters  with  Sam  Lopresto 
and  Teresa  Darling  [of  the  Long  Beach  Expo]  and  with  Helen  Carmody  and  Anthony 
Swiatek. 


"A  confirming  letter  was  then  sent  to  Congressman  Torres'  office  which 
was  followed  by  another  letter  outlining  the  nature  of  the  group  (SUSCC),  the 
number  expected  to  attend  the  meeting,  and  the  issues  the  Congressmen  should  be 
prepared  to  address. 

"We  were  careful  to  forward  copies  of  all  articles  announcing  his  ex¬ 
pected  appearance  at  our  Society  meeting  which  appeared  in  the  national  numis¬ 
matic  weeklies,  and  thereby  reinforced  not  only  that  he  was  expected,  but  that 
he  was  scheduled  as  the  featured  speaker. 
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"We  continued  to  follow  up  with  his  California  office  right  up  to  the 
Wednesday  before  our  Society  meeting. 

"That  the  site  of  the  Long  Beach  Expo  is  so  close  to  the  Congressman's 
home  district  was  a  basic  part  of  our  strategy  to  motivate  him  to  appear.  We 
were  fortunate  in  the  timing,  in  that  he  was  scheduled  to  be  at  his  California 
district  office,  at  the  time,  rather  than  at  his  Washington,  DC,  office.” 

Diane  Piret  closed  her  note  to  the  Trail  staff  by  saying:  "Hope  this  helps 
give  you  an  idea  of  the  'grunt'  work,  timing,  and  strategy  that  it  takes  to  put 
together  something  like  this."  THANK  YOU  DIANE  —  Our  Society  is  indebted  to 
you  and  to  ICTA  for  arranging  the  Congressman's  appearance.  Additionally  we  ap¬ 
preciate  that  you  took  time  from  your  busy  schedule  to  respond  to  our  inquiries 
regarding  "How  to  Catch  a  Congressman."  That  you  also  took  time  to  write  the 
article  "You're  the  Boss!"  was  above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty!  Thank  You! 

We  also  acknowledge  the  gracious  assistance  of  Sam  Lopresto  (R-0038,  CA), 
Teresa  Darling  (R-0727,  CA),  and  Dale  Snyder  (R-0981,  CA),  of  the  Long  Beach 
Expo,  in  cooperating  with  the  arrangements  for  Congressman  Torres'  appearance. 

We  would  be  remiss  if  we  failed  to  say  thanks  to  Helen  and  Don  Carmody  for  their 
tireless  behind-the-scenes  efforts  in  making  possible  our  Society  meetings  at 
the  Long  Beach  Expo.  We  also  thank  The  White  Sheet  for  donating  ad  space  which 
helped  to  publicize  our  Society  and  its  Long  Beach  meeting.  Shown  below  is  a 
copy  of  our  ad  which  appeared  in  the  February  edition  of  the  White  Sheet.  Also 
shown  below  is  a  photo  of  Diane  Piret  —  a  super  spunky  lady! 


THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

cordially  welcomes 

The  Honorable  ESTEBAN  E.  TORRES, 

D-Calif .  Member  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives;  Chairman  of  the  House  Subcommittee  on 
Consumer  Affairs  and  Coinage 

THE  PUBLIC  IS  INVITED  TO  HEAR 

Congressman  Torres  address  the 
meeting  of  our  Society  at  the  Long 
Beach  Convention  Center 
in  the  Grand  Pnx  Room 
Saturday,  February  8, 1992,  at  9  a.m. 

Membership  applications  for  our  Society 
will  be  available  at  our  meeting  and 
throughout  the  Long  Beach  Expo  at 
Table  #310  (O'Carmody's  Coins). 

P  S  We  may  have  a  surprise  for  you  regarding  the 
forthcoming  release  of  those  500  Iowa  commems 
we've  been  writing  about  in  The  Commemorative 
Trail. 


Diane  Augustyne-Piret  (R-0413,  LA), 
Director  of  Membership  and  Industry 
Liaison  for  ICTA. 


Our  Society  officers  also  arranged  with  David  Lisot  (R-0336,  CO),  of  Media 
Resource  Corporation,  to  videotape  the  presentation  by  Congressman  Torres.  On 
the  following  page  is  shown  a  copy  of  the  cover  letter  forwarding  a  standardized 
release  form  to  Alyson  Palmer,  who  manages  the  Congressman's  Pico  Rivera  Office. 
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MEDIA  RESOURCE  CORPORATION 

v  t:":::  Creating  the  Future! 

2/3/92 

To  .  Alison  Palmer 

FAX  3 10-692-22 16 
From:  David  Lisot 

FAX  3 10-3 16-8 107 

Transmission  by  FAX 

Page  1  of  2 

RE:  Release  form 

Congressman  Torres  will  be  speaking  to  the  Society  for  US.  Commemorative 
Coins  at  the  upcoming  Long  Beach  Expo  With  your  permission,  we  intend  to 
videotape  his  presentation 

Please  find  the  discussed  release  form  that  needs  to  be  signed  prior  to  any 
videotaping  that  takes  place 

Please  note  that  the  video  will  be  packaged  and  made  available  for  sale  or  for 
loan  to  interested  members  of  the  public  and  coin  collecting  fraternity 

Thank  you  for  attention  with  this  matter.  Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any 
questions.  You  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  final  tape  I  hope  to  see  you  in  Long 
Beach  at  the  presentation! 

Sincerely, 


David  Lisot,  President 
Media  Resource  Corporation 
310-316-121 1 

DLL/ea 

Enclosures 

CC:  Helen  Carmody,  Society  for  U  S  Commemorative  Coins 

Diane  Piret,  Industry  Council  for  Tangible  Assets 


Video  •  Television  Production  •  Media  Consultation  _ 3460jI^rT^nce^Blvd^SutteJ^1^ 

(310)316-1211  •  FAX  (310)316-8107  Torrance.  CA  90503 
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We  all  have  our  notions  about  the  inefficiencies  of  bureaucracies  so  it 
was  no  small  surprise  to  your  editor  when  I  had  to  contact  the  office  of  a  U.  . 
Congressman  and  discovered  the  exact  opposite  of  what  I  had  expected.  Rather 
than  the  anticipated  bureaucratic  run-around,  I  found,  instead,  prompt,  polite, 
and  highly  efficient  service.  My  first  telephone  call  to  Congressman  Torres 
local  office  (in  Pico  Rivera)  was  immediately  routed  to  Alyson  Palmer,  who  had 
accurate  answers  to  each  of  my  questions,  and  followed  up  my  call  with  the  memo 

shown  below: 


^ou it  of  fteprefientatibes 

dJlasljtngton,  D.C.  20515 

January  30,  1992 

MEMORANDUM 


Mr.  Moore: 

It  was  good  to  talk  with  you  today 
regarding  the  upcoming  Numismatic 
Convention  in  Long  Beach  on 
February  8,  1992. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  Congressman's 
biography,  black  &  white  photo  and 
business  card  for  your  use. 

I’ll  be  sure  to  let  the  Congressman 
know  that  we  spoke  and  that  you'll 
be  attending  the  Convention  on  2/8/92. 

The  Congressman's  Subcommittee  in 
Washington,  D.C.  can  be  reached  at: 

SUBCOMMITTEE  ON  CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS  &  COINAGE 
A604  HOB  Annex  1 
Washington,  D.C.  20515-6053 
(202)  225-8872 

Albert  Jacquez,  Staff  Director 
Nancy  Alcalde,  Deputy  Staff  Dir. 

Hope  this  information  is  helpful! 


--  Alyson 


On  the  following  page  is  letter  we  sent  to  Alyson  M.  Palmer,  thanking  her 
for  her  help,  reporting  on  the  Congressman's  talk,  and  discussing  the  title 
the  videotape,  "Future  U.S.  Coinage;  A  View  from  the  Top. 
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February  23,  1992 

Alyson  M.  Palmer 

8819  Whittier  Blvd. ,  Suite  101 

Pico  Rivera,  CA  90660 

Dear  Alyson: 

Thank  you  for  your  time  on  the  telephone  and  for  your  rapid  response  in 
confirming  that  Congressman  Torres  would  address  the  meeting  of  the  Society  for 
U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  at  the  recent  Long  Beach  Expo.  The  information  you 
sent  to  me  arrived  much  more  quickly  than  I  expected,  and  was  very  helpful. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Congressman  for  speaking  before  our 
Society.  I  wasn't  sure  whether  to  send  the  letter  to  the  Pico  Rivera  address 
or  to  Washington,  and  decided,  because  you  and  I  have  already  been  in  touch, 
that  I  should  send  it  to  you. 

Hr.  Torres  gave  an  excellent  talk,  which  was  interrupted  many  times  by  ap¬ 
plause  from  the  audience.  We  had  a  good  turnout,  including  many  local  members 
of  our  Society;  representatives  from  the  national  numismatic  periodicals;  the 
executive  director  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  Mr.  Robert  J.  Leuver; 
the  president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Hr.  Ronald  J.  Gillio;  the 
secretary  of  Women  in  Numismatics,  Ms.  Mary  Sauvain;  and  many  other  luminaries 
from  the  numismatic  hobby  and  the  coin  &  bullion  industry. 

As  promised,  Mr.  David  Lisot  had  his  video- recording  crew  on  hand.  David 
called  me  a  few  days  ago  from  Colorado  to  ask  for  suggestions  as  to  a  title  for 
this  particular  video  cassette.  After  discussion  with  fellow  Society  members, 
our  suggestion  was:  "Future  U.S.  Coinage;  A  View  from  the  Top."  Today,  David 
told  me  that  he  has  finished  editing  and  has  prepared  the  final  version  of  the 
video,  using  the  suggested  title.  He  has  made  several  copies,  one  of  which  will 
be  mailed  to  you  tomorrow  (I  asked  him  to  send  it  to  you  rather  than  to  Washing¬ 
ton).  By  the  way,  Alyson,  David  Lisot  told  me  that  he  was  favorably  impressed 
by  the  Congressman's  appearance  on  the  video  tape;  and  that  "He  showed  up  good 
and  strong!"  Well,  so  much  for  the  "sneak  preview,"  you  and  I  will  just  have  to 
wait  and  see  it. 

Alyson,  during  the  Congressman's  talk,  he  made  a  very  strong  appeal  to  the 
audience  to  submit  their  thoughts  and  opinions  to  the  Congress,  in  writing  or  by 
telephone.  In  ray  capacity  as  editor  of  our  Society's  journal.  The  Commemorative 
Trail,  I  plain  to  enourage  our  readers  to  do  just  that.  However,  I  am  uncertain 
as  to  exactly  which  naimes/ addresses /phones  our  journal  should  publish  in  order 
to  accomodate  the  Congressman's  appeal.  Any  advice  you  can  provide  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  will  be  deeply  appreciated  and,  perhaps,  fruitful.  In  closing,  I  want  to 
thank  you  for  your  exceptionally  kind  assistance. 

Warm  regards. 


Randall  Jack  Moore 
Numismatic  Directory 
8368  Via  Sonoma,  Unit  E 
La  Jolla,  CA  92037-2833 
(619)  452-1971 
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From  the  Desk  of 

Diane  Augustyne-Piret 


INDUSTRY  COUMCJC  FOR  TANOMUE  AS8CTS 


March  18,  1992 

Dear  Jack: 

Many  thanks  for  the  kind  words.  You 
know  I'm  glad  to  do  whatever  I  can 
to  help. 

I've  made  copies  for  our  files  of  the 
letters  you  sent  which,  as  you 
requested,  are  being  returned  to  you 
(enclosed).  Hope  your  computers  are 
"feeling  better." 

By  now  you  should  have  received  the 
article,  picture,  and  synopsis  of  ICTA's 
work  in  getting  Cong.  Torres  to  the 
Society  meeting.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  you  know  where  to  find  me  1 
I  hope  all  of  the  above  are  useful 
to  you . 

Look  forward  to  working  with  y'all 
again ! 


Diane  Augustyne-Piret 


Director  of  Membership  & 

Industry  Liaison 

Enc . 

25  E  Street,  N.W.,  Eighth  Floor,  Washington,  D.C.  20001 


LA#  (504)  682-6818 
LA  Fax#  (504)  682-6819 


D.C.  #  (202)  783-3500 
D  C.  Fax#  (202) 783-3501 


Above  is  shown  a  memo  from  Society  member  Diane  Augustyne-Piret.  On  the 
following  page  is  shown  an  autographed  photo  of  Congressman  Esteban  E.  Torres. 
We  asked  the  Congressman  for  his  autograph,  and  he  cheerfully  gave  it  to  us. 


56 


Ab 


t&exr- 


57 


MOUNT  RUSHMORE  MEMORABILIA 


On  February  15,  1991,  a  ceremony  was  held  at  Ford's  Theatre,  at  Washington, 
DC,  by  the  U.S.  Treasury  and  U.S.  Mint  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  "Mount 
Rushmore  Anniversary  Coins."  Your  editor  received  an  invitation  to  attend  that 
ceremony.  Below  and  on  the  following  pages  appear  photocopies  of  portions  of 
that  invitation,  an  item  of  memorabilia  that  will  be  donated  to  our  Society's 
next  mail-bid  auction. 


Above  is  shown  the  front  cover  of  the  official  U.S.  Government  invitation 
to  attend  the  ceremony  at  historic  Ford's  Theater  presenting  the  Mount  Rushmore 
commemorative  coins. 
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Mount  Rushmore 
Anniversary  Coins 


Preserve  America  s 
Finest  Features 


#, 


Above  is  shown  the  inside  front  cover  of  the  official  invitation  to  attend 
the  ceremony  presenting  the  three  Mount  Rushmore  commemorative  coins. 

In  his  magnificent  book,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States,  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia,  author  Q.  David  Bowers  writes:  "The  Mount  Rushmore  National 
Memorial  Coin  Act  (Public  Law  101-332,  July  16,  1990)  provided  the  authority  to 
produce  three  types  of  1991-dated  commemorative  coins  in  observation  of  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  monumental  sculpture  in  stone.  The  legislation  provided  that 
no  more  than  500,000  $5  gold  coins,  2,500,000  silver  dollars,  and  2,500,000  cop¬ 
per-nickel  clad  alloy  half  dollars  be  struck. "  Invitations  to  the  ceremony  in¬ 
cluded  an  insert  depicting  the  obverse  sides  of  each  of  the  three  Mount  Rushmore 
coins.  However,  because  of  space  limitations,  the  insert  is  not  reproduced  here. 
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Below  is  shown  the  inside  back  cover  of  the  invitation  to  the  Mount  Rush- 
more  ceremony.  As  the  reader  will  note,  there  iB  a  startling  difference  in  the 
style  and  formality  of  the  printing  on  this  page  of  the  invitation  as  compared 
to  the  inside  front  cover,  which  has  less  charm  than  one  would  expect  on  a  beer- 
bottle  label  from  "Ye  Olde  Home  Brewery"  or  a  popcorn  box  from  the  local  movie 
theatre.  If  one  compares  the  front  cover  of  this  invitation  with  its  insert  and 
its  inside  pages,  the  front  cover  would  probably  win  —  provided  that  we're  dis¬ 
cussing  a  grammar  school  art  contest.  The  front  cover  includes  a  circular  over¬ 
lay  consisting  of  words  and  flourishes  which  might  well  have  been  created  by  the 
person  who  designed  the  military  uniforms  worn  in  the  Gulf  War  —  you  just  can't 
see  em  against  the  background!  The  camouflage  is  just  too  good  —  almost  every 
part  of  the  overlay  design  blends  in  perfectly  with  the  background. 


/#//  /'TO? 

/'y  /r/u/st-ty  //.  /VS// 
A ?/  v/  //?//- //S/tg 
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Is  your  editor  being  too  critical  of  the  invitation  to  the  Mount  Rushmore 
ceremony?  No,  I  don't  think  so.  As  I  sit  here  and  view  this  official  invita¬ 
tion,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  various  pages  were  designed  by  individuals  being 
held  incommunicado  from  one  another.  The  end  result  was  an  absence  of  coherency, 
a  cheapening  of  art,  and  a  dimini shment  of  the  level  of  esteem  in  which  we  hold 
our  government.  We  ought  to  be  able  to  do  better.  Ben  Franklin  said  it  besti 
"If  a  thing  is  worth  doing,  it  is  worth  doing  well." 

Quite  frankly,  I  think  that  either  of  our  Society  photographers.  Bill  Fivaz 
or  Roy  Xwata,  could  have  created  better  art  work  for  this  invitation  using  noth¬ 
ing  more  than  a  rake  and  a  sandbox,  and  that  either  of  them  could  have  created 
better  "photo-masters"  using  only  flash-powder  and  a  Kodak  Brownie. 

Where,  Oh,  Where  is  Elizabeth  Jones? 


GEOGRAPHY  AND  COINS ;  IT'S  TIME  FOR  A  NEW  ATLAS 

Once  upon  a  time,  the  Atlas  said  that  Canada  was  the  second  largest  country 
in  the  world.  Only  the  Soviet  Union  was  larger.  Back  then,  China  was  ranked  as 
the  third  largest  nation,  and  the  United  States  was  ranked  fourth.  Given  the 
changes  resulting  from  the  recent  realignment  of  European  countries,  it  seems 
obvious  that  scholars  throughout  the  world  will  need  access  to  a  more  up-to-date 
Atlas.  Certainly,  our  numismatic  scholars  will  need  to  know  about  the  countries 
now  issuing  coins  and  paper  money  (such  as  Lithuania,  Latvia,  and  Estonia,  the 
Russian  Commonwealth,  and  the  former  Soviet  republics  of  Georgia  and  the  various 
Moslem  republics  of  the  South). 

One  would  have  to  be  a  complete  dullard  to  have  ignored  the  geographical 
changes  and  the  realignment  of  national  borders  which  have  occurred  during  the 
past  few  years.  Equally  so,  any  student  of  U.S.  commemorative  coins  would  have 
to  be  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind  to  have  ignored  geography  as  an  important  topic  of 
study  in  researching  the  history  of  our  national  coinage. 

In  this  regard,  here  is  a  quick  geography  quiz  about  our  own  country  for 
those  of  you  who  claim  to  know  something  about  it.  Amongst  our  fifty  states, 
which  is  the* 

1 )  Easternmost? 

2 )  Westernmost? 

3 )  Northe  mmos  t? 

4 )  Southernmost? 

There  are  only  two  correct  answers  here*  Alaska  and  Hawaii.  ALASKA  is  the 
easternmost,  westernmost,  and  northernmost  state  (the  Aleutian  Islands  extend 
westward  across  the  International  Dateline,  making  Alaska  both  the  westernmost 
and  easternmost  State;  and,  obviously,  Alaska  is  also  the  northernmost  state). 
Clearly,  HAWAII  is  our  southernmost  state,  lying  far  south  of  California,  Texas, 
and  Florida. 

OK,  so  we  asked  you  some  trick  questions!  Forget  about  Alaska  and  Hawaii, 
for  the  moment,  and  try  to  answer  those  same  four  questions  about  the  48  States. 
The  answers  may  still  surprise  you. 
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Among  the  48  states,  clearly,  MAINE  is  the  easternmost.  Cape  Blanco,  in 
Oregon,  lies  to  the  west  of  California's  westernmost  point.  Cape  Mendocino,  but 
a  large  part  of  the  Olympic  Peninsula,  in  Washington,  lies  even  farther  west,  so 
WASHINGTON  is  the  westernmost.  As  to  the  southernmost  state,  nearly  two- thirds 
of  Texas  lies  south  of  the  Califomia-Mexico  border.  The  Everglades  National 
Park  in  Florida,  however,  along  with  Miami  and  the  Florida  Keys,  all  lie  south 
of  Texas,  so  FLORIDA  is  the  southernmost.  If  you  guessed  Maine  to  be  the  north¬ 
ernmost  of  the  48  states,  you  missed  by  many  miles.  The  entire  State  of  Maine 
lies  south  of  the  line  of  latitude  constituting  the  U.S. /Canadian  Border  which 
forms  the  northern  boundary  of  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  North  Dakota,  and  a 
part  of  Minnesota's.  Of  these  five  states,  Minnesota  alone  has  a  border  which 
extends  north  of  that  line  of  lattitude,  so  MINNESOTA  is  by  far  the  northernmost 
of  the  48  states. 

One  cannot  begin  to  comprehend  the  nuances  of  history  without  first  obtain¬ 
ing  a  solid  foundation  in  geography;  the  two  subjects  are  inextricably  interwoven. 
Perhaps  the  greatest  gift  parents  or  grandparents  can  ever  bestow  upon  their  off¬ 
spring  is  to  get  them  involved  with  a  hobby  which  will  spark  their  interest  in 
history  and  geography.  An  interest  in  these  interrelated  subjects  often  will 
lead  a  child  to  other  unpredictably  creative  interests,  such  as  medicine,  poetry, 
writing,  music,  chemistry,  physics,  philosophy,  engineering,  or  a  host  of  other 
fascinating  subjects. 

When  a  child  is  given  a  few  coins  or  postage  stamps,  that  child  often  will 
develop  a  healthy  curiosity  which  may  well  lead  him,  on  his  own,  to  explore  the 
household  encyclopedia  or  dictionary,  or  to  venture  off  to  the  local  library  in 
order  to  learn  the  answers  to  his  questions  (Where  is  Kenya?  Who  was  Clara  Bar¬ 
ton?  What  is  the  United  Nations?  Why  is  gold  so  valuable?  Which  is  really  the 
biggest  river  in  the  world?  When  did  the  Olympics  first  begin?  How  do  rocket 
engines  work  in  space?  Who  was  Edgar  Allen  Poe?  How  long  does  a  fish  live?). 

There  is  probably  no  more  rewarding  feeling  in  life  than  to  watch  a  young¬ 
ster  embark  on  a  personal  quest  in  pursuit  of  knowledge.  If  you  can  spark  that 
interest,  or  fuel  the  furnaces  of  motivation  for  some  youngster,  you'll  have  a 
lifelong  reward  that  you  can  "take  to  the  grave." 

When  you  give  the  "gift  of  a  hobby"  to  a  child,  make  sure  you  also  provide 
appropriate  reference  books,  especially  a  good  Atlas.  Late  this  year,  a  brand 
new  World  Atlas  will  be  published  by  the  National  Geographic  Society  —  it  will 
reflect  recent  realignments  in  national  boundaries  and  will  serve  as  a  valuable 
reference  tool  for  both  the  newcomers  and  old-timers  in  our  hobby.  Numismatic 
authors  of  reference  works  on  world  coins  are  hustling  to  keep  up  with  the  many 
recent  demographic  changes;  for  them,  a  new  World  Atlas  will  be  invaluable. 


IN  SPECIAL  RECOGNITION  OF  JANE  BENSON 

Society  Secretary  Jane  Benson  (R-1869,  VA)  has  been  hard  at  work  on  behalf 
of  our  club  during  this  past  year.  She  has  created  a  new  computer  database  for 
our  membership  roster,  created  and  mailed  dues  notices,  and  sent  out  membership 
cards.  Additionally,  she  has  worked  closely  with  Barbara  L.  Garofalo,  Helen  L. 
Carmody,  and  your  editor,  and  has  made  all  of  our  lives  much  easier.  Jane  has 
spent  countless  hours  applying  her  exceptional  talents  and  computer  skills  to 
her  vitally  important  secretarial  responsibilities.  THANK  YOU  JANE  !!! 
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KOREAN  WAR  MEMORABILIA 


in  PhnadeLhia^PeAn*  flrS5~Stfike  ceremony  was  held  at  the  United  States  Mint 
£  P  '  H"1*'  r  016  8trikin9  of  the  Korean  War  Memorial  Coins. 

As  was  the  case  with  the  Mount  Rushmore  ceremony,  the  Department  of  the  Treasury 

issued  invitations,  one  of  which  was  received  by  your  editor.  Below  and  on  the 
following  pages  appear  photocopies  of  portions  of  that  invitation  (an  item  of 
memorabilia  that  will  be  donated  to  our  Society's  next  mail-bid  auction). 


THE  KOREAN  WAR  MEMORIAL  COIN 


Above  is  shown  the  front  cover  of  the  official  Treasury  Department  invi¬ 
tation  to  attend  the  first-strike  ceremony  for  the  Korean  War  Memorial  Coin  at 
the  United  States  Mint  at  Philadelphia. 
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Catalina  V.  Villalpando 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
and 

Donna  Pope 

Director  of  the  United  States  Mint 

request  the  pleasure  oj your  company  at 
a  hirst  Strike  Ceremony  premiering  the 

Korean  War  Memorial  Coin 

Monday,  May  6th ,  1991 
at  ten  o'clock  a  m. 


K  v.P  tin  i  ted  S  ta  tes  Min  t 

by  April  30.  1991  5tb  &  A  rch  Street 

(202)  376-4903  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Above  are  shown  both  sides  of  the  insert  included  with  the  invitation. 
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STATE  OF  IOWA  COMMEM  SALE 


[Note  for  the  reader:  Below  we  have  retypeset  a  letter  from  Helen  and  Don 
Carmody  to  former  Iowa  Governor  Norman  A.  Erbe  regarding  the  forthcoming  sale  of 
500  Iowa  commems  by  the  State  of  Iowa. ] 


HELEN  &  DON  CARMODY 
P.0.  Box  302 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648-0302 
(714)  960-2925 

March  9,  1992 


Governor  N.  A.  Erbe 
328  Greene  Street 
Boone ,  Iowa  50036 

Dear  Governor  Erbe: 

Just  a  quick  note  to  keep  you  informed  of  the  publicity  that  was  generated 
in  the  two  numismatic  periodicals  as  a  result  of  your  and  Steve  Miller's  visit 
to  the  meeting  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  at  the  February  Long 
Beach  Expo.  We  have  enclosed  copies  of  articles  appearing  in  both  Numismatic 
News  and  Coin  World;  the  publication  dates  are  as  indicated  on  the  photocopies. 

As  we  indicated  to  you  in  our  letter  dated  February  26,  1992,  it  would  be 
extremely  advantageous  if  you  could  fit  into  your  immediate  schedule  preparing 
am  account  of  the  encapsulation  process,  i.e. ,  from  the  beginnings  of  your  as¬ 
sociation  with  the  artist  to  the  display  of  the  coins  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo. 

We  have  very  nice  pictures  of  the  sample  coins,  and  a  feature  of  this  type  would 
certainly  generate  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  we  wish  to  have  to  bring  the  grea¬ 
test  attention  to  the  distribution  of  the  hoaurd.  We  hope  to  hear  from  you  shortly 
in  this  regard. 

Wannest  best  wishes. 

Sincerely, 

[signed] 

Helen  &  Don  Carmody 


Enclosures;  Articles  from  Numismatic  News  and  Coin  World 

cc;  Mr.  Michael  L.  Fitzgerald,  w/encl. 

Mr.  Steven  F.  Miller,  w/encl. 

Mr.  Michael  C.  Moline,  w/encl. 

Mr.  Michael  S.  Turrini,  w/encl. 


On  the  following  page  are  shown  photocopies  of  the  Numismatic  News  and  Coin 
World  articles  which  were  enclosed  with  the  Carmody  s  letter  to  Governor  Erbe. 
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NUMISMATIC  NEWS 


Murch  10.  1992 


Fate  of  Iowa  half  dollars  to  be  decided 


-\  March  10  meeting  of  the  coin  com¬ 
mittee  ot  the  Iowa  Centennial  Memo¬ 
rial  Foundation  will  decide  the  fate  of 
the  MR)  commemorative  half  dollars 
that  are  to  he  sold  for  the  state’s  sesqui- 
centenmal  celebration  in  1996. 

The  foundation  is  the  legal  owner  of 
the  coins,  which  were  reserved  to  help 
fund  the  sesquicentenmal  celebration, 
along  with  a  second  lot  of  500  for  the 
bicentennial.  The  coins  originally  were 
struck  and  sold  in  1946. 

Foundation  members  will  decide 
when  and  how  the  pieces  will  be  sold, 
with  the  proceeds  going  to  the  sesqui- 
centennial  celebration  in  1996. 

Iowa  Deputy  Treasurer  Steven  F. 
Miller  is  writing  the  proposals  that  will 
be  presented  to  the  coin  committee. 
These  tentatively  call  for  a  minimum 
bid  of  $500  per  coin,  with  up  to  400 
coins  to  be  auctioned  off  to  all  comers. 

The  remaining  100  are  to  be  reserved 
for  distribution  within  the  state  only. 
Miller  said  there  have  been  a  number  of 
proposals,  ranging  from  selling  the 


Helen  Carmody  of  the  U.S.  Society  for  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  displays  one  of  the  Iowa  half 
dollars  in  the  specially  designed  holders. 


coins  to  historical  societies  in  each  of 
the  state’s  99  counties  to  requests  from 
groups  anxious  to  obtain  one  of  the 


coins  to  use  for  fund-  raising. 

I  he  Iowa  Centennial  Memorial 
Foundation  is  headed  by  the  state’s  gov¬ 
ernor,  Terry  Branstad,  and  a  board  con¬ 
sisting  of  all  of  the  living  ex-governors 
who  still  reside  in  Iowa  The  coin  com¬ 
mittee  includes  former  Gov.  Norman  A 
Erbe;  public  member  George  Mills;  and 
Dean  Oakes,  an  Iowa  paper-money 
dealer  and  author. 

The  foundation  board  has  a  June 
meeting  scheduled,  but  it  is  expected 
that  a  decision  on  the  committee  rec¬ 
ommendation  will  be  made  before  that 

The  500  coins  to  be  sold  were  taken 
to  California  to  be  mounted  in  3  1/2-  by 
5  1/2-inch  styrene  holders,  which  were 
sonicaily  sealed  by  Advance  Coin  &. 
Stamp  Co.  of  Beverly  Hills.  Examples 
were  displayed  at  the  recent  Long 
Beach  Numismatic,  Philatelic  and  Base¬ 
ball  Card  Exposition  before  being 
returned  to  Iowa. 

Questions  about  the  coins  should  be 
directed  to  the  Iowa  State  Treasurer’s 
Office,  Centennial  Coins,  Capitol 
Building,  Des  Moines,  IA  50319-0005. 


COIN  WORLD,  Monday,  March  Z,  1992 


Iowa  prepares  for  auction  of 
1946  statehood  half  dollars 


Steven  F.  Miller,  deputy  treasurer  of 
Iowa,  spoke  to  the  Society  for  U.S.  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  an  the  upcoming  sum¬ 
mer  auction  of  1946  Iowa  Statehood  Cen¬ 
tennial  half  dollars,  during  the  society’s 
Feb.  8  meeting  at  the  Long  Beach  (Calif.) 
Numismatic,  Philatelic  and  Baseball  Card 
Exposition. 

The  state  of  Iowa  possess  a  hoard  of 
1,000  1946  Iowa  half  dollars,  held  by  state 
officials.  Five  hundred  will  be  sold  prior  to 
Iowa’s  sesquicentennial  and  the  remaining 
500  will  be  held  for  sale  prior  to  its  bicen¬ 


tennial  celebration  in  2046.  A  total  of 
100,057  coins  were  struck.  Profits  from  the 
auction  will  be  used  to  help  fund  the  Iowa 
Sesquicentennial  in  1996. 

Miller  said  there  would  be  a  minimum 
bid  of  $500  for  each  coin.  The  coins  were 
initially  sold  for  $2.50  and  $3  each. 

Iowa’s  former  governor,  Norman  A. 
Erbe,  and  his  granddaughter,  Justine  Wil¬ 
son,  were  in  attendance.  Commemorative 
society  Vice  President  Helen  Carmody  pre¬ 
sided  during  the  meeting  and  introduced 
guests.  ■ 


CQMMEM  MEMORABILIA  FROM  THE  1930s 

On  the  following  pages  are  shown  two  covers  of  Tathaa's  Bargain  List  of 
Coins  &  Paper  Money.  The  first  was  probably  issued  in  1934  and  the  second  in 
1935.  (Submitted  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.) 
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TATrfAM’S  BARGAIN  LIST  6 


n.'tUt  should 
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i  •  -  .  •  g  .  $j 
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#IXEDLISTNO.V  CANCELS  ALL  PREVIOUS  PIUCI 

UNITED  SlJlT^TclMMEMORTfw^^ALlNSo 


’1925  iCalt*  ' 


Terence  betwe'erTthe  face  value  and  the 
selling  price  going  toward  a  fund  to  help 
the  celebration.  As  you  will  notice  In  a 
list  of  quantities  printed.  Tome  of  these 
coins  were  issued  only  in  lots  of  5,000 — 
surely  any  one  can  see  a  coin  like  that  in 
years  to  come  will  be  worth  $100.00. 
Still,  it  can  be  bought  for  $5.00. 

We  want  to  keep  this  list  up  to  date 
and  as  complete  as  possible.  Collectors  who 
have  any  commemorative  U.  S.  Half-dollars 
to  offer  us  at  prices  LESS  than  above  are 
invited  to  make  offers.  Our  aim  is  to  give 
a  COMPLETE  list  at  LOWEST  prices 
possible.  .  ..  <  . 

We  are  one  of  very  few  concerns  who 
keep  a  complete  permanent  stock  of  United 
States  Commemorative  Half-dollars  at  all 
times.  .  '  .  t  . 

We  buy  these  coins  at  highest  prevailing 
cash  prices.  If  you  have  one^coin  or  a 
complete  collection  we  will  pay  you  cash 
or  offer  you  an  attractive  trade  credit  in 
other  coins  or  postage  stamps. 

1892  Columbian  (950,000) . . . .. . . .  $1.00 

1893  Columbian  (4,550,000) . .  .90 

1915  Pan.-Eac.  Exp.  (3,100). ..... .11.00 

1918  Illinois  (100.000 L.^. . . . . ,  1.45 


1925 

1925 

1925 

1925 

1925 

1926 


4921  Missouri,  with  starTSO,OOOy7/!7.50 

1921  Same,  no  star  (5,000)  .* . 8.50 

1921  Alabama,  no  cross  (4,500) . 2.76 

1921  Same,  with  cross  (5,000) . 3.75 

1922  Grant  Memorial  (77,215) . 1-75 

1922  Same,  with  star  (4,200) . ...9.00 

1923  Monroe  Doct.  Cen.  (274,000).  1.75 


Ft.  Vancouver  Cen.  (18,000). . 
Lex.-Con.  Sesqui.  (160,000) . . . 
Norse,  thin  planchet  (2,000). 
Norse,  thick  planchet  (10,000) 
Stone  Mt.  Mem.  (2,313,000) 
Philadel.  Sesqui.  (141,120). . 


.4.85 

.1.65 

.2.50 

.1.50 

.1.15 

1.75 


1926 

1927 

1928 
1928 

1933 

1934 
1934 


Same,  with  S  (98,030) . 1.85 

Bennington  Sesqui.  (28,142). .  .2.00 
Hawaii  Sesq.  (Cook)  (10,000).  .8.00 

Oregon  Trail  (6,000) . 3.75 

Oregon  Trail  (5,000) . .  3.96 

Oregon  Trail  (2,500) . 3.50 

Maryland  Tercen  (3,000)  ...» .1.50 
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|  TATHAM’S  BARGAIN  LIST  OF 

I  Coins  &  Paper  Money 


FIXED  LIST  NO.  3 


CANCELS  ALL  PREVIOUS  PRICES 


UNITED  STATES  COMMEMORATIVE  HALF-DOLLARS 


U.  S.  commemorative  half-dollars  make 
a  moat  interesting  collection.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  each  of  these  coins  have 
a  face  value  of  50c,  but  that  generally 
through  permission  of  the  treasury  dept, 
the  coins  sell  originally  at  $1.00 — the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  face  value  and  the 
selling  price  going  toward  a  fund  to  help 
the  celebration.  As  you  will  notice  in  a 
IrsT'trf’  quantities  printed,  some  of  these 
coins  were  issued  only  in  lots  of  5,000 — 
surely  any  one  can  see  a  coin  like  that  in 
years  to  come  will  be  worth  $100.00. 
Still,  it  can  be  bought  for  $5.00. 

We  want  to  keep  this  list  up  to  date 
and  as  complete  as  possible.  Collectors  who 
have  any  commemorative  U.  S.  Half  dollars 
to  offer  us  at  prices  LESS  than  above  are 
invited  to  make  offers.  Our  aim  is  to  give 
a  COMPLETE  list  at  LOWEST  prices 
possible. 

We  are  one  of  very  few  concerns  who 
keep  a  complete  permanent  stock  of  United 
States  Commemorative  Half-dollars  at  all 
times.  ' 

.  We  buy  these  coins  at  highest  prevailing 
cash  prices.  If  you  have  one  coin  or  a 
complete  collection  we  will  pay  you  cash 
or  offer  you  an  attractive  trade  credit  in 
other  coins  or  postage  stamps. 

CONDITION:  All  Coins  Strictly  Uncirculated 


1892  Columbian  (950,000) . $1.00 

1893  Columbian  (4,550,000)... . 90 

1915  Pan.-Pac.  Exp.  (3,100) . li.00 

1918  Illinois  (100,000) . 1.45 

1920  Maine  Cen.  (50,000) . 1.65 

1920  Pilgrim  Tercen.  (200,112) . 1.55 

1921  Same  (100,000) . 2.00 

1921  Missouri,  with  star  (30,000). .  .7.50 

1921  Same,  no  star  (5,000) . 8.50 

1921  Alabama,  no  cross  (4,500) . 3.50 

1921  Same,  with  cross  (5,000) . 4.25 

1922  Grant  Memorial  (77,215) . 1.75 

1922  Same,  with  star  (4,200) . 9.00 


1923  Monroe  Doct.  Cen.  (274,000).  1.75 


1924  Hug.  Wall.  Tercen.  (65,000) ...  1.85 

1925  Calif.  Jubilee  (86,600) . 2.00 


1925  Ft.  Vancouver  Cen.  (18,000). .  .4.85 
1925  Lex.-Con.  Sesqui.  (160,000) ....  1.65 
1925  Norse,  thin  planchet  (2,000).  .4.00 
1925  Norse,  thick  planchet  (10,000).  1.50 

1925  Stone  Mt.  Mem.  (2,313,000) . .  .  1.15 

1926  Philadel.  Sesqui.  (141,120) . 1.75 


1926  Oregon  Trail  (190,000) . 1.50 


1926  Same,  with  S  (98,030) . 1.85 

1927  Bennington  Sesqui.  (28,142). .  .2.00 

1928  Hawaii  Sesq.  (Cook)  (10,000).  .8.00- 

1928  Oregon  Trail  (6,000) . 3.75 

1933  Oregon  Trail  (5,000) . 3.95 

1934  Oregon  Trail  (2,500) . 3.50 

1934  Maryland  Tercen  (3,000) . 1.50 

1934  Kentucky . . ,...1.50 

1935  Texas  Centennial . 1.60 


4. 


1 


■* 


\  !-  .ll.tA 
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JIM'S  WHIMS  —  QUIZ  ANSWERS 


Below  are  answers  to  the  commem  quiz  questions  posed  by  Janes  J.  Dooley  on 
page  4  of  this  issue  of  the  Trail i 

1.  Answer  i  According  to  a  con  temporary  newspaper  report,  the  U.S.  Mint 
began  production  of  the  1892  Colunbian  half  dollars  by  striking  104  proof  coins. 
The  first  coin  struck  was  rejected  because  of  a  ninor  planchet  flaw,  and  what 
Renington  got  { apparently  not  at  a  well-deserved  discount )  was  the  second  coin 
struck.  So,  what  happened  to  the  first  specinen?  Well,  we  know  that  it  was 
sold  at  auction  by  Superior  Galleries  on  August  11,  1891,  as  part  of  the  Larry 
Shepherd  Collection  (Lot  #127,  PCGS  MS-63).  Including  the  10%  buyer's  fee,  the 
coin  realized  an  impressive  sale  price  of  $14,300.  In  their  book.  The  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  of  United  States  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins.  Society  members  Walter 
Breen  and  Anthony  Swiatek  speculate  that  the  first  specimen  struck  was  enclosed 
in  an  envelope  marked  "No.  Two,"  and  eventually  found  its  way  into  a  collection 
in  Pennsylvania.  Anthony  Swiatek  has  expressed  his  belief  that  this  coin,  due 
to  its  status  as  the  first  U.S.  commemorative  coin  struck  by  the  Mint,  is  more 
valuable  "historically  and  numismatically"  than  the  coin  purchased  by  Remington. 
The  Remington  specimen  (the  real  "No.  Two"  coin)  currently  reposes  in  the  Field 
Museum  in  Chicago. 

2.  Answer t  A  quantity  of  five  million  Stone  Mountain  Memorial  half  dol¬ 
lars  were  authorized  by  legislation  passed  on  March  17,  1924,  "...  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  commencement  on  June  18,  1923,  of  the  work  of  carving  on  Stone  Moun¬ 
tain,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  a  monument  to  the  valor  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
South,  which  was  the  inspiration  of  their  sons  and  daughters  and  grandsons  and 
granddaughters  in  the  Spanish-American  and  World  War,  and  in  the  memory  of 
Warren  G.  Harding,  president  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  whose  admini¬ 
stration  the  work  was  begun. "  It  has  been  speculated  that  the  allusion  to  the 
Spanish-American  War  and  the  World  War  (WW  I)  was  included  in  the  authorizing 
legislation  as  a  "sop"  to  northern  lawmakers  in  order  to  head  off  any  potential 
objections  to  honoring  Confederate  soldiers  on  a  U.S.  coin.  An  early  plaster 
model  prepared  by  Gutzon  Borglum  actually  includes  the  words  "...  /AND  IN  MEMORY 
OF  WARREN  G.  HARDING."  See  page  76  in  Don  Taxay's  An  Illustrated  History  of 
U.S.  Commemorative  Coinage. 

The  presidential  reference  was  eventually  deleted  from  the  final  design, 
apparently  at  the  behest  of  President  Calvin  Coolidge.  Thus  it  occurred  that 
the  attempt  of  southern  lawmakers  to  be  "politically  correct"  was  conveniently 
circumvented  by  a  northerner.  The  result  was  a  very  handsome  coin  which  bears 
no  reference  to  the  Spanish-American  War  or  The  World  War,  nor  any  reference 
to  President  Harding.  Rather,  the  coin  bears  these  words »  "MEMORIAL  TO  THE 
VALOR  OF  THE  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  SOUTH."  [Thanks  again,  Jim,  nice  work!) 


RARE  COIN  REVIEW  —  AN  EXCERPT 


In  the  Summer/Autumn  1992  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review.  No.  88,  published  by 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  appeared  the  following  article  on  page  36 « 

Helen  Carmodv  Writes 

"Helen  Carmody,  of  Huntington  Beach,  California  is  one  of  the  best- known 
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figures  in  the  numismatic  scene  on  the  West  Coast,  if  not  indeed  the  entire  Uni¬ 
ted  States.  For  a  number  of  years  she  has  been  a  leading  light  in  the  Society 
for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  and,  beyond  that,  has  participated  in  many  other 
projects.  Now  we  learn  that  she  is  going  to  toss  her  hat  in  the  ring  for  a  seat 
on  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  in  the  1993 
election.  While  her  'campaign'  hasn't  started  yet,  it  is  not  too  early  to  wish 
her  the  best  of  success  —  which  she  probably  won't  need,  as  she  has  enough  fans 
to  carry  her  right  along. 

"In  her  communication  she  included  the  following  nice  notei  'With  re¬ 
gard  to  your  f Commemorative  Coins  of  the  U.S. ,  A  Complete  Encyclopedia!  I  have 
had  several  members  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  call  within  the 
past  two  weeks  to  tell  me  how  much  they  have  enjoyed  reading  it.  I  wouldn't  say 
that  the  book  has  encountered  anything  but  words  of  praise  —  certainly  some  indi¬ 
viduals  would  like  to  have  seen  more  of  a  particular  aspect  covered.  However, 
that  certainly  is  true  of  everything  that's  ever  been  written,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  the  Bible,  and  I'm  not  sure  about  that!  You  did  yourself  proud, 
and  most  importantly,  made  the  most  significant  contribution  to  commemorative 
research  to  date.'" 

[This  latest  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review  focuses  upon  U.S.  commemoratives, 
as  indicated  by  its  front  cover  which  includes  a  "sunburst"  with  the  words  "Get 
Excited  About  Commemoratives"  and  a  headline  reading  "Coast  to  Coast  Commemora¬ 
tive  Special."  In  the  past.  Rare  Coin  Review  has  helped  us  by  publishing 
information  about  our  Society  goals,  membership  dues,  and  mailing  address.  We 
are  deeply  grateful  to  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  for  their  continuing  support 
of  our  Society  and  for  the  thoughtful  and  kind  remarks  about  Helen  L.  Carraody, 
our  Society's  vice  president.  WE  THANK  YOU!] 


THE  BRIDGEPORT  CONNECTICUT  CENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 
Introduction  to  a  Feature  Article 

Once  again,  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  present  another  installment  from  Ray 
Mercer's  classic  work,  A  Buyer's  Guide  to  the  Grading  &  Minting  Characteristics 
of  United  States  Commemorative  Coins.  Volume  One.  This  time  it  is  the  Bridge¬ 
port  half  dollar;  our  next  issue  will  feature  the  California  Diamond  Jubilee. 

For  our  new  members,  we'd  like  to  mention  that  RAY  MERCER  (R-0020,  CT)  was 
formerly  editor  of  our  journal  and  also  served  as  president  of  our  Society.  Ray 
is  recognized  internationally  as  an  expert  on  the  subject  of  U.S.  commemorative 
coins,  and  has  (so  far)  written  two  major  volumes  in  this  series.  We  invite  you 
to  jump  on  the  bandwagon,  and  start  twisting  Ray's  arm  to  encourage  him  to  write 
his  third  volume  —  WE  NEED  IT!  Meanwhile,  Ray  keeps  muttering,  "There  are  no 
victims,  only  volunteers!"  So,  what's  wrong  with  that,  Ray?  You  volunteered, 
and  did  a  magnificent  job!  Ray,  we  hope  you  will  do  it  again. 

We  are  deeply  indebted  to  Ray  Mercer  for  allowing  us  to  reprint  articles 
from  his  "Guide"  in  our  journal;  and  we  hope  he  will  pursue  publication  of  his 
third  volume.  While  we  will  continue  to  publish  articles  from  Ray's  out-of-print 
Volume  1  in  future  issues  of  the  Trail,  if  you  are  impatient,  perhaps  you  would 
be  interested  in  acquiring  your  own  personal  copies  of  Ray's  Volumes  1  and  2. 

If  so,  contact  Helen  L.  Carmody  at  the  address  shown  on  the  inside  front  cover. 
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Bridgeport 

(mintage  -  25,015) 

Luis  tear 

The  three  most  frequently  encountered  "types”  of  luster  indigenous  to  the  Bridgeport  are  1.)  Satin,  2.) 
Granular-Frost,  and  3.)  Semi-PL.  Of  these  three  basic  types,  the  "Granular-Frost"  is  the  most  predominant. 
Usually  with  a  somewhat  dull  finish,  these  "powdery"  coins  seldom  offer  much  in  the  way  of  flamboyant 
highlights  and  contrast.  The  Satin  finish  examples  exhibit  subdued,  delicate  highlights  and  little  contrast 
between  their  devices  and  fields.  Often  times,  they  are  of  a  very  deep  satin  nature  and  when  heavily  toned  - 
offer  an  almost  "matte-proof"  type  of  effect. 

The  "Semi-PL"  or  "chrome-like"  specimens  offer  smooth,  brilliant,  fields,  but  customarily  lack  any  noticeable 
contrast  (i.e.  frost)  between  their  devices  and  fields  -  especially  on  the  obverse  where  the  luster  is  its 
most  intense. 

Living  not  far  from  Bridgeport,  Connecticut  (approximately  a  half  an  hour’s  drive),  it  has  been  my  pleasure 
over  the  years  to  purchase  an  occasional  "hoard"  of  these  coins  -  one  which  contained  slightly  over  three 
hundred  pieces.  With  the  exception  of  the  Semi-PL  examples,  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  the  highlights  on 
these  coins  have  been  quite  subdued  when  compared  to  a  brilliant/ frosty  issue  like  your  typical  Albany.  This 
may  be  traced  to  the  granulation  of  their  surfaces  and  it  is  wise  for  any  potential  buyer  to  take  the  time  to 
compare  a  good  number  of  specimens  BEFORE  making  a  financial  decision. 

Unfortunately,  a  large  percentage  of  this  mintage  has  been  abused  by  dipping,  and  to  a  lesser  extent 
cleaning.  Because  of  their  granular  surfaces,  Bridgeport  halves  do  not  take  well  to  dipping  and  the  end 
result  is  typically  a  "white"  coin  offering  a  "washed-out"  appearance.  The  only  thing  these  specimens  have 
going  for  them  is  that  they  serve  as  a  good  reminder  on  why  you  shouldn’t  dip  your  coins! 

Strike 

The  Bridgeport's  smooth,  rounded,  design  doesn't  offer  us  much  in  the  way  of  pinpoint  detail.  It  is  an 
interesting  cross  between  Art  Deco  and  American  Realism  and  possesses  a  rather  charming  simplicity  all  of  its 
own.  Weakness  of  strike  is  not  a  common  problem  and,  over  the  last  sixteen  years,  I  have  only  encountered  a 
handful  of  specimens  that  had  to  be  down  graded  because  of  an  excessive  lack  of  detail. 

Maries 

Once  you  gain  a  good  understanding  of  what  the  Bridgeport's  natural  luster  should  really  look  like,  you  will 
quickly  discover  that  DETRACTING  marks  are  the  major  obstacle  confronting  the  potential  buyer.  This  issue 
possesses  two  important  focal  points  and  you  will  too  often  find  them  inhabited  by  nasty  bag/track  marks.  On 


71 


ihe  obverse  Barnum's  bust,  espec  Lai  lv  his  exposed  forehead,  cheek,  and  "liberal"  jowl  area.  On  the  reverse 
due  to  the  "smooth",  flowing,  nature  of  its  design  -  the  entire  length  of  the  eagle's  exposed  wing.  One 
should  also  take  great  care  to  check  for  slide  marks  on  these  key  areas. 


Of  course,  one  cannot  logically  expect  a  specimen  not  to  display  a  tiny  nick  or  two  upon  these  key  areas,  but 
a  major  whack  or  track  mark  has  an  annoying  habit  of  disrupting  the  flow  of  this  coin's  design.  As  with  all 
marks,  their  size,  number,  location,  and  origin  are  the  important  factors  to  consider,  so  a  series  of 
meaningful  comparisons  and  the  added  help  of  educated  advice  are  strongly  suggested. 


However,  there  is  one  major  problem  that 
the  buyer  must  overcome  and  that  is  the 
limited  information  being  offered  by  some 
of  today’s  well-meaning  dealers!  At  more 
than  a  few  "commemorative  talks"  that  it 
has  been  my  pleasure  to  attend,  I  have 
noticed  more  than  one  speaker's  habit  of 
saying,  "Watch  out  for  RUB  on  Barnum's 
cheekbone"  and  simply  leaving  it  at  that! 
Although  their  timely  advice  is  certainly 
true  (one  should  also  remember  to  check 
both  sides  of  a  street  before  crossing), 
this  limited  information  does  little  to 
properly  prepare  the  consumer  for  one  of 
the  more  sophisticated  numismatic  facts 
of  life  -  planchet  abrasion! 

The  photo  to  the  right  shows  both  die 
polishing  marks  and  planchet  abrasion  on 
a  Semi-PL  Bridgeport. 


Personally,  I  have  never  seen  a  Bridgeport  which  did  not  exhibit  planchet  abrasion  on  Barnum's  cheekbone  - 
from  light  to  heavy!  Hence,  when  a  novice  is  singularly  informed  to  "watch  out  for  RUB  on  the  cheekbone",  the 
odds  are  great  that  he/she  will  systematically  reject  every  ORIGINAL  specimen  encountered!  Unfortunately, 
this  lack  of  information  (which  eventually  becomes  misinformation)  is  not  limited  to  the  Bridgeport!  As  we 
have  already  discussed,  there  are  MANY  commemorative  issues  where  planchet  abrasion  is  one  of  the  KEY  minting 
characteristics  and  to  ignore  its  existence  is  simply  looking  for  trouble.  Next  time  you  are  at  a 
commemorative  "talk"  and  a  speaker  ignores  planchet  abrasion  where  it  is  a  key  grading  factor,  please  do  your 
fellow  numismatists  a  favor  and  bring  it  to  everyone's  attention. 

Of  course,  the  Bridgeport's  planchet  abrasion  is  not  solely  limited  to  Barnum's  cheekbone  as  it  may  also 
appear  in  varying  degrees  on  the  high  points  of  his  jowl  and  the  eagle's  wing.  However,  the  cheekbone  is 
Barnum's  "main  attraction"  and  experience  has  taught  me  that  this  area  is  usually  the  major  stumbling  block 
the  novice  encounters.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  semi-PL  specimens  exhibit  the  heaviest  amount 
of  planchet  abrasion  of  all  the  Bridgeports.  The  lack  of  contrast  between  their  devices  and  fields  has  an 
overwhelming  habit  of  drawing  visual  attention  to  the  planchet  abrasion  and  often  times  -  I  have  seen  pieces 
rejected  out  of  simple  misunderstanding!  It  is  also  wise  to  remember  that  the  Bridgeport  will  display  varying 
degrees  of  die  polishing  marks  -  with  the  semi-PL  exhibiting  the  heaviest. 

Toning 

Due  to  the  granular  nature  of  this  coin,  it  is  unusual  to  encounter  specimens  with  a  smooth,  flowing, 
progression  of  toning.  Examples  housed  in  the  old,  "National"  type  of  albums  (cardboard  with  plastic  slides) 
have  a  tendency  to  acquire  a  thin  band  of  iridescent  peripheral  toning  with  very  light  beige  centers,  but 
there  are,  of  course,  many  exceptions  to  this  rule. 

However,  specimens  housed  in  their  original,  heavy  cardboard,  issue  box  possess  a  very  consistent  and 
interesting  trait.  In  this  case,  the  side  placed  face  down,  usually  the  reverse,  will  exhibit  dark-grey 
toning  which  invariably  forms  a  mottled  "patch-work"  of  streaks  across  the  surface  of  the  coin.  To  the 
uneducated  eye,  this  toning  usually  appears  rather  bland  and  not  particularly  attractive,  but  it  is  a 
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NF.CESSARY  trait  if  you  desire  a  specimen  that  has  been  housed  in  its  original  box.  I  have  provided 
photograph  of  an  example,  but  camera  lighting  the  way  it  is  prevents  the  picture  from  revealing  the  t  rue 

depth  of  tdie  toning  s  natural  shading.  In  real  life,  the  toning  is  darker  and  its  mottled  progression  more 
pronounced . 


S  utmmei  ry 

Seek  examples  that  possess  good  luster  (for  the  issue)  and  are  well  struck  (remember  the  smooth,  rounded, 
nature  of  its  design).  Inspect  each  specimen  in  question  for  detracting  and  slide  marks,  but  understand  the 
nature  of  its  planchet  abrasion.  The  Bridgeport  is  quite  difficult  to  find  in  the  lower  mint  state  levels 
because  of  dipping  and  cleaning,  but  the  problem  becomes  one  more  of  detracting  marks  in  grades  of  MS-63+  and 
beyond.  In  MS-64  and  better  -  it  is  a  very  elusive  issue. 


The  top  photograph  (courtesy  of  Dan  Rosenthal)  shows  the  "mottled",  grey  toning  inherent  to  the  original  issue 
cases  shown  below  (courtesy  of  R.  Zevin).  Three  hole  boxes  are  more  the  exception  than  the  rule  as  the  vast 
majority  of  pieces  were  issued  in  a  single  coin  box. 
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RECOMMENDED  READING 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA ) ,  HLG 

We  try  to  keep  our  members  up  to  date  on  the  various  articles  appearing  in 
numismatic  publications  that  relate  to  conaeaoratlve  coins,  coin  shows,  our  aea- 
bers,  etc.  It  is  easy  to  understand  how  the  hectic  pace  of  our  daily  lives  pre¬ 
vents  our  spending  as  auch  time  as  we  would  like  on  our  hobby.  Each  day  seeas 
to  begin  earlier  and  earlier,  and  most  "voluntary"  reading  is  usually  done  dur¬ 
ing  breakfast,  sandwiched  in  with  the  day's  events  being  reported  on  the  "Today" 
sho!  Weekends  are  filled  with  numerous  commitments  as  well,  and  the  frenzy  is 
lessend  —  but  not  to  any  great  extent.  For  these  reasons,  this  column  was  bom. 

At  an  early  age  we  learned  the  minimum  daily  requirements  for  nourishing 
our  bodies,  but  what  about  our  minds?  The  very  least  a  serious  numismatist  can 
afford  to  absorb  are  weekly  doses  of  Coin  World  (911  Vandemark  Road,  Sidney,  OH 
45365;  $26  for  52  weekly  issues)  and  Numismatic  News  (700  East  State  St.,  Iola, 

WI  54990;  $27.95  for  53  issues)  from  cover  to  cover.  Perhaps  even  those  fine 
publications  may  be  only  "skimmed"  during  especially  busy  times,  but  at  least  we 
can  acquaint  ourselves  with  the  major  happenings  in  the  hobby. 

Needless  to  say,  we  all  have  our  favorite  writers  and  unfailingly  turn  to 
their  columns  no  matter  what  the  time  element.  We  are  delighted  to  have  many  of 
those  authors  among  our  membership.  They  are  our  conduit  to  our  favorite  series 
of  commemorative  coins  —  as  well  as  the  hobby  as  a  whole  —  and  deserve  our  ap¬ 
preciation  and  gratitude  for  performing  their  jobs  with  such  excellence,  dedica¬ 
tion,  and  enthusiasm.  If  a  member  has  the  opportunity  to  speak  with  these  wri¬ 
ters  at  a  coin  show  or  other  function,  he  or  she  will  be  rewarded  more  than  I  can 
adequately  express  here. 

However,  we  do  want  to  call  your  specific  attention  to  two  monthly  magazines 
that  have  published  extremely  pertinent  articles  that  should  appeal  to  our  mem¬ 
bership. 

COINaqe  magazine  featured  "The  Engravers"  in  its  March  issue.  The  April 
issue  especially  captured  our  interest  with  "'92  Coin  Bonanza,"  "Olympic  Coin 
Sleepers,"  "There  Should  be  Coins,"  and  "Three  Strikes  for  the  Olympics."  "Show 
Business"  in  the  May  issue  revealed  what  is  "happening"  on  the  bourse  floors 
across  the  nation.  We  should  not  forget  that  James  L.  Miller,  the  publisher  of 
COINaqe .  plans  to  feature  additional  articles  on  commems  in  upcoming  issues  and 
has  invited  us  to  submit  information  on  our  Society  for  inclusion  in  the  maga¬ 
zine.  Let's  hope  that  all  of  our  authors  will  put  in  a  "plug"  for  the  Society 
( COINaqe  is  published  by  Miller  Magazines,  Inc.,  4880  East  Market  St.,  Ventura, 

CA  93003;  $23  for  12  monthly  issues). 

Coins  magazine  enlightened  us  in  its  March  issue  with  "The  One-coin  'Set'" 
and  "Basics  &  Beyond,"  and,  in  its  April  issue,  "Next  from  the  Mint,"  "Editor's 
Letter,"  "Are  Modem  Commems  a  Rip-off?"  and,  again,  with  "Basics  &  Beyond."  In 
May,  "Basics  &  Beyond"  was  again  absorbing.  The  June  issue  featured  "Collector 
Coins  vs.  Investor  Coins"  and,  as  usual,  another  fine  column  of  "Basics  &  Beyond." 
In  its  August  issue.  Coins  magazine  featured  an  article  entitled  "Eagle  Type  Col¬ 
lection,"  which  included  commems,  and  the  column  "Basics  &  Beyond"  focused  upon 
the  latest  publication  by  David  Bowers  (with  Michael  J.  Hodder),  A  Basic  Guide 
to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  (Coins  magazine  is  published  by  Krause  Publications, 
Inc.  700  East  State  St.,  Iola,  WI  54990;  $19.95  for  12  monthly  issues). 
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NAME  THAT  COKHEH! 


Above  is  shown  yet  another  XCU  photograph  taken  fro*  a  U.S.  rnmrnnritlirc 
half  dollar.  We  will  leave  you  this  one  to  ponder  until  the  next  issue  of  the 
Trail.  Hoaer  asked,  "Good  grief,  what  has  Bill  Pivaz  cone  up  with  this  ti»e?" 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 


IN  MEMORY  OF  ROBERT  ENGLE 

At  left  is  shown  a  photograph  of  a  young 
baby  girl,  Cydney  Anne,  daughter  of  Society 
■ember  Kerry  Dawn  Engle  and  Robert  P.  Engle. 

Before  she  ever  had  a  chance  to  know  hi*, 
this  tiny  "new  aenber"  of  our  world  lost  her 
father  to  pancreatic  cancer,  the  saae  disease 
which  so  quickly  struck  down  Michael  Landon. 

Robert  Engle  put  up  one  heck  of  a  fight, 
as  everyone  who  knew  and  loved  hi*  would  have 
expected.  Against  enomous  odds,  which  gave 
hi*  only  "ninety  days,"  Bob  outlived  the  pre¬ 
dictions  by  a  factor  of  four.  Until  the  day 
he  died,  he  continued  to  operate  his  clinics 
(Sports  PT)  in  Pennsylvania  and  continued  to 
work  on  his  next  book  about  physical  therapy. 
We  offer  our  condolences  to  Bob's  wife,  Kerry,  to  their  daugters,  Ashley, 
Lynsey,  and  Cydney,  and  to  all  of  Bob's  family  members  and  *any  friends.  Kerry's 
sisters,  Kathryn  and  Kimberly,  who  are  members  of  our  Society,  share  in  our  ex¬ 
pression  of  love  and  sorrow. 
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*  *  *  * 


NEW  MEMBERS  *  *  *  *  * 


A  sincere  welcome  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  individuals  who  have  become 
members  since  the  publication  of  the 
previous  issue  of  the  Trail.  We  are 
especially  grateful  to  those  Society 
members  who  are  indicated  as  their 
proposers.  Special  thanks  go  to 
Q.  David  Bowers  for  continuing  to 
promote  our  club  through  Bowers  and 
Merena  publications  as  well  as  the 
outstanding  efforts  of  Life  Member 
Sterling  M.  "Chip"  Gambino. 

Each  and  every  one  of  us  should 
become  involved  in  our  membership 
drive.  Why  not  take  a  few  minutes  of 
your  time  to  suggest  to  friends  or 
colleagues  that  they  too  would  enjoy 
enrolling  in  our  club? 


Adkins ,  Gary  . 

Annis,  Michael  C.  .. 

Austin,  LeRoy  . 

Bailey,  Robert  C.  .. 

Cobb,  Louis  D . 

Dooley,  Keith  . 

Endus ,  Mike  . 

Fanelli,  Michael  A. 
Foley,  Thomas  M.  . . . 

Gillio,  Ron  J . 

Glenn,  David  A . 

Glenn,  Jerrame  S.  .. 
Greer,  Michael  P.  .. 
Hakze,  Gerrit  W.  ... 
Hart ,  Jr . ,  Clyde  L . 
Hatanaka,  Stan  S.  .. 
Hoffman,  Danny  C.  .. 
Jackson,  Allen  R.  .. 

Jackson,  Mark  . 

Jokinen,  David  T.  .. 
Krespi ,  Yosef  P .  .  .  . 

Ligonis,  Ted  . 

Long ,  J .  Warren  .  .  .  . 
Lovequist,  Joseph  M. 

Louk,  Frank  T . 

Manos ,  William  D.  .. 
Merriman,  Daniel  L. 

Oxman ,  Jeff  . 

Pearson,  Gregory  S. 
Polimeni,  Dominic  .. 
Prescott,  Robert  M. 
Raphael,  Harold  G.  . 
Rebhahn,  William  ... 
Rosenberg,  Thomas  L. 


.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Robert  E.  Bodine 

.  Proposed  by  Alan  R.  Glenski 

.  Proposed  by  Larry  J.  Shepherd 

.  Proposed  by  James  J.  Dooley 

. . . .  Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  "Chip"  Gambino 

. . . .  Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  "Chip"  Gambino 

. . . .  Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  "Chip"  Gambino 

.  Proposed  by  Paul  L.  Koppenhaver 

.  Proposed  by  Earle  R.  Glenn 

.  Proposed  by  Earle  R.  Glenn 

.  Proposed  by  Vernon  L.  Tipka 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

. . . .  Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  "Chip"  Gambino 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Tom  Culhane 

.  Proposed  by  Jerry  Bobbe 

....  Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  "Chip"  Gambino 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Proposed  by  Frank  W.  DuVall/Anthony  Swiatek 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

.  Proposed  by  David  M.  Snider 

.  Proposed  by  Eric  Carlson 

.  Proposed  by  Alan  R.  Glenski 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

....  Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  "Chip"  Gambino 
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New  Members  (continued) 


Rossi  ,  Joseph  .  Proposed  by 

Royer,  James  M . 

Sampson,  Chris  . 

Santulli,  Natalie  . 

Schmoller,  Stanley  F . 

Shiroma,  Fred  I . 

Solomon,  Jeri  . 

Sterling,  Irvin  S . 

Taylor,  Gerald  R . 

Wong,  Anthony  . 


Thomas  K.  Dorsa  and  Sterling  M.  "Chip  Gambino 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  "Chip'  Gambino 

.  Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  "Chip'  Gambino 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Alan  R.  Glenski 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Larry  J.  Shepherd 

.  Proposed  by  Alan  R.  Glenski 

.  Proposed  by  Michael  S.  Turrini 


The  Society  is  in  the  debt  of  each  and  every  member  who  took  the  time 
and  effort  to  recruit  another  commemorative  enthusiast  to  our  club. 


Our  deepest  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  numismatic  press  who  have  pub¬ 
licized  our  Society  and  thereby  attracted  new  members  to  our  ranks.  We  are 
very  appreciative  of  their  fine  work  and  dedication  to  our  hobby. 

*****  NEW  LIFE  MEMBER  ***** 


It  is  a  profound  pleasure  to  announce  that  the  Society  has  been  honored 
to  include  among  its  membership  a  new  Life  Member,  J.  VINCENT  NABHOLZ ,  LM-32 ! 
We  are  indeed  grateful  to  Mr.  Nabholz  for  his  continuing  support  of  our  non¬ 
profit,  educational  organization,  which  he  joined  in  October  of  1987. 

*****  DONATIONS  ***** 

By  their  extremely  generous  and  thoughtful  donations,  the  following 
individuals  have  contributed  above  and  beyond  their  dues  to  enable  our  Society 
to  provide  members  with  the  "best  buy  in  numismatics": 

$00.00  to  $24.99 

Barosko,  Thomas  M. 

Clark,  Roy  C.  [on  behalf  of  his  grandson,  Jarrod]  ("The  Carmody  Award") 

Dooley,  James  J.  ("The  Carmody  Award") 

Glenn,  Earle  R. 

Iversen,  Phil 
Kinslow,  Robert  A. 

Munzner,  Richard  T. 

$25.00  to  $49.99 

Dronzek,  John  E. 

Hastey,  Raymond  L. 

Horning,  Charles  D. 

Rickert,  Lolly 
Spencer,  Jay  I. 

$100  and  Over 

Gambino,  Sterling  M.  "Chip" 


•  •  • 

Levi,  Alan  B.  (material  for  auction  purposes) 
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Introduction  to  a  Feature  Article 


Time  and  time  again  we  have  asked  for — and  immediately  recei ved--f resh 
and  unique  materials  and  articles  from  Q.  David  Bowers  for  The  Coranemorat i v e 
Trail .  This  issue  is  no  exception.  Despite  his  overwhelming  schedule  and  the 
many  writing  deadlines  he  faces  each  and  every  day,  Dave  has  willingly  and 
enthusiastically  contributed  to  our  journal.  We  are  in  his  debt  for  publiciz¬ 
ing  the  Society  in  his  various  articles,  most  recently  in  his  Coin  World  col¬ 
umn,  Numismatic  Depth  Study."  Dave,  you  have  our  deepest  admiration, 
respect,  and  lasting  gratitude  for  all  you  have  done  on  our  behalf! 

As  we  chatted  at  the  ANA  Centennial  Convention  last  August,  our  discus¬ 
sion  turned  to  how  very  much  pleased  we  were  that  Gloria  Rovelstad  (R-2040, 

IL)  was  attending  the  convention  and,  in  fact,  came  to  our  Society  meeting  on 
Saturday  morning.  We  speculated  that  our  membership  would  find  an  interview 
with  the  widow  of  the  renowned  sculptor,  Trygve  Rovelstad,  to  be  fascinating, 
as  she  could  provide  insights  into  this  great  artist's  life  unknown  to  the 
collecting  public.  The  proposal  was  decided  to  be  pursued  at  a  later  date  due 
to  the  hectic  pace  of  the  show,  and,  true  to  form,  Dave  has  made  another  sig¬ 
nificant  addition  to  the  pages  of  our  journal. 


*  *  *  *  *  AN  INTERVIEW  WITH  GLORIA  ROVELSTAD  *  *  *  *  * 
by  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH) 


One  of  my  most  pleasurable  activities  in 
connection  with  the  preparation  of  my  1991  book, 
Comroeroo r a t i v e  Coins  of  the  United  States :  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia .  consisted  of  numerous  con¬ 
versations  and  letters  with  Mrs.  Gloria  Rovelstad 
of  Elgin,  Illinois,  widow  of  the  late  Trygve 
Rovelstad,  designer  of  the  1936  Elgin  Centennial 
half  dollar. 

Gloria  is  quite  aware  of  the  collecting  com¬ 
munity  and,  in  fact,  has  helped  a  number  of  Soci¬ 
ety  members  with  their  projects.  Rather  than  dis¬ 
cuss  in  detail  the  Elgin  half  dollar  itself,  which 
has  been  covered  at  length  in  my  book,  in  a  series 
of  articles  I  wrote  for  The  Numismatist ,  and  in 
other  commemorative  references  as  well,  I  concen¬ 
trated  upon  Gloria  s  relationship  with  her  husband 
and  other  aspects  which  might  not  have  found  their 
way  into  print.  I  posed  some  questions  to  her, 
and  her  answers  are  given. 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  How  did  you  meet  Trygve  Rovelstad? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  We  met  in  Elgin  in  the  summer  of  1949  at  a  stone  quarry  in 
South  Elgin  (a  swimming  quarry).  We  had  interests  in  common  as  I  was  sketch¬ 
ing  at  the  time  and  he  noticed.  We  had  good  rapport  right  away.  (Twenty- 
three  years  difference  in  our  ages  made  no  difference;  you  need  not  emphasize 
this . ) 
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Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  What  is  your  background?  What  are  your  interests? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD.  Both  my  parents  were  Swiss.  I  am  1 irst-generation  Ameri¬ 
can.  I  love  music  (play  piano),  singing,  art  and  watercolor  painting.  I 
worked  when  I  first  graduated  from  high  school  as  a  bookkeeper  (in  three  dif¬ 
ferent  jobs),  then  worked  for  the  State  of  Illinois  Mental  Health  Department 
in  Elgin  as  an  Activity  Therapist  and  later  switched  to  Mental  Health  Special¬ 
ist.  I  worked  31  years  at  the  Elgin  Mental  Health  Center. 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  At  the  time  you  first  met  Trygve,  was  the  Elgin  half  dollar 
forgotten  or  was  it  something  that  had  been  on  his  mind  for  many  years?  Do 
you  recall  what  he  might  have  said  about  it? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  I  met  him  in  1949.  I  recalled  roy  brother  having  purchased 
his  (TAR)  coin  for  his  collection  (1936).  Trygve  was  always  pleased  to  know 
someone  had  the  coin  in  their  collection. 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  What  were  his  feelings  concerning  the  Pioneer  Memorial, 
especially  if  you  can  recall  any  frustrations,  glimmers  of  hope,  etc.,  which 
are  not  reflected  in  anything  I  already  have? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  He  continued  on  with  his  project,  regardless  of  setbacks  or 
disappointments,  with  the  expectation  that  at  some  time,  the  time  would  come 
when  people  would  recognize  and  help  with  the  project.  In  spite  of  disap¬ 
pointments,  he  never  showed  great  despair,  was  stalwart  and  courageous.  At 
times  his  work  on  the  Memorial  was  interrupted  by  several  interesting  commis¬ 
sions — statue  of  Senator  Barr  for  Springfield,  medals  of  various  kinds,  etc., 
and  he  worked  at  numerous  small  sculptures  also.  He  has  written  a  book  on 
Eagles,  a  biography,  and  one  of  his  "Trip  to  Paris,"  to  be  published  someday. 
His  entire  life  was  in  sculpture  and  art,  and  also  writing.  He  himself  put 
through  the  Coinage  issue  (his  own  initiative)  with  the  help  of  Chauncey  Reed 
(Congressman).  He  petitioned  U.S.  Congressmen,  having  them  sign  their  ap¬ 
proval  on  a  Pioneer  Scroll,  to  get  the  Memorial  erected.  Also,  on  his  own 
initiative,  he  lobbied  in  Springfield  and  several  times  bills  that  were  intro¬ 
duced  there  almost  passed.  He  was  founder  of  the  Pioneer  Memorial  Committee 
in  Elgin  and  when  it  dissolved,  he  founded  the  present  ongoing  Pioneer  Memo¬ 
rial  Foundation  of  Illinois,  Inc. 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  What  was  the  reaction  of  the  town  of  Elgin  to  the  statue 
when  you  first  met  Trygve? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  Apathy. 

Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  How  did  this  change  over  a  period  of  years? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  Still  apathetic.  Gave  approval  for  the  site  in  Davidson 
Park  but  never  any  financial  aid. 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  When  did  they  become  continuously  interested? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  Interest  came  in  the  past  year,  as  the  City  of  Elgin  re¬ 
cently  decided  to  have  a  Committee  on  Art,  as  they  have  plans  to  renovate 


parks,  roads  and  to  revitalize  the  downtown  which  is  like  a  ghost  town.  A 
mall  was  planned  too  late! 

Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  What  type  of  contact  did  Trygve  have  with  numismatists?  Did 
he  ever  say  anything  about  the  numismatic  community? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  He  spoke  before  two  local  clubs  and  gave  three  exhibits  at 
the  Elgin  Coin  Club  Annual  Shows. 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  Are  there  any  numismatists  locally  you  would  like  to  mention 
in  connection  with  the  Pioneer  Memorial  fund-raising  effort  or  anything  else? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  No,  Don  Taxay  wrote  him  and  he  gave  photos  and  material  for 
his  book.  No  numismatic  clubs  ever  have  helped  in  fund  raising  -  they  have 
enough  to  do  (locally  to  get  members). 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  What  were  your  impressions  with  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention  in  Chicago  last  August? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  Very  impressed  to  see  so  many  members  and  all  whom  I  met 
were  very  gracious.  Didn't  realize  it  was  so  large  an  organization! 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  What  numismatists  have  you  had  contact  with,  and  what  reac¬ 
tions  have  you  had? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  Anthony  Swiatek  contacted  Trygve  when  his  book  was  pub¬ 
lished.  He  has  written  some  articles  in  Coin  World  about  him.  You  are  the 
only  other  person  I  have  had  contact  with  -  and  you  are  very  nice.  Anthony 
has  visited  four  or  five  times  here. 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  Of  the  various  art  that  Trygve  did,  which  are  your  favor¬ 
ites? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  The  Pioneer  Memorial,  Niade,  Pan,  Indian  Hunter,  and  a 
preliminary  sketch  in  watercolor  of  a  painting  of  "Flight  of  the  Soul"  of 
which  the  final  painting  is  in  the  American  Roll  of  Honor,  St.  Paul's  Cathe¬ 
dral,  London.  (It  is  beautiful  and  I  have  it  framed  on  my  living  room  wall.) 

Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  What  do  you  think  of  the  Elgin  half  dollar? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  A  beautifully  designed  and  modeled  coin.  I  am  proud  of  it 
and  am  pleased  that  the  world  of  numismatics  will  forever  remember  it  in  their 
collections . 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS:  How  do  you  feel  about  being,  so  far  as  anyone  knows,  the 
only  living  spouse  of  a  sculptor  directly  connected  with  the  1936  commemora¬ 
tive  coinage? 

GLORIA  ROVELSTAD:  Happy  to  be  alive ! !  I  hope  to  see  his  Pioneer  Memorial 
erected  in  my  lifetime. 
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CLUB  NEWS 


We  Have  a  New  YN  Represent. at j _ve  ! 

With  great  pride  we  have  the 
pleasure  and  honor  to  announce  that 
we  have  a  fine  successor  to  NEIL  C. 
WATSON  ( JA-063 ,  CA) ,  who  served  the 
Society  with  great  distinction  repre¬ 
senting  the  juniors  in  our  club. 


\ 


s' 


Effective  with  the  next  issue 
of  The  Commemorative  Trail ,  KEITH 
DOOLEY  (J-0077,  CA)  will  be  writing 
his  own  department  and  sharing  his 
collecting  experiences  and  thoughts 
with  his  peers — not  to  mention  the 

rest  of  us  who  can  always  use  the  wisdom  and  youthful  insight  of  a  true  hobby¬ 
ist  who  enjoys  collecting  commemorative  coins. 


As  Neil  had  strong  support  from  his  father,  LESLIE  D.  WATSON  (R-1550, 
CA),  our  communications  chairperson,  so  does  Keith.  His  father,  JAMES  J. 
DOOLEY  (R-1809,  CA) ,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Society  since  October  of  1989 
and  recently  proposed  his  eleven-year-old  son  for  membership. 

We  are  delighted  to  have  parents  in  our  club  actively  participating  in 
our  activities  and  encouraging  their  children  to  do  so  as  well.  Our  hats  are 
off  to  you  all! 


New  Society  Photographer  to  Serve 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  received  a  letter  from  ROY  T.  IWATA 
(R-0566,  CA) ,  advising  that  he  will  no  longer  be  able  to  handle  our  photo¬ 
graphic  needs  during  the  three  yearly  Long  Beach  Expo  meetings.  However,  as 
soon  as  we  requested  he  do  so,  JERRY  YAHALOM  (R-1060,  CA)  stepped  forward  to 
volunteer  his  services.  We  wish  Roy  the  very  best  in  his  new  work  assignment 
and  hope  that  he  will  soon  return  to  the  Long  Beach  area.  He  will  be  sorely 
missed  by  all  of  us — not  just  Society  members  and  the  Long  Beach  Expo  staff 
but  the  many  clubs  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  talents  and  energies  for  so 
many  years.  We'll  be  looking  forward  to  seeing  Roy  at  future  meetings. 

Long  Beach  Meetings  to  Continue  as  Usual 

We  have  long  been  in  the  debt  of  SAMUEL  L.  LOPRESTO  (R-0038,  CA)  and  his 
wonderful  staff,  who  made  each  and  every  one  of  our  meetings  at  the  three- 
times-a-year  Long  Beach  Expo  so  overwhelmingly  successful.  Sam.  bourse 
chairperson  TERESA  DARLING  (R-0727,  CA) ,  GUS  ARGERIS  (R-0137,  CA),  and  DALE  B. 
SNYDER  (R-0981,  CA)  have  always  assured  the  Society  of  unparalleled  support 
and  cooperation.  We  will  never  be  able  to  repay  the  many  kindnesses  extended 
to  us  by  these  exceptional  individuals. 

However,  we  are  delighted  to  report  that  the  new  owners  of  the  Expo, 

PAUL  L.  KOPPENHAVER  (R-0700,  CA)  and  RON  J.  GILLIO  (R-2101,  CA)  will  continue 
the  existing  policy  of  furnishing  the  Society  with  its  meeting  room  as  well  as 
other  conveniences  for  our  members.  A  BIG  Thank  You  to  Paul  and  Ron  not 
only  for  their  cooperation  and  promotion  of  our  activities  but  for  their  dedi¬ 
cation  and  enthusiasm  on  behalf  of  the  PNG  and  now  the  Long  Beach  Expo. 
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Club  News  (continued) 


NASC  Breakfast 
Fun  for  One  and  All 


A  highlight  of  the  Golden  State 
(CA)  Coin  Show  was  the  presentation 
of  the  Numismatic  Association  of 
Southern  California's  literary  awards 
by  none  other  than  Coin  World ' s  edi¬ 
tor,  BETH  DEISHER  (R-2027,  OH),  who 
certainly  is  no  stranger  to  writing 
awards  herself!  All  commemorative 
enthusiasts  were  on  hand  for  a  spe¬ 
cial  presentation  by  JERRY  YAHALOM 
(R-1060,  CA)  and  wife  MARY  YAHALOM 
(R-1784,  CA),  a  f  inely  researched  slide  program  entitled  "California  Commemo¬ 
rates."  The  previous  evening  Jerry  received  the  NASC ' s  highest  honor,  the 
Goodson  Award.  The  installation  of  new  officers  [among  them  KAY  EDGERTON 
LENKER  (R-0870,  CA),  PHIL  IVERSEN  (R-1243,  CA),  and  JEFF  OXMAN  (R-2075,  CA)] 
was  performed  by  HELEN  L.  CARMODY  (R-0007,  CA) ,  acting  in  her  capacity  as  ANA 
Regional  Coordinator. 

Society  Member  Named  Numismatic  Ambassador 

We  are  truly  delighted  to  announce  that  VERNON  L.  TIPKA  (R-1003,  OR)  was 
recently  named  a  Krause  Publications'  Numismatic  Ambassador  at  the  recent  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  Numismatic  Association.  "Tip"  is  one  of  the 
finest  gentlemen  it  has  been  our  pleasure  to  know,  a  dedicated  commemorative 
enthusiast  and  a  great  supporter  of  our  entire  hobby.  This  was  an  honor  most 
richly  deserved.  He  has  our  most  sincere  congratulations  that  his  many  con¬ 
tributions  have  been  duly  recognized  by  his  peers.  We  are  extremely  proud  to 
claim  him  as  one  of  our  most  illustrious  members! 

New  TAMS  Head  to  Begin  Term 

CHARLES  J.  RICARD  (R-0080,  IL)  has  been  elected  to  serve  the  Token  and 
Medal  Society  for  a  two-year  term  beginning  with  its  meeting  at  the  Annual  ANA 
Convention  in  Orlando.  This  prominent  specialty  group  has  among  its  members 
many  of  the  finest  numismatists  in  the  country.  We  know  Charlie  will  be  a 
most  able  and  energetic  leader. 

Society  Member  to  Co~edi t  JRCS  Journal 

BRADLEY  S.  KAROLEFF  (R-0364,  KY)  is  the  new  co-editor  of  the  John  Reich 
Journal .  the  official  publication  of  the  John  Reich  Collectors  Society.  The 
club  encourages  the  study  of  U.S.  gold  and  silver  coins  minted  before  the 
introduction  of  the  Seated  Liberty  design  and  was  named  after  John  Reich,  an 
early  assistant  engraver  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Three  issues  of  the  jour¬ 
nal  are  included  with  annual  memberships  costing  $10.  For  further  information 
please  write  JRCS,  Box  135,  Harrison,  OH  45030. 

Cherry pi cker ' s  Guide  Authors  Award  YN  Scholarships 

WILLIAM  F.  FIVAZ  (LM-025,  GA)  and  J.T.  STANTON  (R-0935,  GA) ,  authors  of 
The  Cherry picker  '  s  Gui de  to  Rare  Die  Varieties  and  specialists  in  the  field  of 
error  coins,  are  sponsoring  three  Young  Numismatist  scholarships  to  the  ANA 
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Club  News  (continued) 

Summer  Conference.  One  of  the  very  fortunate  recipients  is  our  own  member, 
JOHN  J.  KRALJEVICH,  JR.  ( J-0067 ,  PA).  These  scholarships  were  made  possible 
through  the  sales  of  Bill  and  J.T.  s  Cherrypi cker ' s  Guide,  which  not  only  has 
provided  a  wealth  of  die  varieties  worth  searching  for  but  has  also  provided 
an  outstanding  educational  opportunity  for  deserving  juniors  who  may  well  be 
the  future  leaders  of  numismatics.  We  congratulate  both  gentlemen  (and  that 
word  is  truly  applicable)  both  on  their  success  but  on  their  genuine  dedica— 
tion  to  serving  our  hobby  at  all  levels. 

New  Silver  Dollar  Book  Published 

JOHN  W.  HIGHFILL  (R— 0144,  OK)  has  seen  one  of  his  dreams  come  true,  the 
publication  of  The  Comprehensive  U.S .  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia .  Now  why 
should  an  organization  such  as  ours,  specializing  in  U.S.  commemorative  coins, 
have  interest  in  a  book  on  silver  dollars?  Lest  you  forget,  education  is  the 
main  purpose  of  our  Society,  and  it  need  not  be  limited  to  only  our  favorite 
numismatic  series.  Besides,  although  most  of  our  checkbooks  find  a  Lafayette 
one  of  our  "wished-for"  coins,  it  i_s ,  nevertheless,  a  dollar!  Chapter  69, 

"The  Lafayette  Silver  Dollar,"  gives  facts  regarding  its  history,  background, 
design,  and  distribution.  The  die  varieties  are  also  enumerated,  and  a  spe¬ 
cial  appendix  written  by  FRANK  W.  DUVALL  (LM-001,  AL)  covers  four  pages .  Many 
Society  members  may  not  know  that  John  has  long  been  a  commemorative  enthusi¬ 
ast,  although  he  is,  of  course,  best  known  as  a  silver  dollar  specialist. 

WIN  Logo  to  be  Announced 

Not  one  but  four  sketches  have  been. prepared  for  Women  in  Numismatics  by 
former  Chief  Sculptor-Engraver  of  the  United  States  Mint,  ELIZABETH  JONES 
(R-0500,  PA).  The  designs  were  received  during  the  June  Long  Beach  Expo,  and 
the  officers  of  the  one-year-old  organization  have  already  made  their  selec¬ 
tion.  It  will  be  revealed  in  the  next  quarterly  issue  of  the  club's  newslet¬ 
ter.  Among  Society  members  serving  WIN  are  MARY  E.  SAUVAIN  (R-1611,  CO), 
president;  GLORIA  E.  PETERS  (R-1169,  CA) ,  editor;  CINDY  L.  MOHON  (R-0706,  CA), 
graphic  artist;  DOROTHY  M.  JOHNSON  (R-1941,  TX) ,  secretary;  and  TERESA  DARLING 
(R-0727,  CA),  member  at  large  and  advertising  chairperson.  WIN  membership  is 
$50  payable  February  of  each  year  and  includes  the  group's  publication.  For 
further  information  please  write  to  Dorothy  M.  Johnson,  WIN  Secretary,  P.  0. 
Box  742435,  Dallas,  TX  75374-2435. 

Society  Member  Serves  Illinois  Club 

THOMAS  M.  BAR0SK0  (R-0979,  IL)  has  not  changed  his  hobby  lifestyle  since 
moving  from  California.  Tom  remains  active  in  three  coin  clubs  in  Illinois 
and  was  elected  president  of  the  Mundelein  Coin  Club.  We  certainly  miss  Tom's 
regular  attendance  at  our  Society  meetings  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo  but  were 
thrilled  to  see  him  in  person  at  last  year's  ANA  Centennial  Convention  in 
Chicago.  Tom  was  a  real  "fixture"  in  California's  numismatics  for  many,  many 
years.  We  are  extremely  delighted  he  is  still  keeping  in  touch  with  his 
friends  in  the  Society. 

Life  Member  is  ANA  General  Chairman 


While  visiting  Orlando,  Florida  this  summer,  be  sure  your  trip  coincides 
with  the  American  Numismatic  Association's  AmericANA  World's  Fair  of  Money, 
August  12-16,  1992.  By  all  means,  stop  by  to  congratulate  ROGER  P.  BRYAN 


83 


Club  News  (cont i nued ) 


( LM-006 ,  FL),  on  the  culmination  of  his  hard  work  and,  of  course,  that  of  his 
wife,  Ginger,  and  a  1 1  the  members  of  the  numerous  committees  whose  energies 
and  labors  will  result  in  what,  we  know,  will  be  a  memorable  convention. 

*  *  * 


*****  FRANK  VL  DUVALL,  ANA  FEATURED  SPEAKER  *  *  *  *  * 

Please  Mark  Your  Calendars !  The  Society's  Annual  Meeting  at  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association's  101st  Convention  will  be  held  in  Orlando  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  August  15,  1992,  in  Room  13C  of  the  Orange  County  Convention  Center. 

Our  "Founding  Father,"  Frank  DuVall,  will  present  a  slide  program,  "A  Bizarre 
Transaction."  Members  and  guests  are  cordially  invited  to  attend.  Don't  miss 
this  wonderful  opportunity  to  chat  with  Frank  about  his  collecting  adventures. 
His  love  of  commemorative  coins  and  his  enthusiasm  for  the  hobby  always  add  to 
the  stimulation  of  his  talks. 

"k 

*  *  *  *  *  HAWAII  CALLS  *  *  *  *  * 


We  also  wish  to  remind  our  traveling  members  that  another  convention 
will  afford  you  the  opportunity  to  add  to  your  collections  in  what  is  really 
a  location  that  is  unmatched  here  on  the  mainland.  Needless  to  say,  we  are 
referring  to  the  Hawaii  State  Numismatic  Association  Convention  on  Oahu  Novem¬ 
ber  12-15,  1992.  So  make  your  airline  reservations  now!  Society  members 
MARION  F.  KENDRICK  (R-1810,  HI)  and  CHARLES  MATSUDA  (R-0420,  HI)  are  among  the 
club's  superb  members  who  work  to  make  this  show  the  highlight  of  the  Hawaiian 
numismatic  year.  As  many  dealers  as  possible  who  are  Society  members  choose 
this  event  as  a  "must"  on  their  show  schedules,  since  HSNA  dedicates  itself  to 
the  collector,  assuring  that  he/she  is  indeed  "king"  or  "queen"  while  visiting 
the  show.  The  bourse  and  club  banquet  take  place  at  the  Queen  Kapiolani.  The 
hotel  is  located  at  150  Kapahulu  Avenue,  Honolulu,  HI  96815,  (808)  922-1941. 
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Introduction  to  a  Feature  Article 


We  are  very  much  pleased  to  present  Parts  Five  and  Six  of  a  continuing 
series  of  articles  on  the  Iowa  half  dollar  written  by  Society  member  Michael 
S.  Turrini  (LM~31,  CA) .  No  commemorative  coin  has  received  such  dedicated  or 
enthusiastic  research  than  this  issue  minted  in  1946.  The  Society  is  indeed 

honored  to  have  among  the  pages  of  this  issue  of  our  journal  such  scholarly 
research . 


*  *  * 


THE  1946  IOWA  STATEHOOD  CENTENNIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR 

Des  Moines  Day  in  Numismatic  History:  Part  Five 

by  Michael  S.  Turrini 


This  fifth  article  in  the  series  is  dedicated  to  Iowa  's  present  state  trea¬ 
surer,  the  Honorable  Michael  L.  Fitzgerald ,  in  appreciation  of  his  interest 
and  cooperation  with  this  author  and  the  June  25,  1990,  event  as  well  as  his 
concern  in  preserving  and  protecting  a  true  numismatic  legacy. 


On  Monday,  June  25,  1990,  a  select  group  of  six  numismatists  under  the 
vigilant  eyes  of  two  state  officials  undertook  a  project  that  no  one  ever 
dreamed  might  happen.  As  a  result,  they  were  the  first  numismatists — and  the 
first  individuals — since  November  1948  to  visually  inspect,  briefly  examine 
and  ultimately  repack  part  of  the  hoard  of  1946  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollars.  These  half  dollars  are  held  in  trust  until  Iowa's 
sesquicentennial ,  the  one  hundred  fiftieth  anniversary  of  statehood,  in  just  a 
few  short  years,  1996*  This  once-in-a-lif etime  opportunity  is  but  one  story, 
one  more  saga,  in  this  series  that  the  author  has  researched  on  this  commemo¬ 
rative  half  dollar.  This  fifth  article  on  the  1946  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial 
commemorative  half  dollar  will  record  this  event  for  numismatic  posterity: 
how  it  came  about,  who  was  present  and  what  actually  happened  that  Monday  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Although  conclusions  as  to  the  condition  and  grade  of  this 
hoard  of  half  dollars  may  be  appropriate  to  this  article,  only  a  short  summary 
will  be  presented  here.  Additional  information  will  be  delayed  until  a  future 
article . 

The  origin  of  this  hoard  has  been  extensively  reviewed  in  the  second 
article  in  this  series,  "500  in  1996  and  500  in  2046,"  published  in  the  Octo¬ 
ber  1989  issue  of  The  Journal.  To  summarize,  it  was  the  late  Governor 
Robert  D.  Blue's  Executive  Order  (previously  incorrectly  referred  to  as  a 
proclamation)  of  January  5,  1949,  that  declared  these  half  dollars  be  retained 
until  1996  and  2046  in  a  safe-deposit  box  of  a  downtown  Des  Moines  bank. 


‘As  this  is  a  report  rather  than  a  learned  monograph,  a  bibliography  is 
unnecessary.  The  sole  reference  for  this  article  is  the  experience  of  the 
author.  The  article  was  reviewed  before  publishing  by  Deputy  State  Treasurer 
Steven  F.  Miller,  Jan  Henke,  and  Helen  Carmody. 
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These  halt  dollars,  other  than  a  quick  visual  check  annually  (and  a  relocation 
of  the  safe-deposit  box  from  the  original  bank,  Iowa-Des  Moines  National  Bank, 
to  the  current  Norwest  Bank_lowa,  NA)  have  remained  undisturbed  and  virtually 
unknown  since  Friday,  November  19,  1948. 

The  spark  that  ignited  what  was  to  occur  on  June  25,  1990,  began  with 
the  author  s  continuing  research  and  study  into  this  commemorative  half  dollar 
which  started  in  September  1989.  This  author  has  had  extensive  correspondence 
and  telephone  calls  with  Deputy  State  Treasurer  Steven  F.  Miller.  It  was 
during  one  such  conversation  that  this  author  proposed  that  he,  Jan  D.  Henke, 
close  friend  and  fellow  coin  hobbyist  as  well  as  native  Iowan,  and  Donald  and 
Helen  Carmody,  noted  husband-and-wi f e  team  who  are  nationally-recognized  com¬ 
memorative  coinage  specialists,  be  allowed  to  travel  at  their  own  expense  to 
attend  the  annual  cursory  check  of  the  half  dollars  in  June  1990.  Miller 
readily  agreed.  The  intention  remained  as  such  for  the  next  few  months.  Then 
Miller,  in  reading  some  documents  and  records  in  the  state  treasurer's  office 
files,  learned  that  the  half  dollars  may  have  been  coated  using  Egyptian  lac¬ 
quer,  a  century-old  coin  preservative. 

The  preservation  method  suddenly  became  a  serious  matter.  The  method, 
rarely  practiced  today,  if  done  properly  (and  this  was  the  key  concern)  would 
prove  a  most  correct  and  beneficial  method  for  long-term  storage.  Remember, 
the  objective  was  to  retain  the  half  dollars  for  up  to  one  hundred  years. 

Thus  in  January  1990,  the  state  treasurer  of  Iowa,  the  Honorable  Michael  L. 
Fitzgerald  (the  custodian  of  the  hoard  for  the  Iowa  Statehood  Memorial  Founda¬ 
tion  which  is  the  actual  owner  of  the  half  dollars)  approved  Miller's  sugges¬ 
tion  that  the  group  of  coins  being  preserved  for  1996,  held  in  two  small 
plastic  boxes  of  two  hundred  fifty  coins  each,  be  opened,  examined,  and  trans¬ 
ferred  to  appropriate  coin  holders. 

With  this  decision,  numerous  telephone  conversations  and  many  written 
correspondences  were  exchanged  over  the  next  several  months  among  this  author, 
Henke,  Miller,  and  the  Carmodys .  Even  a  summary  of  these  involved  communica¬ 
tions  would  fill  an  entire  issue  of  The  Journal  itself.  It  is  sufficient  to 
report  that  by  May  1990  a  decision  had  been  reached:  a  public  event  would  be 
staged  within  the  bank.  Each  half  dollar  would  be  visually  inspected,  trans¬ 
ferred  to  f if ty-cent-size  Snap-Lock  holders,  and  then  returned  to  the  same 
safe-deposit  box.  In  addition,  the  numismatic  media — Numismatic  News  and  Coin 
World — along  with  the  local  Des  Moines  broadcast  and  newspaper  media  would  be 
invited.  Last,  a  report  would  subsequently  be  made  to  the  Iowa  Statehood 
Memorial  Foundation.  Most  importantly,  only  the  1996  group  would  be  handled. 
The  2046  group,  it  was  concluded,  should  be  left  untouched  since  that  group 
would  not  be  opened  for  another  half  century. 

One  dilemma  did  remain:  whom  to  invite?  Space  and  security  limited  the 
number  to  a  very  small  group.  The  Norwest  Bank-Iowa,  due  to  its  own  security 
regulations,  instructed  that  the  activities  be  confined  to  the  vault  premises. 
A  list  was  finally  drawn  up,  and  invitations  were  sent.2  Attending,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  four  Californians  (this  author,  Henke,  and  the  Carmodys),  were 
A1  Hurry  and  Bob  Rozycki ,  both  professional  numismatists  from  Illinois,  who 
provided  the  jewelers ’  trays  and  agreed  to  assist  in  the  inspection  and  trans¬ 
fer  of  the  half  dollars.  Also  present  were  Charles  L.  Hanson,  local  Des 
Moines  resident,  Mark  C.  Mohlestad  of  the  state  auditor's  office  (this  was  an 


2 


Invitations  were  extended  to  several  Iowa  coin  dealers,  but  none  replied 


nor  attended. 
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official  state  function),  Miller,  and  his  superior,  the  Honorable  Michael  I,. 
Fitzgerald,  the  state  treasurer  of  Iowa.  From  Norwest  Bank~Iowa  were 
Jennifer  C.  Stitt,  marketing  department,  who  reported  on  the  event  for  the 
bank  s  in  house  newsletter;  Gary  E.  Giesler,  vice  president  of  commercial 
banking  for  the  bank  and  host  for  the  event;  Linda  Skjeveland;  and  Ray  Forret 
and  Dee  Webster,  bank  security.  John  C.  Nelson,  the  bank's  chief  executive 

although  not  present,  should  be  acknowledged  for  his  personal  inter- 
est  and  support  of  this  event  and  for  directing  the  bank's  full  cooperation. 


A  unique  honor  and  a  fitting  tribute  to  this  numismatic  historical  gath- 
er mg  was  that  the  late  Governor  Robert  D.  Blue  s  daughter,  Barbara  Blue 
Dittmar,  with  her  husband,  Douglas  Dittmar,  were  also  present.  This  author 
can  attest  that  Mrs .  Dittmar  was  moved  by  the  event  since  it  was  her  late 
father  who,  as  governor  at  the  time,  witnessed  these  same  half  dollars  being 
stored  into  the  safe-deposit  box  in  November  1948. 


The  event  was  in  the  main  vault  and  safe-deposit  box  examination  area  on 
the  main  floor,  street  level,  of  the  bank  which  is  located  at  666  Walnut 
Street  in  downtown  Des  Moines.  It  began  at  exactly  8 ; 30  a.m.  when  the  auto¬ 
matic  time  lock  opened  the  main  vault. 

This  inspection,  as  it  should  be  correctly  titled,  occurred  in  two 
parts.  First  was  the  opening  of  one  box  as  a  media  opportunity;  this  was 
hosted  by  Fitzgerald.  The  local  media  present  were  the  Des  Moines  Register 
and  the  television  stations  13  (NBC/WHO)  and  8  (CBS/KCCI).  The  television 
coverage  made  that  day's  noon  and  evening  news  programs,  and  it  was  front-page 
news  in  the  following  morning's  edition  of  the  Des  Moines  Register.  The  state 
treasurer  opened  one  box,  displayed  a  few  half  dollars,  and  answered  media 
questions.  This  part  lasted  about  thirty  minutes  as  the  media,  along  with  the 
curious  bank  employees  and  attendees  fascinated  with  what  was  going  on,  took 
their  photographs  and  wrote  their  stories. 

When  the  media  left  and  the  first  part  was  finished,  everything  was 
taken  into  a  small  room,  about  ten  feet  square,  close  to  the  vault.  This 
second  part  lasted  over  three  hours  and  was  directed  by  Miller.  It  included 
the  four  Californians,  Hurry,  Rozycki ,  Miller,  and  Mohlestad  and  involved  the 
actual  hands-on  examination  (with  gloves  provided  by  a  Des  Moines  dental  sup¬ 
ply  house)  and  transfer  of  the  five  hundred  half  dollars.  Mohlestad  was  some¬ 
what  bemused  over  the  fuss  given  these  coins. 

A  prescribed  routine  was  quickly  agreed.  The  half  dollars  would  be  re¬ 
moved  in  batches  of  about  fourteen  coins  from  the  box.  Each  coin  would  then 
be  unwrapped  from  its  own  anti-tarnish  tissue,  studied  and  placed  into  a  Snap- 
Lock  holder.  Each  of  the  numismatists  would  do  one  coin  and  then  take  another 
from  the  batch.  After  twenty-five  were  examined,  the  half  dollars  would  be 
given  to  Mohlestad  who  would  count  them  again  and  verify  the  number  that  had 
been  placed  into  the  coin  holder  boxes,  the  same  boxes  that  the  Snap-Locks 
came  in.  Hurry  was  the  keeper  of  the  box  for  the  numismatists,  counting  the 
required  twenty-five  and  then  giving  same  to  Mohlestad.  Care  was  taken  in 
handling  the  half  dollars.  Gloves  (examination  and  white  dress),  jewelers 
trays,  and  a  thick  tablecloth  were  used.  There  was  no  smoking.  Time  was  not 
a  factor;  whatever  time  was  necessary  was  used  without  interruption. 

Since  no  one  had  even  seen  or  held  the  coins  in  forty-two  years,  several 
questions  had  arisen:  Were  there  exactly  five  hundred?  How  was  each  stored? 
Most  importantly,  what  was  their  condition ; 
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There  were  exactly  live  hundred  hall  dollars.  Each  half  dollar  was 
individually  wrapped  in  anti-tarnish  tissue  and  placed  on  edge  in  rows,  not 
rolls,  ot  fourteen  within  the  several  individual  compartments  of  the  plastic 
box.  The  universal  opinion  of  all  present  —  four  of  whom  were  full-time  pro¬ 
fessional  numismatists — was  that  the  half  dollars  were  in  a  remarkable  state 
of  preservation.  All  exhibited  full  mint  luster,  extremely  limited  and  local¬ 
ized  toning,  and  minimal  abrasions  and  bag  marks.  Many  exhibited  the  main 
characteristics  of  a  gem  Iowa  half  dollar:  full  eagle's  head  with  strong  neck 
feathers  and  complete  eye.  As  has  been  reported  in  the  numismatic  press, 
there  can  be  no  denying  that  over  ninety  percent  are  MS-65  or  better. 


No  varieties  or  errors  were  discovered,  yet  one  half  dollar  was  identi¬ 
fied  as  being  different.  It  was  named  "the  Jan  Henke  half"  after  Henke  who 
first  discovered  it.  This  only  unique  half  dollar  out  of  the  entire  group  was 
returned  to  the  safe-deposit  box  along  with  the  rest  with  no  special  identifi¬ 
cation  or  label.  This  was  done  because  earlier  in  the  inspection  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  examine,  study  and  discuss  any  half  dollar  but  in  no  way  group, 
class,  or  label  any  half  dollar  as  to  condition,  variety,  or  grade. 


This  "Jan  Henke  half"  seems  to  have  been  minted  with  some  unidentified 
substance  struck  onto  its  surface  diagonally  at  the  "H"  in  "STATEHOOD"  on  the 
reverse.  There  seemed  to  be  no  evidence  of  a  die  crack,  although  at  first 
this  thin  line  gave  the  impression  of  such.  The  possibility  is  that  there 
might  have  been  some  grease  or  dirt  on  the  die  or  planchet  as  the  half  dollar 
was  minted.  This  half  dollar  is  in  all  other  respects  just  as  beautiful  and 
desirable  as  the  others. 


The  half  dol¬ 
lars  were  tightly 
packed  on  edges 
into  the  boxes 
which,  according  to 
the  records ,  seemed 
to  be  an  improvised 
last-minute  choice 
of  storage.  Both 
boxes  had  been 
sealed  around  the 
four  edges  of  the 
top  cover,  includ¬ 
ing  the  hinges, 
with  some  type  of 
acetate  glue.  The 
boxes  were  wrapped 
once  in  each  direc¬ 
tion  with  thin  cop¬ 
per  wire.  A  typed 
label  within  each 

box  at  the  top  identified  the  contents,  the  number  of  half  dollars  and  the 
appropriate  year  (1996  or  2046).  This  is  the  same  for  all  four  boxes.  A 
future  article  will  go  into  more  detail  on  the  preservation  and  storage  of 
these  half  dollars.3 


This  half  dollar  in  reality  has  no  special  significance  and  is  reported 
here  solely  for  the  record.  Deputy  State  Treasurer  Steven  F.  Miller  has  volun¬ 
teered  to  search  and  retrieve  it  from  the  1996  group  if  a  detailed  examination 
is  sought. 
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When  the  last  half  dollar  of  the  first  box  had  been  accounted,  the  sec¬ 
ond  box  was  opened  by  this  author  in  the  presence  of  all  fellow  numismatists 
and  the  two  state  officials.  In  the  struggle  to  do  so,  the  author  did  break  a 
small  piece  off  the  lid  s  edge.  When  this  box  was  finally  opened,  the  whole 
process  was  repeated  as  mentioned  beforehand. 

When  the  last  half  dollar  in  this  second  box  had  been  transferred  and 
accounted,  the  entire  complete  hoard  was  again  quickly  tabulated  and  stored  in 
a  large  cardboard  shipping  box,  sealed  and  returned  to  Safe-deposit  Box  #3452. 
There  are  a  total  of  twenty  coin  storage  boxes,  each  with  twenty-five  half 
dollars.  Miller  personally  returned  the  1996  hoard  to  the  safe-deposit  box 
and  locked  the  door.  Literally  everything  the  now-empty  two  boxes,  the  cop¬ 
per  wrapping  wire,  each  and  every  individual  wrapping  tissue  and  the  labels — 
was  saved  and  now  is  secured  in  the  same  safe-deposit  box.  It  is  all  state 
Property,  but,  more  importantly,  it  is  also  valuable  commemorative  coinage 
memorabilia . 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  during  the  long  process  of  examination  and 
transference,  a  bona  fide  offer  (backed  with  the  money)  of  $500  each  was  ten¬ 
dered  for  the  entire  five  hundred  half  dollars.  The  offer  was  refused  for 
obvious  reasons.  In  addition,  Donald  Carmody  later  stated  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  two  separate  inquiries  on  this  hoard  before  leaving  for  Iowa.  Both 
guaranteed  to  wire  up  to  $250,000  if  these  half  dollars  could  be  sold  and  were 
indeed  as  pristine  as  the  examination  would  later  prove. 

The  galvano  model  plaques  of  this  commemorative  half  dollar,  one  on  loan 
to  this  author,  were  on  display  during  the  first  part  of  this  event — the  media 
coverage — and  generated  interest  among  those  present.  These  plaques,  the  only 
three  known  to  date,  exhibit  the  reverse  of  the  half  dollar,  the  side  with  the 
eagle.  Their  origin  and  significance  is  still  being  researched,  and  input  on 
these  plaques  is  sought.* 

During  the  long  morning's  dual  events,  this  author  took  both  color 
slides  and  black-and-white  photos.  Some  of  the  black-and-white  photos  were 
published  in  the  July  10,  1990  issue  of  Numismatic  News  and  also  accompany 
this  article.  [Note  to  readers:  Only  one  of  the  pictures  has  been  reproduced 
in  this  issue.] 

When  the  event  had  been  completed  at  the  bank,  the  next  activity  was  to 
inspect  the  twenty-three  half  dollars  secured  within  the  state  treasurer's 
office  vault  in  the  Iowa  State  Capitol  building.  The  four  Californians  met 
Miller  and  Mohlestad  at  the  state  treasurer's  office  in  the  afternoon.  The 
only  available  space  was  a  large  wooden  conference  table  within  the  state 
treasurer's  personal  office.  So,  the  four  Californians,  Miller,  and  Mohlestad 
studied  and  talked  Iowa  half  dollars,  all  within  a  few  feet  of  Fitzgerald  hard 
at  work  at  his  desk  performing  his  state  duties  of  accounting  for  and  spending 
Iowa's  billions.  These  twenty-three  half  dollars  were  either  in  Kurtzeborn 
plastic  holders  or  Snap-Locks.  All  are  placed  in  small  envelopes  and  kept  in 
a  cash  box  within  the  vault. 

The  origin  of  these  half  dollars,  even  according  to  available  records, 
is  in  question.  However,  it  is  clear  based  on  the  inspection  that  these  half 


^ Larry  Adams,  curator  of  the  Mamie  Doud  Eisenhower  Museum  in  Boone,  Iowa, 
loaned  the  plaque  to  this  author.  Regretfully,  he  was  not  able  to  attend  the 
event,  but  he  has  provided  much  information,  input,  and  interest  to  the  au¬ 
thor’s  research  and  writing. 
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dollars  cannot  bo  any  ot  the  first  strikirigs  or  from  the  first  fifty  coins 
minted,  which  were  supposedly  held  separately.  Additional  research  is  needed. 

The  following  day,  Tuesday,  June  26,  1990,  Miller  drove  the  four  Cali¬ 
fornians  to  Iowa  City,  site  of  the  state's  first  capitol.  There  we  visited 
the  Old  Stone  Capitol  which  was  featured  on  this  commemorative  and  studied  the 
papers  and  records  of  the  late  Ralph  Evans  in  the  University  of  Iowa  Main 
1  i  brary .' 

Courtesy  and  kindness  are  the  words  with  which  this  author  wishes  to  end 
this  article.  During  the  entire  visit  to  the  state  of  Iowa,  we  all  were 
treated  with  respect,  offered  cooperation,  and  given  a  most  cordial  welcome. 
The  support  and  interest  of  the  state  treasurer,  the  Honorable  Michael  L. 
Fitzgerald,  his  assistant  Deputy  State  Treasurer  Steven  F.  Miller,  and  Mark  C. 
Mohlestad  of  the  state  auditor's  office  are  without  question  most  appreciated. 
The  four  Californians  tried  to  make  Mohlestad  into  a  good  coin  hobbyist.  We 
came  close  to  that  goal  as  Helen  Carmody  did  teach  him  how  to  use  a  magnifying 
glass  and  grade.)  Iowa  is  indeed  blessed  with  two  treasures:  these  quietly¬ 
resting  half  dollars  in  Safe-deposit  Box  /A 3 4 5 2  and  the  exemplary  hospitality 
and  fellowship  of  the  Honorable  Michael  L.  Fitzgerald,  Steven  F.  Miller,  and 
Mark  Mohlestad.  Words  cannot  express  the  four  Californians'  gratitude  for 
being  allowed  to  study  a  true  numismatic  treasure  while  enjoying  old-fashioned 
courtesy  and  kindness. 


*  * 


Storage  and  Preservation  of  the  Iowa  Hoard:  Part  Six 

by  Michael  S.  Turrini 


This  sixth  article  in  the  series  is  dedicated  to  Iowa  's  present  Deputy  State 
Treasurer  Steven  P.  Miller  in  recognition  of  his  continued  assistance  and 
interest  in  this  series  and  his  repeated  fellowship  and  cooperation  with  the 
author's  research  and  writing. 


In  the  previous  five  articles  on  the  1946  Iowa  statehood  centennial 
commemorative  half  dollar,  several  different  aspects  of  this  coin-biographies 
of  Adam  Pietz,  the  half's  designer,  Governor  Robert  D.  Blue,  The  Iowa  Award, 
and  the  1,000  halves  still  retained  by  the  state  of  Iowa,  "the  Iowa  hoard" — 
have  been  reviewed.  In  this  present  article  a  report  will  be  made  on  the 
storage  and  preservation  of  those  1,000  1946  Iowa  statehood  half  dollars.1 
This  article  is  pertinent  since  the  state  of  Iowa  and  the  Iowa  Centennial 
Memorial  Foundation,  the  hoard's  custodian,  are  actively  planning  to  dispose 


A  future  article  will  reveal  more  about  the  late  Ralph  Evans  and  his 
extensive  involvement  with  this  half  dollar  in  the  late  1940s. 

AThis  sixth  article  is  actually  a  continuation  of  the  previous  fifth 
article,  Des  Moines  Day  in  Numismatic  History,"  October  1990,  PCNS  Journal. 
Readers  are  welcomed  to  refer  to  that  article.  For  convenience  footnotes  have 
been  limited  to  major  aspects  and  direct  quotations. 
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of  the  halves  by  a  yet  to  be  determined  sales  method  and  to  sell  the  halves, 
needless  to  say,  for  a  substantial  profit.* * * * 5 

„  ^ie  origin "Of  these  halves,  which  this  author  has  for  convenience  titled 

the  Iowa  hoard,  was  detailed  in  a  previous  article  in  this  series,  ”500  in 
1996  and  500  in  2046,”  October  1989,  PCNS  Journal.  In  summary,  Governor 
Robert  D.  Blue  (1898*1989),  acting  under  his  authority  granted  by  Public  Law 
61^,  which  authorized  this  half,  directed  that  those  halves  unsold  from  the 
sales  in  December  1946  and  early  1947  be  retained  and  entrusted  to  the  still- 
existing  Iowa  Centennial  Memorial  Foundation.  These  halves  were  divided  into 
two  groups,  500  for  theyear  1996,  Iowa's  statehood  sesquicentennial ,  and  500 
for  the  year  2046,  Iowa  s  statehood  bicentennial ,  to  be  disposed  of  "for  each 
of  these  celebrations . . .and  that  the  money  be  used  for  the  celebrations  at 
that  time.”5 

To  store  coins  for  any  length  of  time  requires  permanent  and  safe  meth¬ 
ods  of  security,  care,  and  accountability.  Those  involved  with  this  half 
dollar,  especially  Ralph  Evans,  who  was  on  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  of 
1946  and  1947  and  also  the  chairman  of  its  subcommittee  responsible  for  the 
half  dollar,  were  to  correspond  and  coordinate  over  a  two-year  period  on  this 
matter.* 


The  first  mention  of  the  objective  of  retaining  1,000  halves  was  in  a 
letter  of  January  18,  1947,  just  three  days  after  sales  of  the  half  by  Iowa 
banks  had  been  closed,  addressed  to  John  M.  Grimes,  Iowa’s  State  Treasurer. 

"It  is  the  desire  of  the  Governor  and  the  Committee  that  at  least  1000  coins 
be  held  in  reserve  and  not  sold.""  This  action  was  later  confirmed  in  a  sec¬ 
ond  letter  of  March  22,  1947  by  Mr.  Evans  to  Treasurer  Grimes. 

From  the  dates  of  these  two  letters  through  the  next  two  years,  1947  and 
1948,  Mr.  Evans  was  to  correspond  with  various  persons  and  businesses  as  to  a 
preservation  method.  A  January  29,  1947  letter  to  Adam  Pietz,  the  half's 
designer,  mentions,  "I  recall  in  one  of  our  conversations  you  said  something 

*  f 

about  some  method  which  gives  such  protection. 

A  review  of  the  extensive  correspondence  and  records  is  not  necessary 
for  this  article,*  however,  due  to  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee's  termination 
in  March  1947,  there  was  a  delay  on  what  to  do  with  the  1,000  halves.  These 
halves  for  the  remainder  of  1947  and  well  into  1948  were  in  a  state  of  limbo. 


5  As  this  article  is  published,  the  Iowa  Centennial  Memorial  Foundation  and 
a  special  committee  composed  of  former  Iowa  Governor  N.  A.  Erbe,  1961-1963, 
present  State  Treasurer  Michael  L.  Fitzgerald  and  retired  Des  Moines  Register 

reporter  George  Mills  are  actively  studying  how  to  sell  the  1996  hoard.  Pro¬ 
posals  are  anticipated  as  early  as  Summer  1991. 

Governor  Blue,  letter  to  author  November  4,  1988. 

'Future  articles  will  review  the  subcommittee  on  the  coin,  as  it  was 
titled,  Ralph  Evans  and  his  exceptional  work  on  these  half  dollars,  and  sales 
of  the  half  dollars  in  1946  and  1947. 

5 Ralph  Evans,  letter,  January  18,  1947.  Mr.  Evans  maintained  extremely 
complete  and  organized  files  and  records,  often  having  letters  duplicated  in 
multiple  files. 

‘ibid.,  letter,  January  29,  1947. 
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I n  fact,  it  is  not  clear  in  the  records  where  these  halves  were  stored  during 
this  time.  The  implication  is  the  vault  of  the  State  Treasurer's  Office, 
second  floor,  in  the  State  Capitol  building. 

The  first  serious  correspondence  on  the  preservation  method  was  a  letter 
by  Ralph  Evans  dated  November  20,  1947 — note  the  hiatus  from  his  previous  let¬ 
ters — to  Edwin  H.  Dressel ,  Superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  "is  there 
some  process  of  lacquering,  white  shellack  or  otherwise,  which  will  serve  to 
protect  the  coins  from  discoloration  over  a  long  period  of  years?"’ 

Mr.  Dressel  replied  in  his  November  25,  1947  letter  and  suggested 
"...that  the  coins  be  lacquered  either  by  spraying  or  dipping  in  a  transparent 
lacquer  and  then,  if  possible,  placed  in  some  form  of  plastic  case  which  can 
be  sealed  to  keep  out  all  moisture."* 

This  matter  remained  much  the  same  over  the  next  several  months,  appar¬ 
ently  caused  by  the  committee  no  longer  being  intact  nor  empowered  and,  maybe 
more  importantly,  to  Governor  Blue's  preoccupation  with  his  executive  duties 
and  a  bitter  reelection  campaign  in  1948,  as  reviewed  in  an  earlier  article  in 
this  series,  "Gentlemen,  I  Am  Your  Guest,"  April  1989,  PCNS  Journal.  The 
records  imply  that  Governor  Blue,  maybe  due  to  his  indifference  or  his  seri¬ 
ousness  in  doing  what  was  best  and  not  to  be  rushed,  took  his  time  deciding 
the  provisions  of  his  planned  action  of  preserving  these  halves. 

Ralph  Evans  over  these  months  continued  to  write  and  concern  himself 
with  this  matter.  He,  as  noted,  corresponded  with  fellow  members  of  the  now- 
defunct  committee,  particularly  Edith  McElroy,  who  had  been  the  centennial 
committee's  executive  secretary,  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  State  Treasurer  John 
Grimes,  Governor  Blue,  and  even  the  Egyptian  Lacquer  Manufacturing  Company  of 
South  Kearny,  New  Jersey,  which  answered  that  they  could  supply  lacquer  only 
in  five-gallon  minimums . 

Possibly  in  desperation  due  to  the  lack  of  action,  Mr.  Evans  even  ex¬ 
plored  having  the  halves  "electro-plated  with  rhodium,"’  which  was  not  pur¬ 
sued.  Eventually  Governor  Blue  acted  on  his  foundation.  Exactly  two  years 
after  these  halves  had  been  minted,  the  1,000  halves  were  at  last  carefully 
preserved . 

In  the  papers  of  the  late  Ralph  Evans,  both  in  his  handwriting  and 
typed,  was  a  statement,  planned  to  be  part  of  the  permanent  record.  This 
statement,  dated  November  3,  1948,  reads  as  follows: 

Coins  were  removed  from  bags  and  individually  cleaned  by 
wiping  with  Jewelers  Solvyt — a  cloth  designed  and  used  for  brief 
polishing  of  silver  and  other  fine  jewelry.  Coins  were  then  laid 
out  on  covered  trays  in  rows  of  between  50  and  100  to  a  tray.  The 
coins  were  then  sprayed  with  EGYPTIAN  INDUSTRIAL  LACQUER  (a  clear 


’ Ibid . .  letter,  November  20,  1947. 

'Edwin  H.  Dressel,  letter,  November  25,  1947. 

’Ralph  Evans,  letter  to  Charles  Barber,  Deputy  State  Treasurer,  May  4, 
1948.  In  a  letter  of  September  18,  1948,  Harold  Bittle,  owner  of  Master 

Craftsmen  Jewelers,  quoted  Ralph  Evans  a  cost  of  $1.10  a  coin  and  also  that 
permission  in  writing  from  the  United  States  Treasury  would  be  required.  Note 
the  hiatus  in  dates  of  the  letters. 
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liquid  of  Nitro  CeJlulose)  which,  when  dry,  forms  a  hard  transpa 
ent  film  over  the  metal.  Care  was  used  in  seeing  that  alJ  edges 
were  covered  b>  the  lacquer  as  well  as  front  and  reverse  side, 
few  coins  were  found  to  be  slightly  discolored  (oxidized)  before 
wiping.  Such  coins  were  cleaned  by  dipping  in  cyanide,  then 
washed  and  brushed,  then  lacquered.  Each  coin  was  then  wrapped 
individually  in  Jewelers  tissue  and  put  in  Plastic  Boxes,  250 
coins  to  a  box.  (NOTE  —  If  at  any  time  it  is  desired  to  remove 
lacquer,  coins  may  be  placed  in  pan  of  water  and  boiled  for  5  to 
15  minutes,  then  wiped  and  brushed  lightly.  If  coins  should  be¬ 
come  discolored  after  lacquer  is  removed,  such  coins  may  be 
cleaned  with  good  grade  of  silver  cream  or  polish.) 


r 

A 


The  lacquering  was  done  by  Bittle 's  Master  Craftsmen  Jewelers  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa.  In  a  letter  dated  November  13,  1948,  Harold  Bittle,  owner, 
wrote  that  "...the  work  was  spread  out  over  several  days  time  with  Edith 
McElroy  and  Mr.  Barton  (sic)  [Charles  Barber  incorrectly  named;  Mr.  Barber  was 
the  Deputy  State  Treasurer]  in  attendance.  Just  so  many  coins  were  brought 
over  each  day  which  seemed  to  be  the  way  they  had  it  planned.  These  were 
completed,  wrapped  and  boxed  before  proceeding  with  others."10 


It  cost  $93.75  to  do  the  lacquering.  The  cost  was  deducted  from  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  earlier  half  dollar  sales.  State  Treasurer  Grimes  paid  Master 
Craftsmen  Jewelers'  invoice  via  a  counter  check  on  the  Central  National  Bank 
and  Trust  Company.  The  State  Treasurer's  Office  still  has  this  canceled 
check . 


Edith  McElroy,  who,  as  noted  previously,  was  the  executive  secretary  of 
the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  stated  in  a  November  4,  1948  letter  to  Ralph 
Evans  that  she  "...wrapped  every  coin  myself,  so  I  know  they  are  there.  We 
checked  them  over  t ime-and-again  and  the  number  is  absolutely  okay."11 

In  this  same  letter  she  describes  in  detail  the  plastic  boxes  used  in 
storing  the  halves.' 

The  coins  are  all  lacquered  and  back  safely  at  the  state- 
house  [Capitol  Building]  in  the  Treasury.  Master  Craftsmen  has 
some  little  plastic  boxes  which  I  discovered  them  using  for  sort 
of  gadget  boxes.  They  had  little  sections  in  them,  18  in  all, 
each  just  large  enough  to  hold  14  coins  when  wrapped  in  a  single 
thickness  of  the  tissue  paper.  Thus  each  box  held  250  by  packing 
14  in  16  compartments,  and  13  in  the  remaining  two.  The  compart¬ 
ments  were  just  the  necessary  height.  I  packed  them  in  four 
boxes,  tied  the  lids  down  firmly  and  returned  them  in  that  way. 

These  boxes  could  be  fastened  together,  wired  with  a  flexible 
copper  wire  and  the  ends  sealed  with  the  Great  Seal  of  Iowa  or  the 
Treasurer's  Seal,  and  stored  in  that  way.  The  boxes  are  white  and 
it  is  easy  to  see  thru  them,  in  fact,  I  think  the  number  could  be 
counted  without  ever  opening  the  boxes.12 


10  Harold  Bittle,  letter  to  Ralph  Evans,  November  13,  1948. 
“Edith  McElroy,  letter,  November  4,  1948. 

“ Ibid. 
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When  on  June  2  5 .  1990,  the  four  boxes  were  examined,  and  two  boxes 

opened,  those  marked  for  1996,  the  halves  were  found  exactly  as  Ms.  McF.lroy 
described.  The  halves  were  individually  wrapped,  not  in  rolls  as  incorrectly 
reported  in  a  previous  article,  and  so  tightly  packed  that  if  a  box  was  turned 
upside  down,  the  coins  would  not  fall  out. 

On  November  19,  1948,  at  10  a.m.  in  a  publicized  event,  these  halves 
were  secured  in  a  small  safe-deposit  box,  described  as  "a  special  vault," 
within  the  basement  vault  of  the  Iowa-Des  Moines  National  Bank.  The  original 
vault  was  numbered  #26  and  called  a  "vault  chest"  and  had  a  combination  lock. 
The  Iowa  Bankers  Association  requested  that,  since  it  contributed  so  much  to 
the  sales  of  the  halves,  a  copy  of  its  Proceeding  of  the  Sixty-First  Annual 
Convention  1947,  which  included  records  on  the  sales,  also  be  stored  in  this 
same  vault.  This  was  done. 

The  halves  were  relocated  some  years  ago  to  the  Norwest  Bank-Iowa  into 
Safe-deposit  Box  #3452  which  seems  to  have  been  made  out  of  four  or  so  smaller 
safe-deposit  boxes'  sections  so  as  to  accommodate  the  space  for  the  halves, 
records,  and  The  Iowa  Award  medals.  A  total  of  ten  medals,  each  in  its  own 
presentation  box,  are  stored.  This  safe-deposit  box  measures  24"  deep, 

21-1/2"  wide,  and  20-1/4"  high.  The  individual  plastic  boxes  are  8-3/8"  long, 
1-1/4"  thick  and  4-1/4"  wide  and  hinged  with  a  top  lid.  In  reality,  these 
four  plastic  boxes  remind  one  of  fishing  tackle  or  a  small  parts  box.  These 
four  plastic  boxes  are  stored  in  a  larger  metal  cash-type  box.  This  metal  box 
cost  the  state  $2.75,  per  Koch  Brothers,  local  Des  Moines  stationers,  Invoice 
#0105725,  dated  November  18,  1948. 

Now  that  the  storage  and  security  have  been  reviewed,  the  next  issue  is 
how  good  a  preservation  method  of  Egyptian  lacquer  has  proven  to  be. 

First,  Egyptian  lacquer  "...is  a  water-thin,  clear  formula  used  by  most 
world  museums..."  and  is  transparent.13  This  method  has  been  used  in  the 
past  but  rarely  is  applied  today. 

Second,  the  universal  opinion  of  all  those  gathered  on  June  25,  1990,  as 
reported  in  the  last  article,  "Des  Moines  Day  in  Numismatic  History,"  October 
1990,  PCNS  Journal,  was  astonishment  as  to  the  quality  of  these  halves. 

Bob  Rozycki ,  Sycamore  Coin  Gallery,  stated,  "...the  strike,  lustre,  and 
appearance  of  these  coins  would  all  grade  MS65  to  MS67."n 

Al  Hurry,  Jubilee  Coins,  concurs,  "Although  this  series  tends  to  be 
exceptional  by  nature,  these  coins  exhibit  absolutely  the  finest  strike,  lus¬ 
tre,  knockout  eye  appeal  imaginable....  The  coins,  as  viewed,  all  exhibited 
full  or  nearly-full  strike,  white  creamy  lustre  and  brilliance,  with  virtually 
no  bagmarks.  In  my  opinion,  virtually  all  of  the  coins  grade  MS65,  with  many 
grading  MS67  .  "IS 


Donald  and  Helen  Carmody,  Letters  to  The  Editor,  Coin  World,  August  22, 

1990. 

‘Bob  Rozycki,  letter  to  author,  September  13,  1990. 

Al  Hurry,  letter  to  author,  August  21,  1990. 


Donald  and  Helen  Carmody ,  well-known  commemorative  coinage  specialists, 
pronounced  these  halves  were  the  ...best  of  the  best  with  at  least  ninety 
percent  grading  MS65  or  better  and  those  not  much  less  than  MS63...."14 

The  author,  who  was  part  of  the  event  on  June  25,  1990,  was  simply 
shocked  at  the  brilliance,  clearness,  and  sharpness  of  these  halves.  Although 
no  evidence  substantiates,  the  conclusion  is  that  these  halves  had  been  hand- 
selected  and  chosen  out  of  the  original  shipped  mintage  of  100,000. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  article  would  provide  a  historical  background  on 
the  storage  and  preservation  which,  in  addition  to  its  numismatic  importance, 
is  very  important  to  the  State  of  Iowa  as  it  seeks  to  dispose  of,  for  a  sub¬ 
stantial  profit,  500  halves  in  1996,  if  not  sooner.  Potential  buyers  may  be 
assured  as  to  the  quality  and  pedigree  of  these  halves  and  of  those  still 
wrapped  and  secured  until  the  year  2046. 17 

In  closing,  the  author  had  difficulty  writing  an  ending  to  this  article. 
The  words  of  the  late  Frank  Warner,  who  was  Secretary  of  the  Iowa  Bankers 
Association  at  that  time,  in  an  April  3,  1947  letter  to  Ralph  Evans  best  ex¬ 
plains  the  author's  thoughts,  for  it  reflects  what  was  intended  by  those  who 
so  carefully  sought  to  preserve  and  secure  these  halves  for  50  and  100  years. 
"It  will  show  the  good  people... how  earnest  all  of  the  members  of  the  Iowa 
Centennial  Committee  from  Governor  Blue  down  were  in  doing  a  good  job  for  ob¬ 
serving  Iowa's  first  centennial,  and  a  job  that  it  goes  without  saying  the 
rank  and  file  of  all  Iowans  are  justly  proud. 
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14  Donald  and  Helen  Carmody,  memo  to  author,  August  13,  1990. 

17  The  2046-year  hoard  was  not  opened  nor  removed  from  the  safe-deposit  box. 
The  halves,  when  sold,  will  include  appropriate  documentation. 

“Frank  Warner,  letter  to  Ralph  Evans,  April  3,  1947.  Mr.  Warner  was  in 

active  communication  with  Ralph  Evans  and  directed  much  of  the  Iowa  Bankers 
Association  generous  efforts  in  both  sales  of  the  half  dollars  and  later  the 
preservation  of  the  Iowa  hoard.  It  was  his  suggestion  that  records  of  the 
association  be  included  in  the  safe-deposit  box,  much  to  the  pleasure  and 
appreciation  of  this  author. 
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NOW  THE  NEWS 
FOR  WHICH 

WE  HAVE  ALL  BEEN  WAITING.  .  . 
FROM  DES  MOINES ,  IOWA 


A  A  /V 
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IOWA  CENTENNIAL  COMMEMORATIVE 
COIN  SALE  PROCEDURES 


We  have  just  received  word  directly  from 
Iowa's  Deputy  State  Treasurer,  Steven  F.  Miller, 
that  the  Iowa  Centennial  Memorial  Foundation  has 
announced  the  process  for  ordering  specimens  of  the 
1996  hoard,  about  which  members  of  the  Society  have 
shown  great  interest.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  we 
excerpt  the  following  sections  of  a  letter  to  the 
editor  from  Donald  Carmody,  which  appeared  in  the 
May  12,  1992,  edition  of  Numismatic  News: 

"...these  are  not  just  any  Iowa  commems . 

Their  illustrious  history  has  been  well  documented 
in  the  numismatic  press  since  July  1990. 

"...they  are  the  top  1  percent  of  the  entire 
mintage  of  the  1946  issue. 

"The  one  [1996  hoard]  being  recently  publicized  will  be  sold  to  benefit 
the  state's  150th  anniversary  celebration  and  to  provide  scholarships  and 
grants  to  needy  Iowan  students  (as  well  as  the  prestigious  Iowa  Award).  These 
practices  have  continued  since  1949  and  have  been  funded  by  the  proceeds  from 
the  sales  of  Iowa  half  dollars  and  the  establishment  of  the  Iowa  Statehood 
Memorial  Foundation,  a  non-profit  corporation  and  the  official  custodian  of 
the  coins,  which  has  raised  approximately  $200,000  since  its  inception. 

"These  are  handpicked  specimens,  preserved  by  archival  standards,  and 
sealed  for  release  to  benefit  only  the  most  worthy  of  causes." 

"How  many  collectors  are  in  the  position  to  say  that  they  have  in  their 
possession  a  non-modern  commemorative  coin  that  has  never  been  owned  by  any 
other  individual?" 

Suffice  to  say,  any  detractor  who  expounds  that  this  is  not  a  unique 
opportunity  for  serious  commemorative  enthusiasts  either  has  not  seen  the 
specimens  displayed  at  recent  major  coin  shows  or  has  no  understanding  of  the 
pride  of  ownership  that  is  inherent  in  the  hearts  of  all  true  collectors. 

We  are  delighted  that  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  has  been 
a  part  of  this  historic  numismatic  happening.  Michael  S.  Turrini  should  be 
very  much  gratified  with  his  major  accomplishment  of  detailing  the  history  of 
the  Iowa  statehood  centennial  commemorative  half  dollar  to  the  extent  he  has 
now  completed  thirteen  parts  to  his  series  of  articles.  His  major  contribu¬ 
tion,  however,  is  that  he  has  shared  his  findings  and  made  the  numismatic 
world  aware  of  the  most  minute  facts  regarding  the  coin's  inception,  minting, 
and  marketing  as  well  as  the  legacy  left  behind  by  Governor  Robert  D.  Blue  for 
the  benefit  of  the  residents  of  Iowa. 

During  conventions  we  have  been  asked  time  and  again  what  method  of 
disposal  the  Iowa  Centennial  Memorial  Foundation  would  choose  to  distribute 
these  pieces  of  history.  Even  when  Governor  N.  A.  Erbe  and  Deputy  Treasurer 
Steven  F.  Miller  visited  our  February  Long  Beach  meeting,  the  decision  had  not 
been  made.  We  are  honored  that  the  ICMF  and  the  members  of  the  Treasurer's 


Helen  Carmody  hold¬ 
ing  Iowa  specimen; 
photo  courtesy  of 
Numismatic  News 
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Office  in  Des  Moines  regard  our  organization  so  highly,  and  we  hope  that  each 
and  every  member  desiring  a  coin  from  the  1996  hoard  will  be  fortunate  enough 
to  obtain  one  by  adhering  to  the  following  steps: 

*  *  * 

1.  An  individual  must  pay  US$500  (+  US$10  postage  &  handling)  for  one 
(1)  encapsulated  Centennial  Commemorative  Half  Dollar. 

NOTE:  400  Centennial  Commemorative  Half  Dollars  are  for  sale,  and 
100  are  being  reserved  for  sale  to  Iowans.  ($500  minimum  price  applies.)  The 
plans  for  the  coin  sale  to  Iowans  will  be  announced  at  a  later  date. 

2.  An  order  for  a  coin  will  be  accepted  by  the  ICMF  if  received  be¬ 
fore  October  1,  1992.  One  order  for  one  coin  per  envelope.  An  order  shall  be 
mailed  to: 


Sesqui centenni al  Coin  Sale 
Michael  Fitzgerald,  Treasurer 
State  Capitol,  First.  Floor 
Des  Moines,  IA  50319-0005 

3.  The  order  must  be  accompanied  by  a  U.S.  postal  money  order  or  a 
cashier's  check  in  the  amount  of  US$510  (includes  $10  for  postage  &  handling) 
made  payable  to  the  Iowa  Centennial  Memorial  Foundation. 

4.  An  order  received  without  payment  will  not  be  processed. 

5.  An  order  must  be  legible  and  must  include  a  note  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  information: 

(a)  Printed  name,  address,  and  zip  code  of  the  purchaser; 

(b)  Signature  of  the  purchaser; 

(c)  Date  of  the  order. 

6.  If  the  number  of  orders  exceeds  400,  a  drawing  will  be  conducted 
on  October  1,  1992  to  determine  the  successful  orders.  Under  such  circum¬ 
stances  the  unsuccessful  purchasers'  checks  will  be  returned  in  the  following 
30  days . 


7.  The  successful  purchasers  will  be  notified,  and  the  coins  distrib¬ 
uted  by  registered  mail. 

8.  The  right  is  reserved  to  reject  any  and  all  bids. 

If  you  have  any  further  questions  regarding  the  sale  of  these  coins, 
please  contact  (515)  281-5369.  A  similar  announcement  will  be  appearing  in 
major  numismatic  newspapers  and  magazines,  so  you  should  act  immediately. 

We  wish  the  state  of  Iowa  every  success  in  achieving  its  goal  in  selling 
the  commemorative  half  dollars.  Every  individual  involved  in  this  project  has 
worked  very  hard  to  assure  that  collectors  were  fairly  treated  and  that  non¬ 
residents  and  residents  alike  were  afforded  equal  opportunities  to  acquire  a 
specimen.  The  members  of  the  Foundation  publicly  requested  input  from  the 
numismatic  community  and  considered  each  and  every  response  they  received. 

They  are  to  be  congratulated  for  their  dedication  of  purpose  and  the  ethical 
manner  in  which  they  have  conducted  themselves. 
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*  LETTERS  FROM  THE  OFFICERS  *  *  *  *  * 


The  TraiJ  usually  includes  letters  to  the  editor  with  appropriate  re¬ 
plies.  We  thought  you  might  enjoy  seeing  letters  from  the  officers,  who  also 
respond  to  your  queries.  We  are  taking  the  liberty  of  excerpting  portions  of 
just  two  examples,  as  we  believe  similar  questions  may  have  occurred  to  you. 
This  way  we  will  have  saved  you  the  time  and  effort  to  correspond  with  us,  and 
you  will  have  the  information  in  which  you  are  interested. 


•J. 

A 


/\ 


.1. 


A 


Sirs  : 


I  sent  you  a  $15.00  check  to  join  the  Society  for  U.S.  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  on  Oct  5,  1991. 

1  have  been  waiting  for  a  reply  telling  me  that  you  got  my 
check.  Up  to  now.  I  have  not  received  anything .  a  copy  of  The 
Commemorative  Trail,  your  newsletter,  or  otherwise. 

Please  respond,  as  I  do  want  to  get  your  info. 

Thanks . 

(signed)  David  T.  Jokinen 

This  letter  was  not  received  until  April  17th,  as  it  was  sent 
(through  no  fault  of  Mr.  Jokinen's)  to  our  corporate  address  in¬ 
stead  of  the  Society's  mailing  address.  After  communicating  with 
him  regarding  the  situation  and  processing  his  application  and 
payment,  an  issue  of  the  Fall/Winter  double  issue  was  sent  to  him 
by  our  treasurer,  Barbara  L.  Garofalo,  who  maintains  whatever 
extra  copies  of  our  journal  we  have  in  stock. 

In  the  mail  last  month  was  another  letter  from  Mr.  Jokinen: 

Dear  Jane  or  Helen: 

I  am  a  new  member  who  sent  in  dues  about  Sept.  91.  However, 
because  of  my  mail  getting  lost  for  several  months  I  never  re¬ 
ceived  a  1991  or  1992  issue  until  I  was  sent  the  Fall/Winter  issue 
a  few  weeks  ago. 

I  thought  I  would  get  more  than  one  issue  for  1991-1992 
before  having  to  pay  dues  for  1992-1993. 

Since  there  are  4  issues  a  year  and  I  only  got  one  could  you 
pro-rate  the  3  issues  I  never  received  toward  1992-1993? 

I  want  to  continue  membership  but  feel  cheated  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  . 


Thanks . 


(signed)  Dave  Jokinen  (R-2084,  CO) 
We  replied  a  week  later  as  follows: 
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Dear  Mr.  Jokinon; 

I  received  your  letter  dated  June  12,  1992,  and  am  sorry  for 
not  responding  sooner.  However,  my  husband  has  been  quite  ill;  I 
just  recovered  f rom  a  bout  with  pneumonia;  and,  additionally,  I 
attend  school  during  the  week — not  arriving  home  until  sometime 
after  7  p.m.,  leaving  me  little,  if  any,  time  to  reply  to  corre¬ 
spondence  until  the  weekend. 

The  other  officers  and  I  certainly  do  not  want  you  to  feel 
"cheated"  by  having  received  only  one  issue  for  our  1991-92  club 
year.  Perhaps  further  explanation  is  in  order.  The  Fall/Winter 
issue  was  86  pages  and  was  a  double  issue  [indicated  in  my  previ¬ 
ous  letter],  as  marked  on  the  front  cover.  You  are  still  entitled 
to  two  more  issues  before  your  1992-93  dues  are  actually  payable. 
It  was  our  secretary's  intention  to  save  the  Society  postage  ex¬ 
pense  by  including  an  early  renewal  notice  when  she  transmitted 
membership  cards.  You  are  certainly  under  no  obligation  to  remit 
payment  prior  to  receipt  of  all  issues  to  which  you  are  entitled. 


As  a  matter  of  fact,  our  editor  is  currently  compiling  the 
next  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail,  which  may  again  be  a  double 
issue  if  the  material  fits  better  into  that  format.  However,  if 
it  is,  it  will  clearly  be  so  marked.  Frankly,  yours  is  the  first 
complaint  received  about  the  early  remittance  of  dues,  as  most 
people  are  aware  that  we  are  volunteer,  unpaid  workers,  who  per¬ 
form  our  services  because  we  want  to  share  our  expertise  and  love 
for  commemorative  coins.  By  members'  paying  dues  prior  to  August, 
our  secretary's  workload  will  be  greatly  lessened  in  mailing  out 
1993  cards.  As  she  has  many  other  duties,  it  is  to  our  advantage 
to  make  at  least  one  area  of  her  responsibilities  less  burdensome. 


Frankly,  Mr.  Jokinen,  our  members  realize  that  there  would 
be  no  Society  if  it  were  not  for  generous  donations  and  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  officers  absorb  a  great  deal ,  if  not  all,  of 
their  expenses  relating  to  their  respective  positions.  We  are  a 
nonprofit,  educational  organization  and  refuse  even  to  include  any 
advertising  in  our  journal  in  order  to  adhere  to  our  strict  guide¬ 
lines  of  promoting  knowledge  of  our  favorite  numismatic  series  by 
providing  the  best  of  informative  and  entertaining  articles,  col¬ 
umns,  and  features. 

This  past  week  alone  over  120  members  sent  in  their  1993 
dues — both  long-time  and  relatively  new  members  from  all  across 
the  country.  Perhaps  you  should  wait  until  you  receive  the  next 
issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail.  If  at  that  time  you  do  not 
agree  that  we  have  delivered  the  "best  bargain  in  numismatics," 
you  may  simply  choose  not  to  renew.  You  will  receive  your  money's 
worth.  Only  you  can  decide  whether  it  is  worth  your  while  to 
spend  your  time  and  $20  per  year  to  become  more  knowledgeable  with 
respect  to  commemorative  coins.  I  certainly  hope  by  then  you  will 
feel  that  our  journal  is  a  "must"  to  be  included  with  your  numis¬ 
matic  references. 

Furthermore,  Society  membership  has  resulted  in  other  perks. 
This  past  year  Dave  Bowers  gave  our  members  a  special,  prepublica¬ 
tion  discount  on  his  recent  Encyclopedia’,  Krause  Publications 
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offered  Numismatic  News  at  a  reduced  rate;  and  Superior  GaJleries 
sent  each  member  requesting  it  a  copy  of  their  auction  catalog  of 
the  Larr>  Shepherd  collection  free  of  charge  (that  alone  was  a  $35 
value).  We  also  hold  meetings  at  major  coin  shows  throughout  the 
country — all  free  to  our  members. 

I  do  hope  you  will  continue  to  be  a  supportive  member  of  the 
Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.  We  are  a  highly  respected 
organization  in  the  numismatic  community  because  we  value  each  and 
e ' e l  y  member  and  try  very  hard  to  accommodate  them  in  whatever  way 
we  possibly  can. 


(signed)  Helen  L.  Carmody 

*  -k  * 


Dear  Helen: 

Please  check  your  records  on  my  membership  dues.  My  new 
wallet  card  enclosed  states  paid  to:  08/93.  This  August  is  1992. 
Should  I  keep  your  enclosed  renewal  form  to  next  June  1993  and 
then  pay? 

Do  you  have  a  lifetime  membership?  Most  of  my  memberships 
are  lifetime.  If  you  have  lifetime  apply  my  $20  check  as  part  of 
it  and  invoice  for  the  remaining  cost  or  reissue  me  a  note  or  card 
to  read  Aug.  1994. 

Thanks . 


(signed)  Tom  M.  Mosiej  (R-1320,  TN) 

On  June  13  we  replied  as  follows: 

Dear  Tom: 

Please  excuse  the  delay  in  responding  to  your  letter  dated 
6/3/92.  It  arrived  while  Don  and  I  were  staying  in  Long  Beach  for 
five  days  participating  in  the  Long  Beach  Expo.  The  show  was  very 
busy,  as  our  table  is  used  as  a  meeting  place  for  Society  members. 
By  the  time  the  bourse  activity,  meetings,  etc.,  were  finished, 
both  of  us  were  totally  exhausted. 

In  any  event,  I've  been  overwhelmed  with  trying  to  keep  up 
with  all  the  correspondence  that  has  been  coming  in,  but  I  wanted 
to  respond  as  quickly  as  possible  to  your  inquiry.  Right  now  you 
have  paid  your  Society  dues  through  August  1993.  Jane  Benson,  our 
secretary,  can  either  apply  your  Check  No.  1660,  which  I  will  hold 
until  I  hear  from  you,  to  your  1994  dues,  or  both  the  1993  payment 
and  the  subject  check  (total-$40)  can  be  applied  to  a  life  member¬ 
ship. 

Life  memberships  are  $350,  and  our  procedures  are  similar  to 
other  organizations,  as  you  would  never  have  to  pay  annual  dues 
again  and  would  receive  all  the  benefits  of  membership  for  the 
length  of  your  life.  In  my  opinion,  we  have  the  nicest  permanent 
cards  of  any  club:  gold-colored  metal  engraved  with  the  Society 
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logo  (the  Oregon  Trail)  and  appropriate  lettering  with  the  mem¬ 
ber  s  name  and  life  membership  number.  [If  you  elect  life  member¬ 
ship.  I  believe  your  number  would  be  LM-033.] 

You  may  be  interested  to  know  how  the  cost  of  life  member¬ 
ship  was  determined.  After  the  Society  was  formed,  members  began 
to  ask  whether  we  would  have  that  category  membership.  The  offi¬ 
cers  evaluated  suggested  amounts  they  estimated  would  be  fair  and 
also  those  from  interested  members.  The  final  figure  was  decided 
upon  as  a  result  of  determining  the  median  age  of  the  membership 
times  the  amount  of  yearly  dues  at  the  time  (either  $12.50  or 
$15.00).  Frank  DuVal 1  did  the  most  thorough  computations,  and  the 
result  turned  out  to  be  in  excess  of  $400.  The  officers  realized 
that  amount  would  be  somewhat  of  a  financial  strain  on  most  mem¬ 
bers  and  finally  compromised  on  $350.  With  the  content  and 
quality  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  and  the  fact  we  do  not  want  or 
permit  advertising  (which,  of  course,  would  greatly  offset  its 
cost),  we  felt  that  $350  was  justified.  Frankly,  the  sum  might  be 
high  for  anyone  over  55  years  of  age,  but  we  had  to  consider  the 
entire  membership  in  our  decision  with  respect  to  dues  as  we  must 
in  all  matters  concerning  the  Society.  Needless  to  say,  I  don't 
know  your  age  nor  your  financial  situation,  but  you  make  the  deci¬ 
sion,  and  we  will  follow  your  wishes. 

I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  and  wish  to  thank  you 
very  much  for  your  continuing  and  earnest  support  of  our  Society's 
activities . 

Warmest  best  wishes. 

(signed)  Helen  L.  Carmody 

Mr.  Mosiej  responded  as  quickly  as  the  U.  S.  Postal  Service  al¬ 
lows  : 

Dear  Helen: 

After  I  received  your  letter  of  June  13,  92  and  since  I  am 
over  63,  being  born  the  same  year  as  Mickey  Mouse,  I  am  going  to 
take  your  suggestion  and  stay  with  yearly  dues.  So  am  I  paid  up 
to  August  1994?  I  like  to  stay  up  to  date  on  my  dues  because  your 
club  with  members  like  you  to  take  your  busy  time  to  write  a  two 
page  letter  is  great  to  a  member. 

For  your  information  there  is  one  thing  a  club  member  should 
have  and  I  got  one  "hardbound  purple  color  Q.  David  Bowers  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia  hand-signed  by  author,"  Copy  No.  213  of  900 
copies . 


It  may  be  an  interesting  article  some  day  down  the  road 
years  to  come  to  print  in  the  Trail  who  bought  these  900  copies 
and  what  number  are  they.  This  book  is  where  I  turn  to  if  I  want 
to  get  away  from  the  busy  daily  standard  rat  race.  As  an  archi¬ 
tect  I  get  tired  of  reading  specifications,  building  codes,  ADA 
Government  requirements,  etc. 

(signed)  Tom  M.  Mosiej  (R-1320,  TN) 
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The  response  to  the  foregoing  letter  was  in  the  mail  in  less  than 
a  week  after  its  receipt; 

Dear  Tom: 

I  truly  appreciated  all  the  nice  sentiments  you  expressed  in 
your  letter  dated  6/18/92  and  wanted  you  to  know  that  your  dues 
are  paid  until  August  of  1994. 

Q.  David  Bowers  Encyclopedia  is  certainly  a  masterful  work. 

1  had  the  pleasure  of  proofreading  it  for  Dave,  and  he  very  kindly 
sent  me  the  No.  1  copy.  No.  2  went  to  Ray  Merena ,  his  partner; 

Dave  kept  No.  3;  and  No.  4  he  presented  to  the  Society.  After 
that  I  am  not  really  sure  how  the  editions  were  distributed. 

However,  you  are  right  in  that  it  may  make  for  an  interesting 
article  one  day  for  The  Commemorative  Trail.  I  enjoy  the  history 
he  injected,  making  the  early  commemorative  coin  procedures  come 
to  life.  I  also  found  it  gratifying  that  he  cared  enough  to  in¬ 
clude  the  information  Don  and  I  supplied  him  regarding  original 
documentation . 

Well,  it's  time  to  get  back  to  numerous,  overdue  letters. 

My  desk  looks  as  though  someone  vandalized  it,  as  the  mail  has 
been  pouring  in.  It's  always  this  way  just  prior  to  the  ANA. 

Spending  so  much  time  at  school  has  set  back  my  usual  timely  re¬ 
plies,  but  I  hope  to  get  current  within  the  next  few  weeks.  Just 
when  it  appears  I  am  in  good  shape,  something  else  develops.  With 
all  the  Society  work  and  my  ANA  responsibilities,  I  have  very 
little  time  to  do  anything  else.  Frankly,  I  don't  see  much  of  a 
change  in  the  near  future,  as  no  one  has  stepped  forward  to  take 
over  the  Society's  offices.  We  had  hoped  that  collectors  would 
want  to  assume  the  reins  of  running  the  club  after  we  got  it 
started,  but,  unfortunately,  that  hasn't  been  the  case. 

It  would  be  great  if  you  can  make  it  to  Orlando  for  the  ANA 
Convention.  Needless  to  say,  we  want  to  be  at  the  Society  meet¬ 
ing,  and  I,  of  course,  have  my  ANA  meetings  as  well.  I  plan  to 
run  for  the  Board  in  the  next  election,  so  I  want  to  be  cognizant 
of  exactly  what  individuals  and  clubs  expect  from  their  ANA  mem¬ 
berships.  I  have  100  clubs  here  in  California  and  Hawaii,  but  1 
want  to  hear  from  other  areas  as  well. 

Both  Don  and  I  send  our  warmest  best  wishes  and  look  forward 
to  seeing  you  in  Orlando  if  your  schedule  permits. 

(signed)  Helen  L.  Carmody 
*  *  * 

Well,  that  should  give  you  some  idea  of  how  we  spend  our  time  involved 
in  Society  work — not  to  mention  putting  the  journal  together  and  scheduling 
meetings.  Now  here  is  where  YOU  come  in.  We  always  want  new  articles  for  The 
Commemorative  Trail',  we  always  need  speakers  for  our  meetings  throughout  the 
country.  Basically  what  we  hope  to  achieve  is  more  active  participation  on 
the  part  of  the  membership.  It  would  be  very  gratifying  to  learn  what  someone 
else  has  to  think  for  a  change;  surely  since  1983  a  number  of  you  must  feel 
you  have  something  to  share  with  your  fel low  members.  Let  us  hear  from  you. 


103 


>\  £  £  "k 


FUTURE  U.S.  COINAGE:  A  VIEW  FROM  THE  TOP  *  *  *  *  * 


Oti  Saturday  morning,  February  8,  1992,  the  Society  was  honored  to  have 
as  its  guest  speaker  the  Honorable  Esteban  E.  Torres,  member  of  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  (D~34th,  CA)  and  Chairman,  House  Consumer  Affairs  &  Coinage 
Subcoimu t tee .  An  advocate  for  coinage  redesign,  Mr.  Torres  was  to  discuss  his 
role  as  chairman  of  the  subcommittee,  his  thoughts  on  the  relationship  between 
the  numismatic  community  and  the  U.S.  Mint  and  his  vision  for  the  future,  his 
ideas  on  existing  and  future  U.S.  commemorative  programs,  and  how  the  numis¬ 
matic  community  could  assist  him  and  what  information  he  needs  to  continue  his 
efforts  to  improve  the  products  and  marketing  of  the  U.S.  Mint. 

Mr.  Torres  appeared  as  a  result  of  the  efforts  and  cooperation  of  Diane 
Piret  (R-0413,  LA)  of  ICTA,  who  realized  our  meetings  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo — 
with  their  strong  at tendance -- would  be  the  ideal  vehicle  for  the  Congressman 
to  meet  the  numismatic  community  and  establish  a  rapport  with  collectors  whose 
acceptance  of  coin  programs  will  ultimately  mean  their  success  or  failure. 

The  audience  included  many  local  members  of  our  Society;  presidents  and  other 
officers  of  local  coin  clubs;  representatives  from  the  national  and  area  nu¬ 
mismatic  periodicals;  the  executive  director  of  the  American  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Robert  J.  Leuver ;  several  members  of  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors;  the 
president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Ronald  J.  Gillio;  the  incom¬ 
ing  president  of  Women  in  Numismatics,  Mary  Sauvain;  and  many  other  luminaries 
from  the  numismatic  hobby  and  the  coin  and  bullion  industry.  [David  Lisot 
(R-0336,  CO)  recorded  the  proceedings,  and  the  tape  is  available  for  sale 
through  Advision,  3100  Arrowwood  Lane,  Boulder,  CO  80303.  A  copy  may  be  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  Society  at  a  cost  of  round-trip  postage  by  contacting  Leslie  D. 
Watson  at  18627  Brookhurst,  #396,  Fountain  Valley,  CA  92708-2666.] 

Congressman  Torres  opened  his  talk  by  saying  it  was  a  great  honor  and 
distinct  pleasure  to  address  the  Society  and  specifically  acknowledged  the 
presence  of  former  Governor  of  Iowa,  N.  A.  Erbe  (1961-1963);  Governor  Erbe's 
granddaughter,  Justine;  and  Iowa's  Deputy  Treasurer,  Steven  F.  Miller;  who 
were  at  the  Expo  to  promote  the  Iowa  coin  sale.  Torres  said  he  had  already 
talked  during  the  past  year  with  members  of  the  numismatic  community,  but  this 
was  the  first  time  he  could  be  at  a  gathering  of  collectors,  such  as  our  Soci¬ 
ety  members,  and  was  interested  in  hearing  some  of  our  ideas  and  comments 
about  the  world  of  coins  to  gain  valuable  insight  into  the  important  nuances 
of  coinage.  Although  somewhat  of  an  admitted  novice,  he  said  he  expects  to 
learn  more  as  time  goes  by  and  add  to  what  he  has  already  acquired  through 
numismatic  publications  and  members  of  the  numismatic  community. 

Long  before  assuming  his  chairmanship,  he  has  always  been  involved  in 
the  world  of  art  and  was  educated  and  trained  as  an  art  historian.  This  gave 
him  a  deep  appreciation  for  the  subject  and  how  art  as  a  form  really  conveys 
the  culture  of  people — how  art  describes  the  history  of  nations  and  their 
political,  economic,  and  social  development — and  it  is  often  measured  in  peri¬ 
ods  of  time  by,  of  all  things,  coins.  Congressman  Torres,  while  serving  in 
Paris,  France,  as  U.S.  Ambassador  with  UNESCO,  was  able  to  work  with  some  of 
the  world's  renowned  artists  and  people  who  involved  themselves  in  culture. 

His  love  of  history,  art,  and  culture  have  helped  him  to  appreciate  coins  and 
the  importance  of  those  coins,  the  importance  of  medals,  the  importance  of 
design,  and  the  aesthetics  of  coins — not  to  speak  of  subjects  such  as  market¬ 
place  levels  and  marketing.  As  a  result  of  an  eloquent,  exquisite  tour  of  the 
Smithsonian  conducted  by  Curator  Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli ,  he  would  like  to  see 
enough  money  raised — either  by  the  people  or  the  Government — to  provide  a 
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prominent  setting  for  aJ 1  the  world  to  view  and  appreciate  the  coins  now 
stored  in  its  basement. 


Last  year  his  subcommittee  held  a  series  of  meetings  and  hearings  exam¬ 
ining  the  U.S.  Mint,  the  BEP ,  and  the  U.S.  Secret  Service  and  its  Counterfeit 
Division.  There  were  also  numerous  proposals  regarding  a  U.S.  $1  coin  and 
coinage  redesign  and  multiple  commemorative  proposals  for  Christopher  Colum¬ 
bus,  World  War  II,  Operation  Desert  Storm,  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance,  Fire 
Fighters,  James  Madison,  the  World  Soccer  Cup,  the  White  House,  the  Olympics, 
Vietnam  Veterans,  marine  wildlife  sanctuaries,  the  Civil  War,  the  University 
World  Games,  West  Point,  and  even  a  golf  association!  He  expects  an  equal 
number  of  proposals  to  be  introduced  this  year. 


Congressman  Torres  said  that  commemorative  coin  programs  have  captured 
the  imagination  of  many  organizations.  People,  as  well  as  his  colleagues, 
have  discovered  that  through  these  coins  one  can  raise  money  for  specific 
projects — some  good  and  some  bad — and  something  has  to  be  done  about  it.  In 
the  upcoming  session  he  plans  to  introduce  Mint  reform  legislation  that  will 
address  some  of  the  problems  with  the  commemorative  coin  program.  He  has  said 
on  numerous  occasions  there  should  be  only  one  commemorative  coin  program  per 
year.  [This  was  met  with  huge  applause.]  He  believes  Congress  should  steer 
away  from  this  large,  low-selling  commemorative  mania  that  is  taking  place 
today  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  in  the  Senate. 


Some  of  the  improvements  would  include  a  five-year  plan  submitted  by  the 
U.S.  Treasury  and  the  U.S.  Mint,  which  would  advise  Congress  on  marketable  and 
meritorious  events  to  be  commemorated.  The  plan  would  be  used  by  members  of 
the  Congress,  especially  those  on  the  coinage  subcommittee.  Legislation  would 
also  include  the  establishment  of  a  commemorative  coin  advisory  panel  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  numismatic  community,  drawing  from  people  across  the  country,  to 
provide  their  expertise  to  such  a  panel.  The  goal  of  the  panel  would  be  to 
advise  both  the  Mint  and  Congress  on  the  implementation  of  the  five-year  plan 
and  the  marketing  strategies  for  commemorat ives .  The  panel  would  also  play  an 
integral  role  in  the  design  process  and,  finally,  the  reform  bill  may  include 
the  Numismatic  Public  Enterprise  Fund,  creating  a  vehicle  through  which  the 
Mint  can  operate  and  manage  its  programs  in  a  more  businesslike  manner.  He 
has  serious  reservations  about  the  establishment  of  a  Public  Enterprise  Fund. 


He  feels  strongly  that  cost  accounting  procedures  should  be  instituted 
by  the  Mint  just  like  any  other  business.  It  is  important,  he  stressed,  for 
the  Mint  to  show  it  can  handle  a  quality  product  with  broad  appeal,  market  it, 
and  sell  it  at  a  fair  price.  He  believes  that  the  U.S.  Mint  is  not  charging  a 
reasonable  price,  is  not  doing  an  adequate  job  of  marketing,  and  is  doing  an 
abysmal  job  of  keeping  track  of  its  programs.  "We  need  more  accountability, 
plain  and  simple,"  he  emphasized.  The  Mint  should  begin  to  act  like  a  modern 
business  and  take  some  tips  from  the  USPS  in  promoting  its  product  and  encour¬ 
aging  interest  in  coin  collecting.  The  Mint  reform  bill  will  need  some  teeth 
to  get  things  moving  properly.  In  the  past,  he  indicated,  everything  that  was 
"new"  was  viewed  by  the  Mint  as  simply  work  and  a  burden.  He  said  he  would 
look  for  direction  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint  (when  one  is  appointed)  and 
to  bring  new  blood  into  the  Mint's  bureaucratic  mind  set. 

The  conclusion  of  Congressman  Torres'  talk  centered  on  the  fact  that  we 
must  move  into  new  territory.  We  must  work  to  reach  our  young  people  for  them 
to  understand  what  we  have  been  doing  for  a  long  time  and  the  meaning  of 
money,  not  just  for  the  value  but  all  the  other  things  that  coins  stand  for. 
what  is  intrinsic  in  those  coins — the  aspect  of  history  and  culture.  Addi 
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tionallv,  we  must  express  our  opinions  and  ideas  to  our  representatives  and 
isk  that  they  back  Mr.  Tot  res  in  his  efforts  to  reintroduce  his  package,  as  he 
needs  support  from  all  of  us.  Because  we  are  voters  and  have  a  certain  degree 
of  influence,  we  have  to  let  our  beliefs  be  known  so  that  Congressman  Torres 
can  return  with  them  to  Washington.  The  proliferation  of  coins  in  the  market¬ 
place  can  only  denigrate  them  and  reduce  their  value,  and  this  has  an  impact 
on  our  pocketbooks.  He  wants  to  move  ahead  in  a  forward  way,  in  a  futuristic 
way,  for  the  benefit  of  the  coin  collecting  world. 

The  audience  was  thoroughly  absorbed  in  every  word  coming  from  Congress¬ 
man  Torres.  A  spirited  quest ion-and-answer  session  followed,  with  Mr.  Torres 
fielding  questions  with  great  skill  and  an  amazing  amount  of  understanding 
despite  the  limited  time  he  has  held  his  position.  Similar  appearances  would 
no  doubt  instill  more  confidence  in  the  collecting  community  that  its  feelings 
are  being  considered  with  respect  to  our  coinage  and  that  it  has  a  strong 
advocate  and  leader  in  the  Congressman. 

Our  hope  is  that  we  again  have  the  opportunity  to  know  better  the  man 
whose  actions  will  have  such  a  great  influence  on  our  hobby .  His  no-holds- 
barred  approach  definitely  appealed  to  the  collectors  in  the  audience.  He 
welcomed  their  input  and  requested  they  advise  their  views  and  suggestions  to 
him  so  he  would  be  better  informed  when  making  decisions. 

We  are  certainly  indebted  to  Congressman  Torres  for  honoring  our  Society 
with  his  presence  at  our  February  Long  Beach  meeting.  To  Diane  Piret,  whose 
hard  work  and  dedication  to  the  hobby  and  our  organization  have  long  been 
recognized,  we  extend  our  most  sincere  gratitude. 

As  a  result  of  this  momentous  occasion  for  our  club,  our  editor  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  Congressman  Torres! 

The  Honorable  Esteban  E.  Torres 

The  United  States  House  of  Representatives 

8819  Whittier  Boulevard 

Pico  Rivera,  California  90660 

Dear  Mr.  Torres! 

On  behalf  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  I 
want  to  thank  you  for  addressing  our  Society's  meeting  at  the  Long 
Beach  Expo  on  February  8,  1992. 

I  think  everyone  present  enjoyed  your  talk,  the  lively  ques¬ 
tion  and  answer  period  which  followed  it,  and,  on  a  larger  scale, 
the  opportunity  to  meet  face  to  face  with  someone  who  is  inti¬ 
mately  involved  in  the  decision-making  processes  regarding  our  na¬ 
tion  s  coinage  programs.  In  making  your  strong  call  for  public 
input  into  these  processes,  you  certainly  convinced  me  of  your 
deep  and  abiding  faith  in  our  representative  form  of  government. 

You  ve  also  opened  the  door  to  future  dialogue  with  members  of  our 
Society,  individuals  who  have  a  very  strong  interest  in  commemora¬ 
tive  coinage  programs. 

As  editor  of  our  Society  journal,  The  Commemorative  Trail ,  I 
intend  to  encourage  our  readers  to  answer  your  call  by  communicat¬ 
ing  directly  with  you  regarding  their  concerns  and  ideas  about 
commemorative  coinage  programs.  The  spring  issue  of  the  Trail 


106 


wiJl  contain  a  detailed  report  on  our  Society  meeting  at  Long 
Beach  and  will  include  your  office  mailing  addresses  (both  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Pico  Rivera).  (Editor’s  Note:  address  in  California 
as  indicated  on  letter:  Washington  address  is  U.S.  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  1740  Longworth  Building,  Washington,  D.C.  20515. J  1 
also  want  to  extend  an  invitation  to  you  to  communicate  directly 
with  our  membership,  at  your  convenience,  via  the  pages  of  our 
journal . 


By  the^way,  T  checked  with  your  office  in  Washington,  DC, 
and  got  the  OK  to  sign  you  up  as  a  member  of  our  Society.  For 
the  record,  this  involves  merely  a  $20  donation  on  the  part  of  one 
of  our  Society  members — the  donation  going  to  our  Society  to  cover 
the  costs  of  sending  you  future  issues  of  the  Trail. 

I  think  everyone  in  attendance  at  our  Long  Beach  meeting 
enjoyed  your  good  sportsmanship  in  helping  to  get  the  public  ad¬ 
dress  system  working  properly  and  in  your  serving  as  the  foil 
during  the  video  and  audio  "adjustment"  period.  It  was  probably 
as  surprising  to  others  as  it  was  to  me  that  a  U.S.  Congressman 
arrived  early — most  folks  seem  to  expect  a  tardy  arrival  on  the 
part  of  our  political  leaders.  You've  certainly  upset  that  con¬ 
cept! 


When  you  finished  your  talk  and  opened  the  floor  to  ques¬ 
tions  and  answers,  I  was  especially  pleased  to  witness  the  inter¬ 
change  between  you  and  the  audience.  You  had  to  field  some  tough 
questions,  such  as,  "Why  should  coin  collectors  have  to  be  the 
only  hobby  group  in  our  country  to  pay  hobby-surcharges  to  the 
United  States  Government  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  national 
debt?"  Another  tough  question  (paraphrased  here)  asked  about  the 
fairness  of  the  dual  standards  set  by  the  Federal  Trade  Commission 
(FTC):  "How  can  the  FTC  require  higher  ethical  standards  of  ad¬ 

vertising  by  coin  dealers  than  it  tolerates  on  the  part  of  the 
U.S.  Mint?"  One  question  that  was  not  asked,  but  perhaps  should 
have  been,  is  "Why  is  it  that  the  U.S.  Secret  Service  has  largely 
ignored  its  responsibility  to  remove  counterfeit  commemorative 
coins  from  the  marketplace?"  [i'll  address  this  subject,  in  con¬ 
siderable  detail,  in  separate  correspondence.]  Another  unasked 
question  might  be  one  asking  why  the  Internal  Revenue  Service 
(IRS)  seemingly  has  the  power  to  supplant  the  laws  of  the  land 
with  rules  and  regulations  inconsistently  developed  locally. 

During  the  past  several  years,  IRS  regulations  have  been  unevenly, 
unfairly,  and  hurtful ly  applied  to  coin  and  bullion  dealers  across 
our  nation.  IRS  threats  have  so  scared  some  dealers  that  they 
have  quit  the  business,  or  have  moved  to  states  in  which  the  local 
IRS  office  does  not  require  a  magnetic  tape  report  costing  the 
dealer  $25  to  report  the  sale  of  a  ten-cent  piece  (say,  a  1964 
Roosevelt  silver  dime,  now  worth  thirty  or  forty  cents).  As  a 
people,  and  as  a  government,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  do  better  than 
this  . 


On  other  matters,  I  want  to  compliment  you  on  the  efficiency 
of  your  staff,  both  in  Washington,  DC,  and  in  Pico  Rivera,  CA.  I 
was  especially  happy  to  have  made  contact  with  Alyson  M.  Palmer, 
who  not  only  confirmed  your  attendance  plans  for  our  Society  meet¬ 
ing,  but  also  promptly  provided  the  photograph  which  you  so  kindly 
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autographed  at  Long  Beach  (that  photo  will  be  included  in  the  next 
issue  ol  our  journal).  Along  with  the  photo,  Alyson  also  sent  me 
your  biographical  data,  which  I  forwarded  immediately  (by  FedEx) 
to  Helen  L.  Carmody,  who  is  our  Society's  current  vice  president, 
so  that  she  could  prepare  her  introductory  remarks.  As  you  no 
doubt  noted,  Helen  L.  Carmody  is  a  tiny  lady  physically,  but  she 
is  also  a  recognized  giant  amongst  specialists  in  U.S.  commemora¬ 
tive  coins.  Helen  and  her  husband,  Don,  are  not  only  pillars  of 
our  Society;  they  are  also  known  nationally  for  their  expertise, 
honesty,  integrity,  knowledge,  and  fairness  in  matters  of  commemo¬ 
rative  coins  and  associated  memorabilia.  In  short,  Helen  and  Don 
Carmody  are  "givers,"  not  "takers,"  and  I  cannot  think  of  a  finer 
pair  of  human  beings  with  whom  you  or  your  committee  should  remain 
in  contact  regarding  commemorative  coinage  matters. 

In  closing,  I  want  to  thank  you  again  for  addressing  our 
Society  meeting  at  Long  Beach  and  to  assure  you  are  invited  to 
address  future  meetings  of  our  Society  or  to  address  our  member¬ 
ship  in  the  pages  of  our  journal. 

Sincerely, 


(signed)  Randall  Jack  Moore 
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SOCIETY 


MEETINGS 


Central  States  —  May 


The  Society's  meeting  was  held 
at  9  a.m.,  Saturday,  May  2nd,  at  the 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society's 
53rd  Anniversary  Convention  in  Min¬ 
neapolis.  Helen  and  Don  Carmody  gave 
a  slide  presentation,  which  was  com¬ 
piled  by  Mary  and  Jerry  Yahalom 
[please  see  reference  under  "Club 
News"  in  this  issue]. 

The  program  entitled  "Califor¬ 
nia  Commemorates"  focuses  on  com¬ 
memorative  coins  that  were  issued  to 
honor  events  in  the  Golden  State. 

Although  the  meeting  did  not  attract 
a  large  (12)  audience,  those  who  were 

there  were  warmly  receptive.  Could  anyone  from  Central  States  advise  why 
educational  talks  and  meetings  do  not  draw  more  people?  This  is  not  just  a 
problem  for  the  Society,  as  I  noted  poor  attendance  (1  to  11)  at  all  such 
functions.  We  do  have  a  good  representation  of  members  from  that  area. 


Long  Beach  Expo  —  June 


"Ask  the  Experts"  was  the  official  title  of 
the  June  Long  Beach  Expo,  but  the  meeting  might  more 
aptly  have  been  called  "The  Devil's  Advocate  Ques¬ 
tions  'Why  Do  You  Collect  Commems?'"  Ray  Mercer  (as 
usual!)  livened  up  the  session  and  drew  more  com¬ 
ments  than  ever  anticipated  from  those  in  atten¬ 
dance  . 


Joining  Ray  were  Helen  and  Don  Carmody  and  Anthony  Swiatek.  All  former 
presidents  of  the  Society,  the  panelists  told  anecdotes  of  recent  coin  show 
experiences — most  of  them  relating  to  grading  situations.  Ray  said  he  be¬ 
lieves  there  are  only  three  levels  of  Mint  State  and  that  encapsulation  has 
taken  most  of  the  pleasing  specimens  of  raw  coins  from  the  bourse;  very  few 
appear  at  shows.  Don  Carmody  stressed,  however,  that  it  is  possible  to  locate 
them,'  patience  is  the  key  word  when  searching  for  such  pieces.  Anthony 
Swiatek  related  conversations  he  had  with  another  dealer  regarding  commems  he 
felt  were  very  overgraded  by  a  third-party  service.  Helen  Carmody  discussed 
some  counterfeit  commemorative  documentation  that  had  been  appearing  lately  on 
bourse  floors. 

The  officers  made  a  special  point  to  thank  Sam  Lopresto,  Teresa  Darling, 
and  Gus  Argeris  for  their  many  courtesies  to  the  club  during  its  meetings  held 
at  Long  Beach  since  1983.  Helen  Carmody  was  delighted  to  report  that  the  our 
club  will  continue  to  receive  the  same  cooperation  from  the  Expo  s  new  owners, 
Paul  L.  Koppenhaver  and  Ron  J.  Gillio,  both  Society  members. 
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MEMBER  IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT 


by  Randall  Jack  Moore  (R-1792,  CA),  NLG 
We  Salute  Raymond  L.  Hastey  (R-0124,  CA) 

In  the  previous  issue  of  the  Trail  we  introduced  a  new  column,  "Member  in 
the  Spotlight,"  featuring  Society  member,  Rodger  W.  Bridwell  (R-1982,  OR),  who 
spent  years  in  Spain  studying  the  history  of  Columbus,  Queen  Isabella,  and  King 
Ferdinand.  Rodger,  as  you  will  recall,  then  moved  to  England  where  he  built  a 
sailboat,  by  his  own  hands,  and  then  proceeded  to  sail  it  across  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  —  singlehandedly.  Rod  has  promised  to  send  us  an  article,  "In  the  Wake 
of  Columbus,"  with  the  story  of  his  sailing  adventures.  We  look  forward  to  it! 

Here,  in  our  second  effort  at  this  new  column,  we  turn  the  clock  back  to  a 
dreadful  day  in  history,  December  8,  1941,  and  focus  upon  a  young  American  pilot 
who  was  already  at  war  against  the  Japanese  when  they  struck  at  American  outposts 
in  Southeast  Asia,  in  the  Philippines,  and  in  Hawaii.  Yes,  we  know,  it  was  Sun¬ 
day,  the  7th  of  December  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  International  Dateline,  but 
it  was  Monday,  the  8th  of  December  on  the  western  side. 

On  that  fateful  day,  Colonel  Claire  L.  Chennault,  a  former  U.S.  Army  flying 
instructor  who  was  then  in  command  of  the  American  Volunteer  Group  (AVG)  of  the 
Chinese  Air  Force,  was  in  Toungoo,  Burma,  giving  last  minute  instructions  to  his 
pilots  prior  to  a  flight  to  Rangoon.  His  briefing  was  interrupted  when  a  radio 
operator  ran  up  to  announce  that  Pearl  Harbor  was  under  attack  by  the  Japanese. 
One  of  those  young  pilots  was  Society  member  Raymond  L.  Hastey,  featured  here  as 
our  "Member  in  the  Spotlight." 


Above  is  shown  Ray  Hastey' s  Chinese  Air  Force  passport.  These  passports, 
which  were  issued  to  each  member  of  the  American  Volunteer  Group,  were  literally 
worth  the  pilot's  life.  Woe  be  unto  anyone  shot  down  over  China  or  Burma  who 
didn't  have  this  in  his  possession.  [We  showed  this  to  our  good  friend,  "Homer," 
who  immediately  coined  a  phrase:  Homer  said,  "Don't  leave  home  without  it!"] 
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We  can  only  guess  at  the  feelings  and  reactions  of  Chennault  and  his  pilots 
upon  hearing  of  the  Japanese  attacks  on  American  bases.  Certainly,  there  must 
have  been  mixed  emotions;  surprise,  anger,  concern,  and  worry,  but  also,  these 
Americans  must  have  instantly  understood  the  implications  and  anticipated  the 
results  On  the  very  next  day  the  United  States  declared  war  upon  Japan.  Now, 
after  months  of  furious  fighting  to  keep  open  the  Burma  Road,  China's  lifeline, 

these  American  volunteers  would  soon  be  receiving  help  from  home.  America  was 
in  the  war! 


Above  is  shown  a  photograph  of  four  pilots  standing  in  front  of  a  vintage 
P-40  Tomahawk  at  a  Flying  Tiger  airbase  in  Burma.  These  friends  of  Ray  Hastey 
are,  from  left  to  right,  Ken  Jemstedt,  Tom  Haywood,  Chuck  Older,  &  R.  T.  Smith, 
to  whom  this  photo  is  credited. 


In  January,  1942,  Ray  Hastey  was  involved  in  aerial  combat  with  superior 
Japanese  forces  over  the  jungles  of  Burma  and  was  in  hot  attack  on  the  tail  of 
an  enemy  aircraft  when  his  P-40  Tomahawk  suddenly  began  to  disintegrate  around 
him.  Ray  had  to  bail  out  but  chose  not  to  open  his  chute  until  after  he  had 
fallen  nearly  two  miles  (If  the  sport  of  sky-diving  had  then  existed,  Ray  would 
have  been  the  owner  of  the  first  free-fall  record). 

Here's  the  story  in  Ray's  own  words,  as  told  to  newpaperman  Daniel  De  Luce 
(Associated  Press)  over  fifty  years  ago: 

"Gil  and  I  had  taken  on  seven  Japs  at  about  21,000  feet.  I  was  on  a  Jap's 
tail,  firing,  when  my  plane  flopped  over,  out  of  control,  probably  from  an  at¬ 
tack  by  someone  I  never  saw.  One  plane  came  at  me  after  my  chute  opened.  I 
thought  sure  it  was  a  Jap.  Then  I  got  a  good  look  and  it  turned  out  to  be  Gil, 
just  hanging  around  to  convoy  me  down.  Bailing  out  and  falling  so  far  was  so 
the  Japs  wouldn't  have  a  chance  to  take  pot-shots  at  me  the  way  they  did  at  Chris 
[another  American  pilot]  last  week  ..." 

Ray's  P-40  Tomahawk  (his  "Tommy,"  as  pilots  called  them)  crashed  "flat  on 
his  belly"  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away  from  where  Ray  landed.  Because  the 
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crash  site  was  about  forty  miles  east  of  the  airbase  at  Rangoon,  Ray  had  some 
walking  to  do.  Ray  said,  "The  native  farmers  were  very  kind.  One  of  them  in¬ 
sisted  on  spurting  mouthfuls  of  water  to  wash  the  blood  off  my  forehead.  I  got 
back  so  late  the  skipper  didn't  have  me  down  on  the  next  day's  flying  schedule. 
That's  how  you  [the  newspaperman]  caught  me  loafing  now!" 


A  newspaper  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  gave  this  report  of  the  incident,  from 
Rangoon,  Burma i  "American  volunteer  flyers,  outnumbered  by  at  least  three  to 
one,  put  to  rout  a  force  of  37  enemy  planes  ...  shooting  down  at  least  seven  of 
them  in  a  new  encounter  four  miles  above  the  green  Burma  jungle  east  of  Rangoon. 
The  Americans  lost  only  one  craft  themselves,  and  the  pilot  [Ray  Hastey]  of  that 
one  landed  safely.  . . .  Five  more  of  the  enemy  were  probably  destroyed  and  nine 
others  were  known  to  have  been  damaged  as  they  streaked  for  home,  their  fragile 
Japanese  Army  '97'  planes  completely  beaten  by  the  faster  and  heavier  Tomahawks 
whose  cockpits  are  sheathed  with  armorplate.  The  air  battle  occured  shortly  af¬ 
ter  12s 30  p.m.  The  Americans  took  to  the  air  jauntily  and  soon  returned  jauntier 
than  ever.  These  Americans,  guarding  Burma  and  the  Chinese  supply  route  running 
through  it,  have  yet  to  be  beaten  by  the  Japanese,  although  they  have  never  yet 
fought  on  terms  of  numerical  equality.  ...  In  one  running  fight,  one  of  them, 
named  Hastey,  from  Northern  Georgia,  was  forced  to  bail  out  of  his  ship  40  miles 
east  of  here.  A  comrade  named  'Gil,'  who  once  flew  from  the  U.S.  aircraft  carrier 
Ranger  in  a  scouting  squadron,  circled  Hastey 's  parachute  until  the  latter  lan¬ 
ded  so  that  the  enemy  couldn't  shoot  him  as  happened  to  another  volunteer  last 
week.  ...  We  come  in  fast  and  hit  'em,  then  use  our  speed  to  get  a  good  position 
for  another  sweep  into  their  formation.  They  couldn't  take  it  today.  They  star¬ 
ted  wanting  to  get  home  as  soon  as  they  saw  us." 


Japs  Fail  In  Effort  To 
Wipe  Out  Flying  Tigers 


Nipponese  Blast 
AVG  Field  But  IJ.  S. 
Fliers  Still  There 


^  AMERICAN  VOLUNTEER 
GROUP  HEADQUARTERS  IN 
I  BURMA.  Mar.  ;^8. — (UP) — The 
Japanese  have  tried- to  wipe  .'out 
the  American,  Volunteer  Fliers— 
but  the  Flying  Tigers  slifl  are  in 
the  air.  ,  '  '  •  , 

.  The  Japanese  attempt  Tbok 
place  last  weekend.  One  hundred 
Japanese  bombers  ^bombed.  and 
strafed  the  AVG  headquarters 
field.  Some  of  the  Americans  were 
caught  on  the  ground,  but  oThers 
got  into  the  air  and  gave  the 
Japs  a  fight.  -  „*• 


Japs  Conic  Down 

Parker  Dc  Pouy,  of  Sccnonk, 
Massachusetts,  shot,  down  one  of 
the  attackers  arid  was  wounded 
slightly.  Other  Japs  Were  shot 
down  by  RAF  pilots. 

,John  Fauth,  of  New  York,  was 

V 

killed  on  the  ground  by  a  bomb, 

and  Frank  Swartz  of  Los  Angeles 

and  W.  R.  Sieple,  a  'crewman ,i 

were  Wounded  seriously. 

.  -  ,  .  •  •  v  Y 

Squadron  Commander  Arvid  01- 

v.  ^  • 

soil,  of  Hollywood,  paid  high  tri¬ 
bute  to  the  bravery  of  Dr.  Lewis 
Richards,  of  Kansas,  who  braved 
a  hail-  of  bombs  to  rescue  wound¬ 
ed  on  the  field. 


Above,  and  on  the  following  pages  of  this  article  appear  newspapers  clip¬ 
pings  from  around  the  world.  Represented  are  newspapers  in  London,  San  Antonio, 
New  York,  Atlanta,  Miami,  and  Rangoon.  Also  represented  are  articles  from  the 
United  Press  (UP)  and  American  Press  (AP),  and  photos  from  WIREPHOTO. 
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HOW  AXIS  PLAN  THREATENS  ALLIES'  SUPPLY  ROUTES 

New  York,  Feb  28,  1942  —  The  heavy  diagonal  arrows  indicate  the  path  of 
Jap  conquest  toward  India  and  Java  as  well  as  the  anticipated  German  effort  to 
drive  from  the  eastern  end  of  the  Mediterranean  into  the  oil  fields  of  Iran. 
Japan's  broad  strategy  apparently  calls  for  a  thrust  into  the  Indian  Ocean  in 
an  effort  to  look  India,  cut  the  Allied  supply  routes,  and  then  meet  the  Germans 
in  the  Middle  East.  The  dotted  lines  indicate  the  United  Nations'  supply  routes 
around  Australia  and  Africa  to  the  Indian  Ocean  ports  of  entry  (WIREPHOTO  from 
The  Atlanta  Journal ) . 

In  a  another  incident,  in  May,  1942,  American  and  Chinese  pilots  defended 
their  newly  established  airbase  in  Yunan  Province  from  an  attack  by  92  raiders. 
The  small  but  tough  group  of  Flying  Tigers  brought  down  eight  Japanese  planes 
and  destroyed  or  damaged  another  eleven.  That  day,  Ray  Hastey  and  his  friend, 
Gil,  each  got  one  "positive."  Both  Ray  and  Gil  ran  out  of  gas  and  had  to  bail 
out.  Ray  made  it  back  to  his  base  after  72  hours  —  by  mule ! 

Well,  as  we  all  know,  the  U.S.  Government  sometimes  recognizes  a  good  thing 
when  it  sees  it,  and  it  did  so  in  the  case  of  the  Flying  Tigers.  In  a  startling 
reversal  of  its  anti- intervention  policy  applied  to  Americans  who  volunteered  to 
fight  against  fascism  in  Spain,  in  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Brigade  (those  patriots 
remained  on  the  Blacklist  for  many  decades),  our  government  chose  to  embrace  the 
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Flying  Tigers  —  and  went  about  it  in  a  big  way.  Colonel  Chennault,  who  had  re¬ 
tired  from  the  U.S.  Army  in  1937  because  of  deafness,  after  a  long  career  as  a 
flight  instructor,  was  ordered  back  to  active  duty  as  a  brigadier  general.  His 
pilots  and  ground  crew  were  comprised  primarily  of  former  Army,  Navy,  and  Marine 
Corps  personnel  who  had  resigned  their  positions  in  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  in  or¬ 
der  to  serve  what  they  considered  to  be  a  higher  moral  purpose.  Most  of  Claire 
Chennault 's  men  followed  his  lead  and  joined  the  U.S.  Army  Air  Corps  [The  U.S. 
Air  Force  was  not  created  until  after  World  War  II. ],  and  many  of  them  died  in 
combat,  serving  that  same  moral  purpose  which  had  led  them  to  join  the  American 
Volunteer  Group  in  the  first  place. 

The  reader  may  well  ask,  "What  happened  to  Ray's  friend  'Gil?'"  We,  too, 
were  curious,  so  we  asked  and  learned  that  Gilbert  Bright,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
former  Navy  pilot  who  so  courageously  flew  in  protective  spirals  until  Ray  was 
safely  on  the  ground,  was  subsequently  killed  in  combat  in  the  skies  over  Europe 
in  an  engagement  with  German  fighters. 


Famed  'Flying  Tigers7 
Ordered  to  Disband 


Scourge  of  the  Eastern  Skies,  Noted 
Band  of  Volunteer  Fliers,  to  Break  Up 


By  DANIEL  DE  LUCE 

WITH  THE  AMERICAN  VOLUNTEER  GROUP  IN 
BURMA,  April  20. —  (Delayed)  —  (AP) — The  rough-and-ready 
members  of  the  American  Volunteer  Group,  the  ^cpurge  of 
the  skies  for  Japanese  fliers  in  the  Battle  of  Burma,  appar¬ 
ently  are  going  to  step  out  of  their  patched  and  battle-scarred 


planes  soon  and  disband. 

Colonel  Claire  L.  Chennault,  the 
leathery  old  United  States  flying 
instructor  who  commanded  the 
group  and  trained  it  into  the  great¬ 
est  collection  of  war  aces  in  the 
Far  East,  has  been  recalled  to 
active  service  in  the  United  States 
Army  and  named  a  brigadier  gen¬ 
eral.  It  was  the  first  direct  action 
toward  dissolution  of  the  inde¬ 
pendent  unit  which  is  credited 
with  destroying  more  than  200 
Japanese  aircraft  for  the  loss  of 
less  than  10  fliers  in  combat. 

(A  dispatch  received  from  New 
Delhi  Monday  credited  the  AVG 
with  downing  400  Japanese 
planes.) 


The  pilots  and  technicians,  many 
of  whom  served  in  the  United 
States  Army,  Navy  or  Marines  be¬ 
fore  they  resigned  in  194|  to  fight 
for  China,  were  given  the  alterna¬ 
tive  of  entering  the  Army  or  re¬ 
turning  to  the  United  States  on  or 
before  the  expiration  of  their  one- 
year  contracts  in  Chungking,  it 
was  understood.  Many,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  .will  return. 

Chennault,  who  retired  as  an 
Army  flying  instructor  in  1937  be¬ 
cause  of  deafness  and  came  to 
China  to  train  Chiang  Kai-shek’s 
airmen,  said: 

“My  own  course  is  clear.  I’m  in 
this  war  until  it’s  won.” 


President  Roosevelt  ordered  the  Flying  Tigers  to  disband  effective  July  1, 
1942,  and  Ray  Haetey  was  soon  wearing  the  uniform  of  a  Lieutenant  in  the  U.S. 
yny.  Ray  was  bom  on  an  Army  post  in  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma,  in  1913.  His  father, 
aster  Sergeant  John  Hastey,  an  Army  artilleryman,  had  retired  and  was  living  in 
St.  Augustine,  Florida,  when  his  son  returned  from  service  with  the  Chinese  Air 
Force  and  was  assigned  to  the  Miami  Air  Depot  to  help  in  the  massive  build-up  of 
men  and  machines  needed  for  the  war  effort. 
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JAPS  ARE  'KILLERS/ 
SAYS  FLYING  TIGER 


Executed  Airmen 
Before  Pearl 
Harbor  Attack 

By  JOHN  WATT 

Japan's  barbaric  execution  of 
American  fliers  captured  after  the 
raiti  on  Tokio  will  have  just  the 
opposite  effect  to  that  desired  by 
the  Nipponese,  in  the  opinion  of 
a  young  Florida  aviator,  one'  of 
the' most  intrepid  of  General  Chen- 
nault’s  famous  Flying  Tigers,  who 
has  just  taken  up  duties  at  the 
Miami  air  depot. 

Tokio  will'be  bombed  again,  many 
times,  said  the  flier,  Lieut.  Ray¬ 
mond  L  Hastey-,  of  St.  Augustine, 
but  hereafter  American  bombing 
crews,  knowing  that  execution 
awaits  them  if  they  are  captured, 
will  be  more  destructive  and  more 
ruthless. 

“That  is  the  reaction  I  have  and 
I  believe  it  is  the  feeling  that  any 
flier  who  has  fought  the  Japanese 
in  the  air  must  have,”  said  Hastey. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  Hastey  re¬ 
vealed,  the  Japs  were  bayoneting 
captured  American  fliers  long  be¬ 
fore  Pearl  Harbor  and  the  United 
States  entry  in  the  war. 

Knew  Fliers  Executed 

“The  Japs  beamed  us  in  China 
In  the  summer  of  1941  fcnd  ha¬ 
rangued  us  for  45  minutes,  warn¬ 
ing  that  they  would  execute  any 
of  our  fliers  who  fell  into  their 
hands,”  said  Hastey.  "I  know  per¬ 
sonally  of  three  of  our  fliers  who 
were  executed  after  their  capture. 
The  execution  of  one,  a  diary  on 
a  captured  Japanese  revealed,  was 
done  by  bayonet,  the  Japs  saying 
they  didn’t  want  to  waste  the 
powder  to  shoot  him. 

“If  the  Japs  think  they  can  in¬ 
timidate  American  fliers  by  such 
a  policy  they  are  sadly  mistaken. 
The  general  effect  has  been  to 
make  Americans  only  more  eager 
to  get  in  there  and  blast  them 
wherever  they  meet  them.” 

Lieut.  Hastey  flew  with  Chcn- 
nault’s  crew  from  Aug.  1,  1941, 
until  the  A.  V’.  G.  (American  Vol¬ 
unteer  Group)  was  dissolved  by 
presidential  order  on  July  1,  1942. 
During  that  time  Hastey  rolled  up 
a  total  of  more  than  250  hours  in 
the  air,  12  hours  of  which  were 
in  actual  combat,  a  record  equalled 


LT.  RAYMOND  HASTEY 

by  few  American  pnois.  ne  was 
one  of  the  first  30  American  pilots 
to  join  up  with  Chennault  and  the 
last  mustered  out. 

Father  a  Soldier 

The  handsome  young  flying  offi¬ 
cer  was  born  on  an  army  post,  at 
Fort  Sill,  Okla.  His  father  is 
Master  Sgt.  John  Hastey,  retired 
artilleryman,  now  a  resident  of  St. 
Augustine.  His  younger  brother, 
John  Hastey,  jr.,  flew  with  tne  > 
RAF  before  America’s  entry  in  the  { 
war  and  is  now  in  the  U.  S.  army  £ 
air  corps.  Hisvuncle,  Col.  Thomas 
Hastey  is  commanding  officer  at 
Bolling  Field,  Va. 

Raymond  Hastey  donned  his  first 
army  uniform  in  1931  when  he  en¬ 
listed  in  the  field  artillery  at  Fort 
Bragg.  He  left  the  army  in  1934 
to  enter  Wake  Forrest  college  but 
returned  to  the  army  in  1939  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  air  corps.  He 
was  commissioned  in  1940  but, 
eager  for  actual  combat  action,  re¬ 
signed  the  ’  commission  in  the 
spring  of  1941  and  enlisted  in  the 
A.  V.  G. 

Hastey  arrived  in  Burma,  then 
one  of  the  "hot  spots”  of  the  war 
in  the  far  east,  on  Aug.  1,  1941,  and 
was  assigned  to  staff  duty  at  Ran¬ 
goon.  It  wasn’t  until  New  Year’s 
day,  1942,  that,  flying  in  a  squadron 
commanded  by  "Scarsdale  Jack 
Newkirk  he  got  his  first  taste  of 
aerial  combat.  * 


Tell*  of  Battles 

Hastey  shot  down  his  first  plane 
in  this  battle,  a  Jap  bomber,  and 
got  a  “probable’  on  another.  An’ 
enemy  fighter,  however,  shot  away 
his  spark  wires  and  he  -was  forced 
to  make  a  dead  stick  landing.  A 
few  weeks  later,  flying  in  company 
with  Major  Gil  Bright,  Hastey  en¬ 
countered  seven  Zeros  and  had  a 
narrow  escape  from  death.  A  Zero 
shot  away  his  tail  control  and 
Hastey  bailed  out  at  18,000  feet. 
Major  Bright  followed  him  down  as 
he  floated  to  earth  to  protect  him 
from  being  shot  while  dangling 
helplessly  in  the  air.  He  injured 
his  leg  in  landing  and  was  out  of 
action  Tor  a  month. 

In  March,  1942,  seven  Flying 
Tigers,  with  Hastey  piloting  one  of 
the  “obselete”  P-40’s,  contacted  a 
group  of  45  Jap  bombers  escorted 
by  35  fighter  planes,  over  Poashan. 
China,  and  knocked  down  nine 
fighters.  It  was  the  only  time  the 
Tigers  were  unable  to  penetrate 
the  shield  of  fighters  and  get  at 
the  bombers  but  the  odds,  for  once, 
were  too  great. 

An  experience  which  also  re¬ 
mains  vividly  in  the  memory  of  the 
young  flier  is  the  time  he  ran  out 
of  gas  and  was  forced  to  bail  out 
over  the  Himalayas.  He  rode  a 
Chinese  burro  for  three  days  to  get 
back  to  Kunming. 

The  Jap  airman  is  a  tricky  and 
resourceful  fighter  but  he’s  no 
more  eager  to  die  than  anyone  else. 
Hastey  said.  The  Japs’  experience 
with  the  hard-hitting  P-40s  also 
has  taught  him  to  respect  Ameri¬ 
can  airmen,  he  said. 

“That's  why  they  send  as  big  a 
force  as  possible  into  battle,"  Has¬ 
tey  declared.  “They  always  seek  to 
overwhelm  us  with  numbers,  to 
make  the  odds  as  big  as  possible 
in  their  favor.  When  the  tide  is 
turning  against  them  they  turn 
tail  and  run.” 

The  P-40  can  outfight  a  Zero, 
it’s  faster  and  has  more  fire  power, 
said  Hastey.  It  is  less  maneuver- 
able  than  the  Zero,  however,  and 
cannot  climb  with  the  celerity  of 
the  Zero. 
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Flying  Tigers  Aid  Chinese  Rally  in 
Yunnan  to  Smash  Jap  Spearhead 


.-V—  T 


Georgia  Pilot  Gave  Out  of  Gas; 


fresh  reserves,  close  in  on  the 
enemy  from  all  sides. 


Rode  Mule  72  Hours  to  Return 


OANIEL  DE  LUCE 


I  ..»  »  t  3"  V  ** 

1  »  ’•  r  ,  At  *1' 

'n-  - 


FA,.  India,  May  16. — (AP)— The  Japanese  ap 
ave  failed  in  Jin  attempt  at  lightning  conquest  of 
nnin  Province,"  thanks  to  a  defiant  Chinese  gov- 


unnan 

rhdr  who  rallied  his  weakening  troops  and ‘to  daredevil 
Chinese  and  American  fliers  who  ruled  the  air.  j  • 
story  of  how  a  Japanese 
stalled  near  Paoshan  a 
week  hfio*.  leaving  the  enemy  with 
4  toughj  expensive  campaign  still 
tx>  fight  came  Saturday  from  aces 
of  the  American  Volunteer  group 
who  were  in  the  battle. 

In  all,  the  Flying  Tigers  brought 
down  eight  Japanese  planes  and 
probably  destroyed  or  damaged 
another  11  on  May  5  when  92 
raider^  tried  to  wipe  out  their 
newly-established  base  near 
Paoshan. 

R.  L.  (Hasty)  Hastey,  of  Chip- 
ley,  Ga.,  and  boyish  Gil  Bright,  of 
Reading,  Pa.,  each  got  one  “posi¬ 
tive.”  Both  later  ran  out  of  gas 
and  it  took  Hastey  72  hours  to 
get  back — by  mule. 

The  Flying  Tigers  gave  the 
laurels  to  Governor  Lung  Yuen,  a 
former  Chinese  warlord  and 
trusted  confidante  of  Generalissi¬ 
mo  Chiang  Kai-shek.  They  said 
he  organized  a  successful  defense 
of  the  province  almost  overnight, 
stiffening  the  leadership  of  the 
scattered  ‘Chinese  Sixth  Army  re¬ 
treating,  from  the  Shan  States  of 
Burma. 

Driven  Back 

An  advance  enemy  detachment 

had  raided  the  environ*  Pao¬ 


shan  itself  wherh  the  governor  as¬ 
sumed  the  military  responsibility. 

Within  48  hours,  the  American 
fliers  said,  the  Japanese  had  been 
driven  back  from  the  Salween 
River  and  even  now,  although  the 

invaders  have  been  reinforced, 
Chungking  reports  that  the  Chi¬ 
nese  still  hold  the  west  bank  of 
the  river  in  strength  and  the 
Japanese  still  are  55  miles  Lorn 
Paoshan,  which  is  on  the  Burma 
Road  about  125  miles  from  the 
Burma  border.- 

(The  Chinese  Central  News 
Agency  said  Saturday  the  invaders 
had  suffered  more  than  4,000  cas¬ 
ualties  in.  Yunnan  in  the  past 
week.) 

Tough  Governor  Lung  was  re¬ 
ported  to  have  ordered  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  a  disgraced  former  Sixth 
Army  general  when  he  ignored  an 
opportunity  to  commit  suicide. 
Then,  it  was  said,  Lung  directed 
the  annihilation  of  300  Japanese,  j 
whose  raid  on  Paoshan  had  been 
repulsed. 

Cheered  by.  a  virtual  ringside 
view  of  American  and  Chinese 
flyers  bombing  Japanese  positions 
along  the  Salween  May  6  and  7, 
dispersed  Chinese  troops  on  the 
west  bank  reorganized  and,  with 


Air  Support  Missing 
For  the  first  time  in  the  fighting 
in  Burma  end  China,  the  Japa¬ 
nese  lacked  air  support  and  with-  ; 
out  it  they  were  forced  into  flight. 
This  was  on  May  8.  The  Flying 
Tigers,  who  told  about  it  said  thfe> 
Japanese  communications  were 
broken  first,  then  waves  of  planes 
blasted  100  enemy  trucks  and 
killed  hundreds  of  troops.  Chi¬ 
nese  ground  forces  tuened  their’ 
own  trucks  around  ancLgave  chase. 

Disorganization  spread  through 
the  Japanese  spearhead — the  Red 
Dragon  Armored  Division  with 
3,000  men  and  hundreds  of  ve<- 
hicles — and  the  enemy  forces 
headed  back  toward  the  Burma 
frontier. 

Again,  the  exploits  of  the  “Fly¬ 
ing  Tigers”  gave  the  ground 
forces  a  big  helping  hand,  not 
only  as  fighters,  but  also  as 
bombers.  . 

On  May  7,  David  Lee  (Tex) 
Hill,  of  San  Antonio,  loaded  four 
of  his  Kittyhawk  fighters  with 
a  500-pound  Russian-made  bomb 
apiece  and  with  Tom  Jones,  of 
Seattle,  Wash.;  Ed  Rector,  of 
Marshall,  N.  C.,  and  Frank  Law- 
lor,  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  attacked 
a  steep,  narro  :t  road  winding 
down  a  mountainside  to  the  Sal¬ 
ween  shore,  aiming  to  blast  away 
Japanese-travelled  hairpin  turns. 

Use  Chinese  Bombs 
The  road  was  nearly  9,000  feet 
high  and  cloaked  in  storm  clouds. 
The  mission  was  only  partly  suc¬ 
cessful,  but  that  afternoon  the  ! 
AVG  planes  were  loaded  with  six 
35-pound  bombs  each,  Chinese- 
made  this  time,  and  set  out  with 
Jones,  Frank  Schiel,  of  Prescott, 
Ariz.;  Jack  Howard,  of  St.  Louis, 


(Note:  Rightmost  column  above  is  continued  at  left  below) 


and  Charlie  Laughlin,  of  Ashland, 

Missouri.-;  *.  £4 

'  According  to  Hill,  a  Chinese 
bomb  is  yet  to  prove  a  dud  in 
tests  he  has  been  conducting  in 
line  with  the  plan  of  Brig.  Gen¬ 
eral  Claire  L.  Chennault,  the 
AVG  commander,  to  keep  its 
activities  diversified. 

The  four  Kittyhawks  skimmed 
the  Salween  gorge  until  they 
spotted  a  cluster  of  tents  shielded 
from  Chinese  artillery  across  the 
river  by  a  rocky  ledge.  They  let 
go  their  explosives  and  frag¬ 


mentation  lxyhBr“From_  scarce-' 
ly  100  feet.  Chinese  troops,  in  a 
later  advance,  confirmed  that  they 
had  hit  ah  enemy  field  head¬ 
quarters  and  wiped  out  about  a 
Icore  of  officers. 

Raid  Hanoi  Base 
Later.,  when  the  enemy  brought 
in  more  reserves,  the  AVG  went 
far  afield  with  a  400-mile  flight 
into  enemy  territory  to  bomb  the 
Hanoi  air  base  in  French  Indo- 
China. 

J.  T.  Donovan,  of  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  did  not  return  from  the 
flight,  a  surprisingly  long  one 


with  a  heavy  weight  of  bombs 
All  the  others,  however,  among 
them  J.  E.  Petach,  of  Perth  Am¬ 
boy,  N.  J.,  were  safe. 
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In  1947,  when  the  U.S.  Government  created  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  most  of  the 
Army  Air  Corps  personnel,  whether  originally  from  Army,  Navy,  or  Marine  Corps, 
were  transferred  directly  into  the  new  organization.  Such  was  the  case  for  Ray 
Hastey.  Subsequently,  Ray  retired  from  the  Air  Force  and  began  a  new  career  as 
a  coin  dealer,  and  now  stands  as  one  of  the  true  "veterans"  of  the  numismatic 
Bourse.  We  salute  our  Member  in  the  Spotlight,  Raymond  L.  Hastey. 


A  WORLD  WAR  II  COMMEM  —  IS  IT  TIME? 
by  Randall  Jack  Moore  (R-1792,  CA),  NLG 

As  you  probably  already  know.  Congress  is  considering  mandating  issuance 
of  a  new  coin  to  commemorate  World  War  II.  Question  marks  have  been  raised  by 
many  numismatists  that  the  year  1993  is  not  the  perfect  choice  for  a  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  WW  II,  and  that  the  proposed  date  would  be  inappropriate. 

Just  exactly  how  WW  II  might  best  be  remembered  on  a  commemorative  coin  is 
a  matter  of  speculation.  WW  II  began  in  the  Orient  in  1931,  when  the  Japanese 
invaded  Manchuko  (Manchuria);  in  Europe  in  1938,  when  Hitler's  Germany  began  to 
gobble  up  its  neighbors;  or,  in  1936,  if  you  count  the  Americans  fighting  Nazis 
in  Spain,  during  the  Spanish  Civil  War.  Selecting  a  particular  date  from  the 
available  span  of  years  (1931  through  1945)  to  be  commemorated  on  a  U.S.  coin 
honoring  WW  II  will  be  a  real  challenge.  Because  WW  II  came  to  an  end  during 
1945,  many  would  argue  that  1995  would  be  the  appropriate  year  for  the  proposed 
commemorative  coin. 

In  the  view  of  this  author,  however,  we  are  putting  the  proverbial  "cart 
before  the  horse"  by  debating  the  proposed  year-of-issue  before  first  settling 
the  matter  of  exactly  what  it  is  we  wish  to  commemorate. 

What  is  it  we  wish  to  commemorate?  Is  it  the  war  itself?  Is  it  the  fact 
of  U.S.  participation,  as  a  nation,  albeit  so  late?  Is  it  the  bloody  series  of 
battles  during  that  desperate  year,  1943?  Is  it  simply  the  fact  that  American 
technology  (given  the  help  of  countless  European  scientists  such  as  Einstein  and 
Fermi)  enabled  our  country  to  blow  gigantic  holes  in  New  Mexico,  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki?  Is  it  victory,  and  victory  alone? 

If  it  is  victory  alone  we  wish  to  commemorate,  perhaps  the  proposed  WW  II 
commemorative  coin  should  feature  the  American  Eagle,  with  spread  wings,  rising 
on  an  atomic  mushroom  cloud,  with  a  circular  legends  "WE  DID  IT  ONCE  —  WE  CAN 
DO  IT  AGAIN  --  BEWARE  OF  AMERICA."  Clearly,  such  a  coin  would  be  a  national  dis¬ 
grace,  an  embarrassment  to  our  nation  and  to  our  allies,  and  would  undo  decades 
of  hard-won  diplomatic  achievements. 

So,  what  is  it  we  really  wish  to  commemorate  about  World  War  II?  Perhaps 
the  theme  of  such  a  coin  ought  to  be  the  Triumph  of  Good  over  Evil,  of  Right 
over  Wrong,  of  Freedom  over  Enslavement,  and  of  the  Invincibility  of  the  Spirit 
of  Mankind.  Such  a  coin  might  well  serve  a  more  noble  purpose  than  bragging  to 
the  world  of  American  military  victories.  Suppose,  for  example,  the  coin  could 
display  the  American  Eagle,  with  its  wings  protectively  spread  over  our  former 
enemies,  Japan  and  Germany,  thereby  symbolically  allowing  those  two  countries  to 
grow  and  flourish  under  guaranties  of  American  support.  What  other  country  in 
the  history  of  the  world  has  worked  so  hard  and  spent  so  much  of  its  national 
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treasury  to  help  its  former  enemies  rise  from  the  ashes  of  defeat?  Two  famous 
American  Army  generals  performed  near-miracles :  General  George  Marshall  created 
the  Marshall  Plan  for  the  reconstruction  of  Europe;  General  Douglas  MacArthur 
personally  wrote  a  new  Constitution  for  Japan  (mandating  compulsory  education 
for  boys  and  girls,  mandating  the  franchise  for  men  and  women,  and  introducing 
countless  new  ideas  which  were  at  first  rejected  by  Japanese  leaders,  but  which 
have  subsequently  been  widely  accepted  in  that  country,  and  which  have  helped 
Japan  to  rise  above  its  former  state  of  feudalism  to  its  current  position  as  an 
important  major  economic  power). 

As  anyone  who  has  ever  been  there  will  attest,  there  is  no  glory  in  war. 

If  our  country  is  to  issue  a  coin  commemorating  WW  II,  we  would  be  very  short¬ 
sighted  if  honored  nothing  more  than  the  mere  fact  of  the  war.  Similarly,  we 
would  be  equally  shortsighted  if  we  failed  to  honor  those  foreigners  who  fought 
side-by-side  and  shoulder- to-shoulder  with  our  own  heroes.  Whatever  the  design 
of  the  proposed  WW  II  commem,  perhaps  a  legend  on  the  coin  might  simply  read: 

"IN  HONOR  OF  ALL  WHO  FOUGHT  FOR  FREEDOM." 


A  CRIME  REPORT 

It  is  with  special  sadness  that  we  learned  of  the  recent  robbery  of  Society 
member  Raymond  L.  Hastey,  who  lost  over  $143,000  in  goods  to  sneak  thieves  who 
apparently  followed  him  more  than  sixty  miles  from  a  coin  show  in  Riverside  to 
a  location  in  Orange  County,  California. 

We  do  not  have  space  to  list  the  many  pages  of  coins,  rounds,  and  jewelry 
that  appear  in  the  police  report  we  received  from  the  Orange  County  Sheriff,  but 
here  are  a  few  general  categories: 

1)  Proof /mint/prestige  sets  and  American  Eagles  of  value  -  $  5,432 

2)  Gold  and  silver  coins  (raw  and  certified)  of  value  -  $62,444 

3)  Jewelry  (14/18/22  carat:  rings  &  bands,  etc.)  of  value  -  $60,237 

4)  Special  issue  silver  rounds  and  cards,  etc.,  of  value  -  $13,930 

Item  4,  above,  is  of  very  special  interest,  as  it  includes  nine  of  the  new  Honus 
Wagner  silver  baseball  cards  and  several  silver  Babe  Ruth  cards  as  well.  These 
low-mintage  pieces  will  stand  out  and  should  serve  as  a  "red  flag  warning"  that 
the  merchandise  may  be  stolen. 

If  anyone  approaches  you  offering  for  sale  any  combination  of  the  merchan¬ 
dise  listed  above,  please  contact  Randall  Jack  Moore,  Numismatic  Directory,  at 
(619)  452-1971  (CALL  COLLECT).  During  the  past  six  years.  Numismatic  Directory 
has  been  instrumental  in  helping  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  and  many 
local  police  agencies  to  solve  crimes  directed  against  coin  and  bullion  dealers 
and  collectors.  During  just  the  past  few  years.  Numismatic  Directory  has  been 
instrumental  in  reuniting  the  rightful  owners  with  nearly  a  half-million  dollars 
in  stolen  coin  and  jewelry  collections. 

Numismatic  Directory  charges  no  fee  for  this  public  service  effort  and  has 
never  accepted  a  reward  for  recovery  of  stolen  property.  If  you  are  ever  robbed 
of  your  collection,  please  remember  to  notify  Numismatic  Directory  immediately. 
Meanwhile,  keep  your  eyes  and  ears  open  for  clues  about  Ray  Hastey' s  goods. 
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COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DQT.T.AR  QUIZ 


by  James  J.  Dooley,  (R-1809,  CA) 

1.  Chester  Beach  designed  the  Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial  half  dollar. 

The  reverse  design  of  this  coin  is  similar  to  Beach's  obverse  design  for  a  medal 
created  for  which  of  the  following  expositions? 

a.  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  c.  1903  Louisiana  Purchase 

b.  1915  Panama  Pacific  Int'l.  d.  1901  Pan-American 

2.  Which  of  the  following  commemorative  half  dollars  depicts  the  personi¬ 
fication  of  Agriculture  as  a  motif? 

a.  Arkansas  c.  Maine 

b.  Maryland  d.  Hone  of  the  above 

3.  A.  Wolfe  Davidson  designed  which  of  the  following  1936  commemorative 
half  dollars? 

a.  Rhode  Island  c.  Wisconsin 

b.  Columbia  d.  None  of  the  above 

4.  Which  of  the  following  commemorative  half  dollars 's  inscriptions  in¬ 
cludes  the  motto  "Et  Terra  Et  Mare  Divitiae  Tuae"  ("Both  land  and  sea  are  your 
riches" )? 

a.  Norfolk  c.  Maine 

b.  San  Diego  d.  Illinois 

5.  Olin  Levi  Warner  created  the  models  used  by  the  mint  for  which  of  the 
following  commemorative  half  dollar? 

a.  Pan-Pac  c.  Pilgrim 

b.  Columbian  d.  Carver-Washington 


6. 

rison? 


Which  of  the  following  commemorative  half  dollars  depicts  Brown's  Gar- 


a.  Antietam 

b .  Lynchburg 


c. 

d. 


Grant 

York 


7.  Which  of  the  following  commemorative  half  dollars  was  designed  by  its 
distributor? 

a.  Elgin  c.  Spanish  Trail 

b.  Cincinnati  d.  Rhode  Island 


8.  A  whale  is  depicted  on  which  of  the  following  commemorative  half  dol¬ 


lars? 


a. 

b. 


Hudson 

Pan-Pac 


c.  Hawaiian 

d.  Bay  Bridge 


9.  Which  of  the  following  commemorative  half  dollars'  inscriptions  in¬ 
clude  the  motto  "Here  we  Rest"? 

a.  Gettysburg  c.  Connecticut 

b.  Alabama  d.  Oregon  Trail 

10.  Which  commemorative  half  dollar  design  has  the  largest  number  of  dif¬ 
ferent  date  and  mint  mark  combinations? 

a.  Boone  c.  Oregon  Trail 

b.  Arkansas  d.  Booker  T.  Washington 
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ANSWERS  TO  COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR  QUIZ 


Below  are  answers  to  the  questions  appearing  in  James  J.  Dooley's  quiz  on 

page  119. 


ANSWERS:  1-d,  2-c,  3-b,  4-a,  5-b,  6-d,  7-c,  8-a,  9-b,  10-d 

Until  the  next  issue  of  the  Trail,  we'll  let  you  ponder  the  following  ques¬ 

tion  from  James  J.  Dooley: 

QUESTION:  On  which  of  the  following  commemorative  half  dollars  was  the  "S" 
(San  Francisco)  mintmark  omitted  in  error? 

a.  Bay  Bridge  c.  Fort  Vancouver 

b.  Monroe  d.  Hawaiian 


SOME  THOUGHTS  ON  IMPROVING  THE  TRAIL 


by  the  Editor 

In  August,  1993,  our  Society  will  celebrate  its  tenth  anniversary.  Since 
its  founding  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association's  convention  at  San  Diego, 
California,  in  1983,  our  Society  has  steadily  matured.  Although  our  membership 
numbers  have  risen  and  fallen  in  concert  with  economic  cycles  over  these  past 
years,  two  very  positive  trends  are  clearly  evident: 

First,  while  the  "quantity"  of  our  membership  rises  and  falls  with  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  time,  the  "quality"  of  our  membership  is  steadily  improving .  Over  the 
years,  beginning  with  a  tiny  handful  of  founding  members,  the  skeptics  have  been 
won  over,  the  infrastructure  of  commem  enthusiasts  has  been  built,  and  the  lines 
of  communication  have  been  established.  Today,  our  membership  roster  reads  like 
a  "Who's  Who?"  of  commem  specialists,  including  authors,  researchers,  scholars, 
collectors,  investors,  dealers,  and  auction  houses.  This  didn't  happen  by  acci¬ 
dent.  Rather,  it  is  the  result  of  the  collective  efforts  and  contributions  of 
time,  money,  and  material  on  the  part  of  dozens  of  individuals. 

Second,  our  Society's  newsletter  has  grown  from  its  primitive  beginnings, 
when  Frank  DuVall  and  his  wife  had  to  hand-collate  stacks  of  photocopies  of  its 
pages  by  walking  round  and  round  their  kitchen  table.  Once  that  chore  had  been 
done,  they  had  to  staple  the  results,  stuff  them  into  envelopes,  seal  the  enve¬ 
lopes,  hand-address  them,  apply  the  postage,  and  then  cart  them  off  to  the  Post 
Office.  Since  that  early  beginning,  our  newsletter  has  steadily  expanded,  both 
in  terms  of  quantity  and  quality,  and  finally  achieved  "journal"  status  under 
the  tutelage  of  former  editor  Michael  K.  Garofalo.  Today,  the  Trail  stands  as 
the  most  highly  respected  publication  by  any  numismatic  specialty  group  in  the 
world.  If  this  trend  continues  (and  it  will),  our  journal  will  continue  to  im¬ 
prove.  How  to  explain  this  trend?  Simple!  It  is  the  result  of  the  constantly 
increasing  level  of  participation  by  our  members,  who  open  their  files,  share 
their  knowledge  and  ideas,  submit  articles,  suggest  improvements,  and  become  in¬ 
volved. 

Over  the  years,  we  have  added  special  columns  and  series  at  the  request  of 
our  members;  "Name  That  Commem!,"  "News  Flash,"  "Member  in  the  Spotlight,"  and 
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many  others.  Recently,  for  example,  we  received  an  inquiry  from  James  J.  Dooley, 
who  wrote: 

Has  any  thought  ever  been  given  to  including  a  'question  and  answer'  forum 
in  the  Trail  in  which  inquiries  from  Society  members  might  be  answered  by  other 
Society  members  with  the  requisite  knowledge?  I  don't  mean  to  suggest  that  you 
need  more  work  than  you  already  have,  but  I  think  this  type  of  a  feature  would 
be  eagerly  read.  It  would  probably  be  a  very  valuable  resource  for  Society  mem¬ 
bers  who,  for  logistical  reasons,  are  unable  to  attend  coin  shows  or  coin  club 
meetings  where  they  could  gain  information  personally  on  specific  questions." 

My  response  to  Jim  Dooley  was  that  I  liked  his  idea.  Perhaps  in  future  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Trail  we  might  feature  a  regular  column  called,  "Ask  the  Experts!" 

If  you  are  stumped  on  a  question  about  commems,  this  would  be  the  perfect  place 
to  ask  for  a  scholarly  and  "expert"  response  from  our  members.  Please  keep  in 
mind  that  the  "expert"  may  or  may  not  be  someone  whose  name  is  already  familiar 
to  you.  Famous  or  not,  those  who  have  specialized  in  some  area  of  interest  to 
our  commemorative  coin  hobby  may  well  be  able  to  provide  expert  answers  to  any 
question  posed.  If  you  have  a  question  for  the  "experts,"  send  it  in  —  we'll 
try  to  find  the  answer. 

Our  entire  journal  is,  of  course,  a  forum  for  our  members.  However,  ideas 
such  as  Jim  Dooley's  are  extremely  helpful  to  the  Trail  staff  in  organizing  and 
arranging  the  materials  we  publish  so  as  to  suit  the  needs  of  our  members.  Some 
"letters  to  the  editor,"  for  example,  might  serve  a  better  purpose  if  presented 
under  the  proposed  "Ask  the  Experts"  column.  Similarly,  other  information  we 
receive  might  be  more  appropriately  presented  under  other  column-headings,  such 
as  "Crime  Report,"  etc.  This  is  YOUR  journal;  tell  us  what  you  want,  and  we'll 
do  our  best  to  provide  it.  Feedback  from  our  members  is  helpful;  even  a  simple 
postcard  is  sincerely  appreciated.  What  are  we  doing  right?  What  are  we  doing 
wrong?  What  should  we  be  doing  that  we  are  not?  Please  let  us  know  what  you're 
thinking. 

During  this  next  year,  we  hope  to  get  the  Trail  back  on  track  as  a  quarterly 
publication.  What  we  can  achieve,  however,  remains  dependent  upon  the  computer 
hardware  and  software  available  to  our  club  officers  (and,  of  course,  upon  the 
the  number  of  hours  of  volunteer  effort  we  can  "squeeze"  out  of  our  officers  and 
other  members).  We'll  continue  do  the  best  we  can  with  what  we  have. 

Meanwhile,  we  hope  that  each  and  every  one  of  our  members  will  be  active 
during  club  year  1992-1993  in  contributing  something  of  benefit  to  our  Society. 
Naturally,  we'll  need  your  financial  support,  through  dues,  cash  contributions, 
and  donations  of  materials  to  be  sold  in  Society  auctions  —  that  goes  without 
saying!  However,  the  single  most  important  contribution  any  member  can  make  to 
our  Society  is  the  gift  of  personal  involvement.  What  can  one  individual  member 
do?  LOTS!  Write  a  letter  to  the  editor.  Send  in  a  suggestion  for  improving 
our  journal.  Write  an  article  or,  better  yet,  a  series  of  articles  on  a  favor¬ 
ite  subject.  Send  in  news-clippings  of  interest  to  our  club.  Write  up  a  few 
"fillers"  to  help  the  editor  plug  those  blank  spots  in  the  Trail.  Put  together 
a  slide-series.  Give  a  presentation  on  commems  at  your  local  coin  club  meeting 
or  at  one  of  our  Society  meetings.  Create  a  "commem  quiz"  (it  can  be  lots  of 
fun,  and  you'll  learn  in  the  process).  Get  a  fellow  hobbyist  interested  in  our 
Society,  or  give  a  gift  membership  to  someone  you  care  about.  Above  all,  remind 
everyone  you  meet  that  "giving"  is  better  than  "taking,"  and  that  true  human  ful¬ 
fillment  is  best  achieved  through  active  involvement;  not  by  passive  sniping! 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  A  FEATURE  SERIES 


TEXAS 


by  the  Editor 

As  promised  in  the  previous  issue  of  the  Trail  (Volume  7,  #3,  pages  81-82), 
we  are  pleased  to  introduce  the  first  of  a  series  of  articles  about  the  Texas 

Centennial  half  dollar. 

Society  member  Rick  Wilcox  (R-1325,  TX),  whose  contributions  have  graced 
the  pages  of  many  a  past  issue  of  the  Trail,  submitted  a  brief  article  on  the 
Texas  coramem  that  led  your  editor  into  an  oddysey  of  research  and  study  regard¬ 
ing  both  the  coin  and  the  history  of  Texas.  Now,  more  than  two  years  later,  we 
present  the  first  of  a  planned  series  of  articles  on  this  subject. 

This  series  will  include  new  photographs  of  the  Texas  commem,  by  our  good 
friend  Bill  Fivaz,  many  pages  of  interesting  materials  from  the  archives  of  the 
Alamo  Museum,  courtesy  of  its  curator,  Wallace  Saage,  and  a  wonderful  assortment 
of  documentation  from  the  archives  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  provided  by 
another  good  friend  of  our  Society,  Q.  David  Bowers.  Some  of  the  information  to 
be  included  in  this  series  is  previously  unpublished. 

We  hope  our  members  will  enjoy  this  new  series.  And  now,  the  Trail  turns 
to  Texas  . . . 
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Part  Is  The  Texas  Centennial  Commemorative  Half  Dollar 
by  Randall  Jack  Moore  (R-1792,  CA),  NLG 

This  first  article  in  a  planned  series  on  Texas  is  based  upon  an  article 
written  by  my  friend  and  fellow  Society  member  Rick  Wilcox  (R-1325,  TX).  Rick's 
article  was  entitled  "The  Wonderful  Texas  Centennial  Half  Dollar, ”  and  it  was 
written  with  proud  love  and  affection  for  his  home  state  and  the  commemorative 
coin  which  honors  Texas.  Rick  wrote: 

"U.S.  commemoratives  are  my  favorite  coins;  the  Texas  Centennial  half  dollar 
is  my  favorite  issue.  Even  though  the  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar  probably  would 
win  the  vote  for  the  most  attractive  commemorative  design,  the  Texas  Centennial 
is  my  choice  for  second  best  design.  Because  this  extremely  attractive  coin 
identifies  the  event  commemorated  in  far  more  detail  and  with  more  meaningful 
symbology  than  any  other  commemorative  issue,  it  wins  my  vote  for  overall  best 
commemorative  coin.  Pompeo  Coppini,  who  prepared  the  models,  did  a  magnificent 
job  in  creating  this  truly  beautiful  and  impressive  design. 

"It  has  been  said  that  Coppini' s  design  for  the  Texas  Centennial  would  have 
been  more  suited  to  a  dollar-sized  coin,  and  I  for  one  agree.  Nonetheless,  the 
half  dollar  is  a  beautiful  commemorative  coin." 

Rick's  article  complained  (rightfully)  of  numismatic  authors  who  mix  up  the 
the  important  dates  of  Texas  history  by  confusing  the  years  1836,  in  which  Texas 
won  its  Independence  from  Mexico,  and  1845,  when  Texas  won  Statehood  in  the  U.S. 
It  isn't  only  numismatic  authors  who  make  that  mistake.  During  1985  and  1986 
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The  San  Angelo  Times  Standard,  a  newspaper  in  Texas,  published  a  series  of  arti¬ 
cles  which  were  then  compiled  into  a  book  entitled  The  Texas  Revolution :  A  Day- 
by-Day  Account,  by  Bob  Boyd  (1986).  In  his  forward,  publisher  Kevin  J.  Barry 
wrote  on  March  11,  1986: 

The  decision  to  proceed  with  such  an  undertaking  came 
following  much  discussion  of  what  we  could  do  as  a  newspaper 
to  provide  our  readers  with  a  meaningful  commemoration  of 
Texas'  150  years  of  statehood. 

Given  that  a  book  written,  editted,  and  published  by  Texans  can  so  misstate 
the  record,  it  is  little  wonder  that  Texans  and  non-Texans  alike  are  sometimes 
confused  about  the  history  of  Texas.  Let's  set  the  record  straight  at  the  out¬ 
set  of  this  article. 

In  1986,  Texas  celebrated  150  years  of  Independence  from  Mexico.  In  1995 
Texas  will  celebrate  150  years  of  Statehood.  Accordingly,  publisher  Kevin  J. 
Barry  and  the  San  Angelo  Times-Standard  were  nine-years  premature  in  making  the 
statement  quoted  above. 

The  Texas  Centennial  half  dollar  was  issued  to  commemorate  the  Independence 
of  Texas  from  Mexico,  which  occurred  in  1836.  It  was  not  issued  in  commemoration 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas  by  the  U.S.,  nor  the  admission  of  Texas  to  Statehood, 
which  occurred  in  1845.  With  these  clarifying  remarks  out  of  the  way,  we  can 
proceed.  Let's  begin  by  taking  a  look  at  some  brand-new  photos  of  the  Texas 
commem  by  Society  Photographer  Bill  Fivaz  (LM-0025,  GA). 


Above  is  shown  the  obverse  of  a  1935-D  Texas  Centennial  half  dollar  taken 
against  a  background  of  reddish-brown  purse-grain  leather.  This  magnificent 
photograph  and  that  of  the  reverse  (shown  below)  are  the  work  of  Bill  Fivaz,  who 


123 


created  them  especially  for  this  series  of  articles  on  the  Texas  commem.  Blow¬ 
ups  (14"  x  11")  of  this  photo  and  several  others  are  now  in  the  custody  of  Hr. 
Wallace  Saage,  Curator  of  the  Alamo  Museum,  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  through  the 
courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz  who  donated  them  on  behalf  of  our  Society.  Ultimately, 
Bill's  splendid  photos  will  be  on  display  at  the  Alamo,  which  is  visited  by  more 
than  a  million  people  each  year. 

Obverse  Description 

The  central  feature  of  the  obverse  design  is  an  unusually  attractive  eagle, 
young  and  strong,  perched  proudly  on  an  oak  tree  branch  (two  acorns  are  visible). 
The  background  is  provided  by  a  large  five-pointed  star  in  close  proximity  to 
the  eagle  and  seeming  to  rest  at  the  eagle's  side  on  the  same  oak  branch.  The 
oak,  common  in  many  parts  of  Texas,  is  generally  considered  to  be  symbolic  of 
strength  and  durability,  whereas  the  acorns  are  representative  of  hope  and  of 
the  future.  The  eagle  is  symbolic  of  United  States;  the  star  represents  Texas 
and  its  Lone  Star  tradition. 

Coppini  himself  wrote,  ”...  I  intended  to  show  the  American  Eagle  having 
come  down  as  to  shield  the  Lone  Star  State  while  resting  on  a  branch  of  oak..." 
Whether  or  not  Coppini  intended  it  to  be  so,  the  close  proximity  of  the  eagle 
and  the  star  are  emblematic  of  the  strong  ties  between  Texas  and  the  United 
States.  That  the  eagle  and  star  both  rest  on  the  oak  branch  suggests  further 
the  commonality  of  belief  in  the  principle  that  freedom  is  based  upon  strength. 
The  large  size  of  the  star  reminds  us  of  the  vastness  of  the  old  Texas  Republic; 
its  five  points  call  to  mind  that  the  sprawling  lands  of  the  Republic  contribute 
today  to  the  geography  of  five  other  states  (Colorado,  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Hew 
Mexico,  and  Wyoming). 

In  creating  this  bold  and  well-balanced  obverse  design,  Coppini  produced  a 
masterpiece  of  art  —  the  simplicity  of  which  is  simultaneously  both  rugged  and 
elegant,  and  the  complexity  of  which  lies  entirely  in  the  symbology  achieved  by 
his  having  developed  ingeniously  the  interrelationships  between  his  three  basic 
symbols;  the  oak,  the  eagle,  and  the  star. 

If  the  obverse  design  of  the  Texas  Centennial  half  dollar  can  be  character¬ 
ized  by  its  simplicity  and  its  open,  uncluttered  fields,  the  reverse  design  is 
just  the  opposite;  numerous  and  complex  devices  completely  dominate  the  reverse, 
leaving  virtually  no  room  for  fields.  Was  this  some  sort  of  sculptural  pun  by 
Coppini  —  that  the  reverse  and  obverse  are  opposites? 

In  explaining  his  approach  to  the  reverse  design,  Coppini  wrote,  "The  rev¬ 
erse  has  been  my  greatest  trouble...  as  an  adopted  son  of  Texas  and  an  enthusi¬ 
astic  admirer  of  its  history,  I  wanted  to  put  all  the  symbolism  I  could  in  that 
small  space  at  the  sacrifice  of  artistic  simplicity  and  beauty,  and  while  I  know 
the  composition  is  too  crowded  and  artistically  faulty,  I  am  proud  of  it,  as  no 
human  could  have  told  more  on  a  reverse  of  a  coin. " 

Reverse  Description 

The  central  figure  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  depicts  a  very  angelic  winged 
Victory,  symbolic  of  the  Texas  Republic,  tranquilly  kneeling  before  the  Chapel 
of  San  Antonio  de  Valero,  which  was  part  of  the  presidio  known  as  the  Alamo. 

Her  left  arm  rests  lovingly  and  protectively  upon  the  chapel;  her  right  hand 
holds  a  laurel  wreath.  Coppini  wrote,  "The  young  Republic  is  kneeling  and  plac- 
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ing  a  laurel  wreath  over  this  sacred  shrine  of  Texas  Liberty  and  Independence." 
On  either  side  of  Victory  appear  portrait  medallions  of  the  two  founders  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas,  Sam  Houston  and  Stephen  F.  Austin.  Behind  Victory,  and 
arrayed  between  her  raised  wings  are  shown  the  six  flags  (Spain,  France,  Mexico, 
Republic  of  Texas,  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  United  States)  that  have 
flown  over  Texas  in  her  long  and  colorful  history.  Superimposed  on  the  flags 
is  a  banner  with  the  single  word.  Liberty. "  Beneath  the  chapel  are  shown  the 
dates  of  the  centennial,  1836  -  1936.  The  words  "The  Texas  Independence  Cen¬ 
tennial"  and  "Remember  the  Alamo"  tightly  encircle  the  coin's  reverse  devices. 


Above  is  shown  the  reverse  of  the  Texas  Centennial  half  dollar.  This  photo 
shows  a  remarkable  degree  of  three-dimensional  depth  and  highlighting  which  are 
as  much  the  result  of  the  skills  of  the  photographer.  Bill  Fivaz,  as  those  of 
Pep  Coppini,  who  designed  the  coin. 

Pompeo  Coppini  was  an  extremely  talented  artist,  designer,  and  sculptor  of 
international  fame.  He  created  more  than  100  lasting  works  of  art  in  countries 
on  two  continents.  As  an  Italian  immigrant  to  the  United  States,  Pep  was  deeply 
impressed  by  the  ideals  of  American  Freedom.  Over  the  years,  he  maintained  his 
art  studios  in  New  York,  Chicago,  and  San  Antonio.  He  became  truly  infatuated 
with  the  historical  events  surrounding  the  Battle  of  the  Alamo,  but  doesn't  seem 
to  have  had  much  of  a  grasp  on  the  factual  history  of  Texas. 

Even  the  most  sophomoric  student  of  Texas'  history,  in  viewing  the  Texas 
half  dollar,  couldn't  fail  to  note  that  Pep  Coppini 's  design  completely  omits 
any  reference  to  the  singular  event  which  led  directly  to  the  Independence  of 
Texas  from  Mexico:  The  Battle  of  San  Jacinto,  in  which  Texans  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Sam  Houston  defeated  Mexican  forces  under  command  of  General  Santa  Ana. 
It  is  not  at  all  unusual  that  great  artists  pay  more  heed  to  symbology  than  to 
the  details  and  the  hard  realities  of  fact,  but  that  does  not  in  any  way  excuse 
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them  for  overlooking  or  misrepresenting  historical  truths,  or  for  continuing  to 
propogate  historical  inaccuracies .  Perhaps  the  most  important  trap  Pep  Coppini 
fell  victim  to  was  that,  in  the  1930s,  he  blindly  accepted  as  truth  every  half- 
baked  myth  ever  concocted  about  the  past  glories  of  Texas,  especially  about  the 
Alamo. 

Look  at  the  reverse  side  of  the  Texas  Centennial  half  dollar.  Note  that 
Pep  Coppini  depicts  the  Alamo  with  the  raised  facade  (at  center).  That  facade 
was  added  to  the  formerly  flat-roofed  structure  in  1847,  by  the  United  States 
Army,  which  leased  the  building  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  two  years  after 
Texas  had  become  a  State  in  the  Union!  That  Coppini  misrepresented  the  Alamo 
probably  never  occured  to  him.  Pep  Coppini  ranted  and  raved  against  those  Texans 
who  prevented  him  from  displaying  on  the  Cenotaph  (the  empty  tomb  honoring  the 
heroes  of  the  Alamo)  some  of  the  more  outrageous  myths  in  which  he  believed. 

Congressional  Authorization 

The  Texas  Centennial  half  dollar  was  authorized  by  the  Connally-Patman  act, 
of  June  15,  1933,  which  provided  for  the  minting  of  up  to  1,500,000  coins.  As 
shown  in  the  table  below,  far  fewer  were  minted  than  were  authorized,  and  even 
fewer  were  actually  issued: 

The  Texas  Centennial  Half  Dollar 


Year /Hint 
(see  note) 

Minted 

U) 

Issued 

(1) 

Issued/Assayed 

(2) 

1934 

205,000 

61,350 

61,463 

1935 

10,000 

9,988 

9,996 

1935-D 

10,000 

10,000 

10,007 

1935-S 

10,000 

10,000 

10,008 

1936 

10,000 

8,903 

8,911 

1936-D 

10,000 

9,032 

9,039 

1936-S 

10,000 

9,057 

9,065 

1937 

8,000 

6,566 

6,571 

1937-D 

8,000 

6,599 

6,605 

1937-S 

8,000 

6,630 

6,637 

1938 

5,000 

3,775 

3,780 

1938-D 

5,000 

3,770 

3,775 

1938-S 

5,000 

3,808 

3,814 

Notes:  (1)  Figures  reported  by  Swiatek  &  Breen,  The  Encyclopedia  of  United 

States  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins,  1892-1954. 

(2)  Figures  reported  in  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  43rd  ed. , 
1990  (Redbook).  These  figures  include  the  pieces  withheld  for  assay. 

The  Connally-Patman  measure  specified  that  distribution  of  the  Texas  coins 
was  to  be  handled  by  the  American  Legion.  Beginning  in  1934  the  American  Legion 
promoted  both  the  centennial  and  the  coins  by  means  of  publicity  flyers  and  form 
letters  (of  notably  poor  quality  with  regard  to  printing,  grammar,  punctuation, 
and  adherence  to  factual  accuracy,  but  undeniably  overflowing  with  patriotism 
and  pride).  It  is  interesting  to  note,  however,  that  by  1937  distribution  of 

the  Texas  commemoratives  was  under  the  control  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the 
University  of  Texas. 
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Iri  ^  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  Committee  on  Coinage, 
Weights,  and  Measures,  July  28,  1937,  Mr.  Cochran  wrote: 

It  is  but  proper  to  state  that  the  money  raised  from  the 
sale  of  commemorative  coins  under  the  Texas  act  is  being 
used  entirely  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  memorial 
building  on  the  grounds  of  the  Texas  University.  This 
building  is  partly  completed,  $300,000  of  the  amount  ap¬ 
propriated  by  Congress  to  celebrate  the  centennial  being 
used  to  start  the  structure.  The  board  of  regents  of  the 
university  supervise  the  distribution  of  the  coins. 


w  » 


*l  Z  * 


i  a  i 
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Above  is  shown  the  famous  Texas  Tower,  the  memorial  building  funded  in  part 
by  sales  of  the  Texas  commem,  and,  in  the  foreground,  the  Littlefield  Fountain. 
Rick  Wilcox  included  this  photograph  with  his  original  article  on  the  Texas  half 
dollar.  Something  about  this  photo  caught  the  eye  of  this  writer,  and,  after  a 
few  moments  of  head- scratching,  it  struck-home  that  the  Winged  Victory  displayed 
on  the  fountain  was  very  similar  to  the  same  figure  as  shown  on  Pep  Coppini's 
Texas  commem.  It  took  only  a  few  telephone  calls  to  learn  that  Pompeo  Coppini 
was  also  the  designer  of  this  fountain.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Rick  Wilcox) 

On  the  following  pages  are  two  examples  of  the  many  items  provided  by  the 
Bowers  &  Merena  Galleries  in  support  of  this  series  on  the  Texas  commem.  We'll 
have  a  lot  more  to  share  with  you.  Our  special  thanks  to  Mr.  Q.  David  Bowers. 
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T  EXAWI936 

centennial 


Mere  than  ten  years  Texas  has  been  preparing,  ambitiously,  to  welcome  the 
world  to  enter  its  doors  and  to  ascertain  through  critical  inspection,  its  visible 
achievements  in  industry,  agriculture  and  commerce,  in  science  and  art,  in  civil 
polity  and  religion  during  the  one  hundred  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  its  independence  in  1836. 

The  culmination  of  these  patriotic  efforts  will  be  reached  with  the  presenta¬ 
tion,  in  1936,  of  a  magnificent  central  exposition  in  Dallas  and  in  colorful  pagean¬ 
try,  attendant  upon  kindred  celebrations  to  be  held  in  sequence  at  many  places  of 
historic  import  throughout  the  State.  These  are  planned  in  grateful  observance  of 
the  Centennial  of  the  date,  when  throwing  off  the  yoke  of  Mexico,  Texas  for  a  time 
became  a  sovereign  Nation  before  voluntarily  assuming  the  solemn  obligations  and 
high  privileges  accorded  as  a  political  entity  of  the  United  States. 

An  element  of  novelty  has  been  injected  into  the  Centennial  project  by  legisla¬ 
tive  instruction  that  its  observance  be  not  confined  merely  to  the  city,  in  which 
is  located  the  central  exposition,  but  extended  to  include  practically  the  entire 
State  of  Texas  by  provision  for  ambitious  secondary  celebrations  to  be  staged  at 
many  points  possessing  historic  shrines,  or  Associated  with  the  early  history  of 
the  State. 


In  accord  with  the  present  intent,  this  auspicious  program  will  be  inaugurated 
with  the  historical  celebration  at  San  Antonio,  in  February  or  March,  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  fall  of  the  Alamo  and  the  signing  of  Texas*  Declaration  of  Independence, 
followed  in  April  by  the  historical  celebration  at  Houston,  commemorative  of  the 
Battle  of  San  Jacinto,  whore  Texas*  independence  was  achieved.  Then,  June  1,  1936, 
the  gates  of  the  central  exposition  at  Dallas  will  swing  open  to  remain  ajar  until 
November  30,  1936,  while  in  sequence  historical  celebrations  will  be  staged  at 
Ooliad,  Brenham,  Nacogdoches,  Huntsville,  Gonzales,  Galveston  and  other  cities, 
whose  names  are  shining  lights  in  the  annals  of  the  Lone  Star  State. 

Throughout  the  State  progress  is  being  made  in  restoration  of  historic  shrines, 
beautification  of  parks,  improvement  of  highways  and  creation  of  recreational  facil¬ 
ities  in  anticipation  of  the  influx  of  visitors  expected  during  the  Centennial  year. 


Aside  from  a  mammoth  exposition  to  display  Texas’  marvelous  natural  resources 
and  to  depict  its  advancement  in  modern  scientific  and  inventive  achievement,  in 
Texas  the  visitor  will  be  impressed  by  the  diversity  of  its  climate  and  scenery  of 
land  and  water,  its  historic  shrines  and  romantic  past,  the  pleasure  of  its  parks, 
the  charm  of  its  rivers,  the  grandeur  of  its  mountains,  the  benefit  of  its  healing 
waters  ana  the  neighborliness  of  its  people. 


In  Texas,  they  will  realize  its  enormous  production  of  raw  material,  both 
agricultural  and  mineral,  its  abundant  fuel  resources,  its  large  home  market  and 
strategic  position  for  serving  both  out-of-state  domestic  and  foreign  markets,  its 
opportunities  for  expansion  of  its  industry  and  commerce. 


-n  Texas,  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  other  States  and  Nations  will  discover 
not  o.ol.v  an  opportunity  in  the  Centennial  to  contact  personally  and  demonstrate 
their  wares  to  over  6,000,000  Texans,  but  also  to  multiplied 
millions  of  transients,  v/ho  will  find  time  to  combine  busi¬ 
ness  v.ith  the  pleasures  of  a  Centennial  year. 

'That  is  why  the  Texas  Centennial  Celebrations  and 
Central  exposition  will  offer  to  the  entire  world  its  greatest 
market  -  it3  most  splendid  opportunity  in  1936. 


( 1 836  -  1936) 


THE  TEXAS  MEMORIAL  MUSEUM 

CENTENNIAL  COIN  CAMPAIGN 

LITTLEFIELD  HOME.  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TEXAS 
P.  O.  BOX  1636  TELEPHONE  2-3439 

AUSTIN.  TEXAS 


ALL  UNSOLD  TEXAS  COINS  WILL  BE  RETURNED  TO  THE 
UNITED  STATES  MINT  TO  BE  MELTED  AFTER 
NOVEMBER  I,  1938 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Texas  Memorial  Museum  Centennial 
Coin  Campaign  passed  a  resolution  on  June  25th  which  calls  for  the 
discontinuance  of  the  sale  of  Texas  commemorative  half-dollars. 

According  to  this  resolution,  there  will  be  no  more  Texas  coins  minted 
under  the  Act  passed  by  the  73d  Session  of  Congress  on  June  15,  1933. 
Although  this  Act  authorizes  the  minting  of  1 ,500,000  Texas  commemo¬ 
rative  half-dollars,  this  Commission  is  waiving  ail  rights  to  any  future 
Issues. 

On  November  I,  1938,  all  sales  of  Texas  Centennial  half-doll  ars  will 
be  discontinued.  We  will  then  request  permission  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  return  all  of  the  unsold  Texas  coins  of  the  various  issues 
to  the  United  States  Mint  to  be  melted.  All  of  the  business  transactions 
of  this  Commission  will  be  ended  and  this  office  will  be  closed  by  the 
end  of  November,  1938.  All  orders  received  after  November  I  will  be 
returned  to  the  senders. 

Should  you  desire  to  complete  your  sets  at  the  original  prices,  you 
may  place  your  order  with  us  before  November  I,  1938.  We  have  on 
hand  a  limited  number  of  complete  sets  of  the  1936,  1937,  and  1938 
Texas  coins. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  we  wish  to  express  sincere  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  support  you  have  given  the  Texas  Memorial  Museum.  We 
are  sure  that  the  melting  of  these  coins  and  the  decision  against  any 
future  issues  will  materially  benefit  you  as  well  as  the  numismatic  field 
at  large. 


Yours  very  truly 

TEXAS  MEMORIAL  MUSEUM 
CENTENNIAL  COIN  CAMPAIGN 

Charles  J.  Harris 
Executive  Secretary 

July  9,  1938. 
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Photos  of  the  Alamo  and  the  Cenotaph,  courtesy  of  Wallace  Saage,  Alamo  Curator. 


130 


HOMER'S  HALF  IS  SLABBED  AT  LAST 


Perhaps  it  was  premature  of  the  Trail  staff  to  tell  our  good  friend  "Homer" 
about  the  commercial  grading  services  and  about  "slabbing."  Homer,  as  most  of 
our  readers  know,  has  specialized  in  "slicks"  (his  own  words)  for  most  of  his 
adult  life.  About  a  year  ago,  we  told  Homer  about  the  Redbook,  and  darned  if  he 
didn't  go  out  and  buy  one!  After  studying  his  new  Redbook,  Homer  changed  his 
collecting  habits,  somewhat.  He  is  still  a  major  buyer  at  flea-markets,  but  he 
is  now  much  more  aware  of  the  fact  that  some  coins  are  better  than  others.  He 
made  a  big  find  a  while  back  and  asked  us  to  share  it  with  you.  He  also  asked, 
point-blank,  where  he  could  get  his  coin  photographed  before  he  submitted  it  to 
the  various  grading  services.  Well,  it's  pretty  hard  to  lie  to  someone  such  as 
Homer,  who  is  always  so  enthusiastic  that  you  just  want  to  reach  out  and  help 
him;  so,  we  gave  Bill  Fivaz's  address  to  Homer. 

As  is  always  the  case  with  Bill  Fivaz,  he  came  through  with  two  remarkably 
high-quality  photos  of  Homer's  Monroe  half  dollar.  Bill's  photographic  skills 
with  lighting,  film  speed,  and  in  this  case  perhaps  some  acid-etching,  produced 
results  which  far  surpassed  Homer's  expectations  (you  could  actually  read  some 
of  the  lettering  —  which  is  to  Bill  Fivaz's  credit,  as  the  lettering  was  hard 
to  read  on  the  coin  itself). 


Once  Homer  had  Bill  Fivaz's  photos  in  hand,  and  was  thereby  able  to  identi¬ 
fy  his  coin  as  a  Monroe  commem,  Homer  commenced  to  submit  his  "find"  again  and 
again,  to  one  grading  service  after  another.  Below  cure  depicted  the  photos  and 
the  results  of  Homer's  quest. 


Homer  submitted  this  Monroe  a  total  of  83  times  to  five  different  grading 
services  before  it  obtained  the  hoped-for  MS-67  grade.  Homer  said,  "I  told  ya 
so!"  We  admit  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  have  told  Homer  about  the  existence  of 
third-party  grading  services;  he  just  wasn't  ready  for  them.  We  haven't  yet 
told  him  about  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  and  that  may  be  just 
as  well,  else  Homer  may  have  become  our  first  member  with  a  negative  meraberhip 
number. 

(Photos  Courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 
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Application  foi  Membership 

Society  For  U.S. 

Please  Pnnt  or  Type 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name 

Ml. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

/  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in 

State  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  (  ) 

— 

the  Society  For  U.  S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 

yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  per  Adult  and  $8. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer 

Member  Number 

form  of  cash  check. 

Check  one:  [p|  Adult  p]  Junior 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U.S. 

Please  Print  or  Tvoe 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M.l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

************** 

/  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in 

State  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  — 

the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 
yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  per  Adult  and  $8. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer  Member  Number 

form  of  cash  check. 

Check  one:  P]  Adult  p]  Junior 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U.S. 

Please  Print  or  Tvoe 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M  l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

************** 

/  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in 

State  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  - 

the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 
yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  per  Adult  and  $8. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer  Member  Number 

form  of  cash  check. 

Check  one:  p]  Adult  p]  Junior 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

